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PREFACE. 

*l  AHIS  slight  sketch  of  a  great  subject  is  pre- 
pared  chiefly  for  the  help  of  minds  per- 
plexed with  doubts  or  difficulties  as  to  the  reality 
of  the  Christian  revelation.  The  author  hopes, 
however,  that  it  may  suggest  some  interesting  and 
cheering  thoughts  even  to  those  who  have  been 
enabled  to  cling  with  childlike  confidence  to  their 
childhood's  holy  faith.  To  these  readers  some- 
thing of  apology  seems  due.  The  nature  of  the 
following  argument  and  the  standpoint  from 
which  it  is  carried  on  have  made  it  necessary 
to  speak  of  important  parts  of  the  New  Testa- 
ment much  in  the  same  tone  as  if  they  were 
ordinary  human  documents.  The  sacred  name 
of  our  great  Master  and  the  names  of  His 
commissioned  messengers  have  had  to  be  con- 
stantly mentioned  without  the  marks  of  respect 
we  are  accustomed  to  give  them.  This  way 
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of  speaking  of  cherished  objects  not  only  jars 
on  the  taste  of  those  who  feel  that  reverence 
and  beauty  are  closely  akin,  but  gives  some- 
thing like  a  shock  of  pain  to  loving  and  adoring 
hearts.  If  the  end  may  not  justify  the  means, 
it  is  hoped  that  in  this  case  the  recollection  of 
it  may  at  least  explain  them,  and  show  that 
what  seems  a  lack  of  reverence  is  only  like 
the  holding  back  of  the  outbursts  of  loyalty  on 
a  coronation  day  while  the  crown  is  being 
placed  on  the  monarch's  brow,  a  pause  that 
makes  the  glad  acclamations  ring  out  afterwards 
with  warmer  enthusiasm.  The  love  and  loyalty 
have  not  ceased  to  exist  while  the  nature  of  the 
ceremony  forbade  their  expression. 

Again,  the  author  fears  that  his  treatment  of 
some  of  the  ancient  documents  may  be  distress- 
ing to  readers  who  have  learned  to  look  upon 
each  of  them  as  an  organic  whole,  in  which 
thought  grows  out  of  thought  in  a  beautiful  as 
well  as  instructive  order.  They  love  to  trace 
the  connection  of  inspired  ideas,  and  delight  in 
the  "  linked  sweetness  "  of  their  spiritual 
harmonies.  Such  readers  may  object  to  the 
disruption  of  sentence  from  sentence  and  the 
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putting  of  them  together  in  changed  and 
apparently  arbitrary  arrangement  which  they 
will  find  in  this  treatise.  Here  too  the 
exigencies  of  the  argument  must  plead  excuse. 
The  Apostle  of  the  Gentiles  was  satisfied  to 
become  all  things  to  all  men,  that  he  might  by 
all  means  save  some.  He  would  surely  allow 
his  letters  to  be  treated  in  the  same  way  as 
he  treated  himself.  If  they  are  diverted  for 
a  while  from  their  original  purpose  of  edifying 
believers  in  Christ,  if  attention  is  directed,  not 
to  their  arguments  and  exhortations,  but  to  the 
testimony  they  unconsciously  bear,  if  thereby 
some  one  is  led  to  see  more  plainly  the  cer- 
tainty of  the  facts  on  which  the  Apostle's  teaching 
is  founded,  may  we  not  be  sure  that  he  would 
say  of  such  treatment,  "  I  rejoice,  yea  and  will 
rejoice  "  ? 

The  critical  materials  used  in  the  following 
pages  are  for  the  most  part  gathered  from  books 
too  well  known  to  require  particular  mention, 
chiefly  from  the  works  of  Bishop  Lightfoot, 
Dr.  Westcott,  Dr.  Salmon,  Prebendary  Row, 
and  Dean  Howson.  The  two  latter  eminent 
writers  have  given  to  the  Church,  through  the 
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"  Religious  Tract  Society,"  two  condensed  and 
most  suggestive  pamphlets  tracing  out  the 
principal  line  of  thought  on  which  this  little 
treatise  runs.  The  materials  for  the  inquiry, 
however,  have  been  almost  entirely  furnished 
by  St.  Paul's  own  writings.  If  the  study  of 
the  following  argument  should  produce  in  any 
mind  a  closer  attention  to  those  writings  and 
a  deeper  sense  of  their  preciousness,  the  book 
will  not  have  been  written  in  vain.  The  author 
has  tried  to  avoid  in  the  discussion  anything 
like  a  polemical  or  combative  tone.  He  knows 
how  painfully  the  sense  of  the  enigma  of  human 
life  is  felt  in  many  hearts,  and  how  wearying 
is  the  struggle  to  solve  its  problems  ;  he  knows 
how  difficult  are  the  questions  that  press  upon 
minds  eager  to  know  the  exact  truth,  and  how 
hard  it  is  often  found  to  answer  them.  His 
earnest  desire  is,  not  so  much  to  argue  with 
such  puzzled  inquirers,  as  to  help  them  to  a 
personal  recognition  of  Him  Whose  invitation, 
ringing  through  the  ages,  is,  "  Come  unto  Me, 
all  ye  that  labour  and  are  heavy  laden,  and  I 

will  give  you  rest." 

F.  R.  W. 

March,  1887. 
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"  0  Father,  touch,  the  east,  and  light 

The  light  that  shone  when  hope  was  born:' 

TENNYSON, 


CHAPTER    I. 

INTRODUCTORY. THE  SEARCH  FOR   A    RELIGION. 

T  N  this  treatise  I  wish  to  take  up  the  position 
-*-  of  an  inquirer.  Various  strong  convictions 
I  put  aside  for  the  present  from  my  mental 
horizon,  so  that  I  may  place  myself  as  much 
as  possible  in  the  standing  point  of  those  to 
whom  such  convictions  seem  only  dim  possibi- 
lities or  utter  uncertainties. 

I  am  anxious,  not  so  much  to  insist  on  the 
arguments  for  what  I  myself  believe,  as  to  see 
what  grounds  those  who  believe  it  not  may  have 
when  they  think  the  matter  over,  either  for  re- 
ceiving or  rejecting  it. 

The  subject  of  our  inquiry  is  what  men 
generally  call  "  religion."  I  feel — this  is  not  a 
conviction,  but  an  emotion — I  feel  that  life  would 
be  hard  to  live  and  not  worth  living  if  I  had  not 
a  religion.  And  I  feel  that  I  could  not  have  a 
religion  at  all  unless  my  understanding  and 
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judgment  pronounced  it  to  be  a  true  religion. 
I  want  motives  to  stir  me  to  choose  the  good  and 
refuse  the  evil  ;  I  want  to  be  quite  sure  that  good 
and  evil  are  essentially  different ;  I  want  hopes  to 
give  an  opening  into  "  the  infinite "  beyond  this 
changing  and  uncertain  life  ;  I  want,  above  all,  a 
personal  object  to  satisfy  the  "instinct  of  worship." 
Whether  these  wants  and  desires  come  from 
nature  or  from  education,  there  they  are,  I  know. 
I  suppose  education  is  in  some  way  the  result, 
the  outcome,  of  nature.  My  human  nature  there- 
fore is  such  that  I  recognise  these  wants,  and 
cannot  be  at  rest  till  they  are  satisfied.  And 
they  cannot  possibly  be  satisfied  except  by  what 
is  felt  to  be  perfectly  true.  Unless  I  believe 
religion  to  be  founded  on  the  real  facts  of 
existence,  it  cannot  supply  me  with  motives,  it 
cannot  supply  me  with  hopes,  it  cannot  make  me 
pray  or  do  right,  it  can  give  me  neither  good- 
ness nor  happiness. 

Accordingly  I  cannot  help  longing  to  know 
whether  there  is  any  true  religion,  or  at  least 
whether  in  any  religion  there  is  some  solid  basis 
of  fact  to  rest  upon. 

In  the  language  of  the  scientific  students  of 
nature,  I  hear  on  this  subject  rather  an  uncertain 
sound.  Some  tell  us  that  we  are  able  to  classify 


Introductory.  5 

"  phenomena,"  or  the  appearances  of  things,  but 
that  no  knowledge  of  any  real  existence  under- 
neath or  beyond  them  is  possible.  "  Matter " 
and  "  force  "  come  within  the  range  of  our  obser- 
vation ;  we  may  study  their  laws,  their  relations, 
their  modifications,  but  there  all  our  power  of 
investigation  ceases.  We  are,  and  must  be  for 
ever,  ignorant  of  everything  except  the  various 
impressions  made  by  material  objects  on  our  own 
material  bodies.  All  else  is  "  unknowable." 

Other  scientific  leaders  teach  us  that  the  study 
of  the  phenomena  around  us  points  irresistibly  to 
some  wonderful  Cause  behind  all  the  phenomena. 
They  see  a  unity  in  Nature's  laws  through 
all  regions  of  her  domain,  from  the  grain  of  sand 
to  the  furthest  star  ;  they  see  a  strange  mystery 
in  her  self-adjusting  processes,  a  grand  onward 
march  in  the  development  of  her  power  and  her 
beauty,  witnessing  to  a  great  Something  to  which 
there  is  no  analogy  anywhere  except  among  the 
operations  of  mind.  In  the  existence  of  matter, 
each  particle  of  which  has  been  well  called  "  a 
manufactured  article,"*  in  the  action  of  Force,  the 
transition  from  chaos  to  cosmos,  the  appearance,  in 
successive  stages,  of  life,  consciousness,  intelligence} 
moral  sense — in  all  this  they  see  evidence  of  a 

*  Sir  J.  Herschell. 
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personal  will,  a  designing  mind,  an  Author,  and  a 
Guide,  to  Whom  Nature  owes  her  being  and  her 
well-being. 

These  uncertain  answers  of  science  make  my 
hopes  rise  and  fall.  They  show  me  plainly  the 
"  reign  of  law ; "  they  give  me  cloudy  glimpses  of 
a  "reign  of  will,"  causing  and  guiding,  and  dim 
hopes  of  a  "  reign  of  love,"*  overruling  and  soften- 
ing the  blind  action  of  law.  But  still  my  heart  is 
dissatisfied.  Can  I  have  nothing  but  these  hints 
and  guesses  as  to  a  "  stream  of  tendency  "  amidst 
the  certainties  as  to  relentless  law  and  the  grim 
presence  of  pain  and  death  ? 

Some  of  my  fellow-men  answer  in  hopeful 
accents  that  the  invisible  Power  behind  the  visible 
phenomena  has  been  made  known  to  men's  con- 
sciousness in  wonderful  and  supernatural  ways. 
They  tell  me  of  religions  resting  upon  revelation 
from  God  Himself.  And  I  see  in  the  world 
various  systems  of  thought,  belief,  and  action 
which  call  themselves  "  religions. "  There  is  much 
in  most  of  them  that  I  at  once  feel  to  have 
its  source  in  men's  imaginations,  sometimes  in 
cowardly,  cruel,  and  selfish  imaginations.  Noble 
thoughts  and  ideas  I  see  in  a  few  of  them,  which 

*  See  sermon  by  Bishop  of  Carlisle,  Cambridge  Review, 
Nov.  24th,  1886. 
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make  me  marvel  whence  they  come   and  where 
they  received  their  beauty.* 

But  one  religion  stands  out  from  all  others  i 
its  sublimity  and  in  its  direct  appeal  to  man's 
reason  and  conscience.  Whether  it  is  true  or  not, 
I  cannot  help  admitting  that  it  is  very  beautiful. 
It  seems  to  promise  just  the  things  the  heart 
wants.  It  tells  me  of  a  great  spiritual  Being, 
real  as  myself,  though  invisible  and  inscrutable. 
It  describes  Him  as  a  Father  as  well  as  a  Creator, 
an  object  of  trust  and  love  as  well  as  of  reverence 
and  worship.  It  speaks  of  His  pity,  kindness,  and 
tender  mercy,  as  well  as  of  His  majesty  and  glory. 
It  tells  of  His  holiness,  His  delight  in  goodness, 
His  stern  condemnation  of  evil.  He  is,  according 
to  its  teaching,  the  infallible  Judge  of  men's  con- 
duct, and  yet  their  kind  Helper  and  Protector.  He 
rules  "  the  stars  in  their  courses,"  and  yet  not  a 
sparrow  falls  to  the  ground  without  Him.  He 
has  prepared  a  destiny  for  men  after  death  in 
which  justice,  halting  and  interrupted  here,  is  to 
be  fully  vindicated,  in  which  the  heart's  longings 
shall  be  at  last  satisfied,  and  the  sorrows  and 
disappointments  of  life  be  found  only  a  preparation 
and  a  discipline  for  inconceivable  happiness. 

Moreover,   the  religion    tells   me  in    firm    and 

*  See  "  Religions  of  the  World"  (F.  D.  Maurice). 
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decided  tones  that  God  has  made  these  important 
ideas  be  very  clearly  known.  For  not  only  has 
He  inspired  men  from  time  to  time  to  teach  them 
to  their  fellow-men  as  they  were  able  to  receive 
them,  but  He  has,  at  a  certain  stage  of  its  history, 
manifested  Himself  to  the  world  in  the  person  of 
a  supernatural  Being,  human  and  yet  Divine.  A 
Man  called  Jesus  lived,  we  are  told,  among  men 
a  beautiful  life,  pure  and  stainless,  gentle  and 
loving,  wise  and  brave.  He  taught  in  words 
that  have  rung  like  music  in  men's  hearts  ever 
since.  He  brought  in  ideas  as  to  what  true  and 
good  men  should  be  that  have  acted  like  seeds 
and  germs  of  noble  life  through  all  the  centuries 
that  followed  His  brief  career.  He  made  men 
know  what  manner  of  being  the  Great  Father  is, 
how  He  feels  towards  men,  how  He  wishes  them 
to  feel  towards  Him.  He  was  a  Man  of  sorrows 
(according  to  this  religion)  and  acquainted  with 
grief.  His  human  heart  bled  for  human  misery. 
His  Divine  holiness  longed  to  deliver  from  the 
danger,  the  degradation,  the  foul  guilt  of  moral 
evil.  The  great  object  of  His  coming  to  the 
world  was  to  save  men  from  their  sins.  He 
voluntarily  gave  Himself  into  the  power  of  cruel 
persecutors,  and  died  a  painful  death,  in  order 
that  sinful  human  beings  might  be  forgiven  and 
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helped  to  become  better.  And  still,  according 
to  the  statement  of  this  religion,  He  lives.  Death 
could  not  hold  Him.  The  Power  that  linked  at 
first  the  incomprehensible  gift  of  life  with  material 
atoms  united  it  again  with  the  dead  body  of  this 
Man.  Visibly  manifest  among  His  friends  and 
companions,  He  stayed  for  a  while,  a  marvel  and  a 
joy,  till  they  knew  how  great  was  the  nature  of 
Him  at  Whose  teaching  their  hearts  had  burned 
so  often,  and  before  Whose  majestic  life  their  souls 
had  been  bowed  with  such  reverence  and  admira- 
tion. And  then,  though  He  was  taken  from 
their  sight,  it  was  only  in  order  to  carry  on  in 
the  invisible  sphere  the  work  of  love  for  which 
He  had  manifested  Himself  in  the  world.  And 
ever  He  remains  the  Saviour  and  Friend  of  men. 
His  Spirit  pleads  with  their  spirits  ;  and  those 
who  will  trust  Him  and  open  their  hearts  to  His 
love  He  enriches  with  wonderful  blessing,  giving 
them  strength  for  duty  and  goodness,  giving  them 
peace  and  holy  calm  amidst  the  changes  of  life, 
and  the  firm  assurance  of  a  nobler  and  grander 
life  after  the  solemn  transformation  of  death. 

And  all  this,  according  to  the  teaching  of  the 
men  who  hold  the  religion,  is  not  a  dreamy  myth, 
not  a  popular  and  poetic  legend  embodying  in 
fanciful  story  the  ideas  that  brood  and  germinate 
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in  the  toiling  brains  of  men  till  in  such  fables 
they  find  their  utterance.  The  story  of  Jesus, 
they  contend,  is  a  matter  of  history.  The 
narrative  of  His  life,  death,  and  resurrection 
is  a  narrative  of  facts  that  actually  happened 
at  a  definite  time,  in  a  definite  place.  They  find 
indications  of  them  even  in  heathen  history  and 
literature.  Half-sneering  remarks  in  the  writings 
of  poets  and  historians  as  to  the  sufferings  of 
wonderfully  obstinate  people  called  "  Christians  ; " 
a  few  words  of  explanation  from  the  great  old 
historian  Tacitus  as  to  the  origin  of  this  widely 
spreading  sect  and  as  to  the  time  of  its  Founder's 
death  ;  a  letter  from  a  Roman  governor  to  the 
Emperor  Trajan  describing  the  numbers  and 
excellent  character  of  these  enthusiasts,  who  were 
beginning  to  flood  the  empire  with  their  ideas — 
such  recognitions  they  find  even  in  the  early  dawn 
of  the  religious  history,  half-unconscious  recogni- 
tions by  heathens,  busy  with  ordinary  life,  of  the 
mighty  spiritual  power  gradually  growing  in  their 
midst 

And  in  the  society  itself  which  held  the  religion, 
its  members  show  us  an  uninterrupted  stream  of 
writers,  full  and  voluminous,  up  to  a  century  from 
the  date  when  the  wonderful  Person  called  Jesus 
of  Nazareth  was  said  to  have  died.  Thinner  in 
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its  volume,  but  even  more  clear  and  beautiful  in 
its  testimony,  they  point  to  a  stream  of  successive 
writers  which  can  be  traced  back  to  the  very  times 
in  which  His  companions  and  contemporaries  lived. 
And  on  the  pages  of  all  these  writers,  amidst 
all  varieties  of  thought,  language,  and  tone,  they 
show  us  the  one  picture  of  the  life  lived  in  Pales- 
tine, the  one  noble  character  to  be  loved  and 
honoured,  the  one  moral  and  spiritual  ideal  to  be 
striven  after,  the  one  bright  hope  of  immortality 
in  God's  presence  gilding  human  life  with  its  holy 
promise. 

The  direct  evidence  to  the  truth  of  the  religion 
is,  we  are  told,  naturally  embodied  to  a  great 
degree  in  this  ancient  literature,  leading  us  back 
in  the  historic  method  to  the  time  when  the  religion 
took  its  rise.  There  is  indeed,  it  is  contended,  in 
the  nature  of  the  religion  itself,  strong  evidence 
for  its  truth.  Many  hearts  feel  that  evidence  to 
be  so  strong  that  they  ask  for  no  other.  The 
very  words  of  the  Teacher,  as  they  read  them, 
come  home  to  the  conscience  as  a  Divine  message 
with  an  authority  before  which  they  cannot  but 
bow.  Nothing  could  persuade  such  readers  that 
the  simple,  earnest,  solemn,  and  majestic  state- 
ments, the  tender  invitations,  the  wise  and  careful 
warnings,  the  restful  promises,  which  they  find  in 
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the  "  Gospels  "  were  the  results  either  of  delusion 
or  imposition. 

But,  strongly  as  such  evidence  has  been  felt  in 
individual  hearts,  it  is  not  much  pressed  in  formal 
argument.  For  where  argument  is  necessary  it 
is  plain  that  the  force  of  this  evidence  is  not  felt  ; 
and  where  it  is  not  felt  it  is  useless  to  appeal  to  it. 

Accordingly  those  who  want  to  prove  to  us 
that  the  religion  rests  on  outward  facts,  as  well 
as  that  it  harmonises  with  inward  feelings,  bid  us 
study  the  ancient  literature.  They  give  us  literary 
proof  of  its  genuineness  and  antiquity.  They 
show  us  how  it  preserves  for  us  the  witness  of  the 
men  who  were  the  companions  of  Jesus,  saw  His 
life,  and  heard  His  teaching.  They  show  us  how 
the  sincerity  of  that  witness  was  proved  by  the 
test  of  martyrdom,  how  impossible  it  was  that 
the  witnesses  could  have  been  mistaken  about  the 
facts  they  related,  how  inconceivable  that  they  could 
have  invented  or  imagined  them.  Thus  there  is 
brought  before  us  a  series  of  converging  arguments, 
from  the  nature  of  the  religion  itself,  from  the 
beauty  and  nobility  of  the  ideas  it  propagates, 
from  the  picture  of  its  Founder — too  simple,  lofty 
and  unique  in  its  conception  to  have  been  invented 
in  the  age  when  it  first  appeared,  or  indeed  in  any 
subsequent  age — from  the  effect  the  religion  has 
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had  in  consoling  and  elevating  humanity,  from 
the  historic  records  of  its  origin,  from  the  suf- 
ferings borne,  the  prejudices  overcome,  the  self- 
denying  exertions  made  by  those  who  first  pro- 
claimed to  the  world  the  story  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth 
as  a  narrative  of  facts  which  they  had  witnessed  ; 
from  these  and  many  similar  sources  a  multitude 
of  considerations  are  shown  to  us,  each,  it  must  be 
confessed,  strong  in  itself,  but  all  united,  incalcul- 
able in  their  force,  and  all  leading  to  one  conclu- 
sion :  that  Jesus  Christ  lived,  died,  and  rose  again 
from  the  dead,  as  their  religion  declares  He  did. 
I  cannot  but  feel  that  a  religion  so  brought  before 
me  has  deep  claims  upon  my  attention.  I  read 
various  arguments  against  it  in  books  of  mental 
and  physical  science.  But  when  analysed  all  the 
arguments  seem  to  reduce  themselves  to  one : 
"  These  things  are  not,  because  they  cannot  be." 
Neither  literary  criticism,  nor  biological  theories, 
nor  theories  of  evolution,  have  dimmed  in  the 
slightest  degree  the  beauty  of  Christ's  teaching  ; 
they  have  not  diminished  the  force  of  the  historic 
and  literary  evidence  that  we  have  the  genuine 
account  of  His  life  and  teaching  given  by  disciples 
who  proved  the  sincerity  of  their  witness  by  sacrific- 
ing for  it  everything,  even  life  itself.  The  centuries 
that  are  bringing  more  accurate  scientific  know- 
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ledge  are  bringing  also  accumulated  testimony  to 
the  power  and  vitality  of  the  religion,  to  the  hold 
it  takes  of  men's  consciences  and  affections,  and, 
amidst  all  changes  of  human  history,  to  the  firm 
stability  of  its  institutions. 

Therefore  I  feel  that  if  anything  can  satisfy  my 
hearts  craving  for  a  religion,  it  must  be  this  religion, 
and  that  if  solid  foundation  of  fact  can  anywhere 
be  found  for  hopes  of  eternity  and  aspirations 
after  goodness  and  God,  it  is  here  I  must  look 
for  it. 

I  will  not  refuse  all  this  varied  evidence 
because  certain  theorists  tell  me  that  the  "  super- 
natural "  is  "  unthinkable."  I  do  not  know 
exactly  what  the  "  supernatural "  is.  But  I  know 
that  this  picture  of  Jesus  is  "beautiful  exceed- 
ingly." I  know  that  this  teaching  of  His  com- 
mends itself  to  all  that  seems  to  me  highest  and 
best  in  my  nature.  I  know  that  never  in  human 
history  have  men  invented  stories  that  went 
against  all  their  own  prejudices  and  interests, 
never  have  they  invoked  the  noblest  motives  of 
the  soul  to  propagate  false  and  fictitious  state- 
ments. I  take  heart  then  in  my  search  after 
religion,  and  feel  that  it  will  be  worth  while  to 
study  the  ancient  literature  these  Christians 
refer  to,  and  see  how  far  the  records  of  the 
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long-buried  past  bear  out  their  statement  that  in 
what  they  call  their  "  creed  "  we  have  the  original 
narrative  told  by  the  companions  of  Jesus  and 
stamped  with  the  solemn  seal  of  martyrdom. 

In  the  following  pages  I  purpose  to 'examine, 
in  company  with  my  readers,  one  small  branch  of 
the  early  literature,  and  see  to  what  conclusion  its 
testimony  will  lead  us. 


CHAPTER    II. 
NATURE  OF  THE  FRAGMENTARY  RECORDS. 


1  These  are  the  things  which,  graven  deepen  each 
Pale  line,  bring  back  whole  worlds  of  history." 

BONAR. 


CHAPTER  II. 

NATURE    OF    THE    FRAGMENTARY   RECORDS. 

"*HERE  are,  it  is  well  known,  records  in  the 
•*-  Christian  Church,  of  great  antiquity  and 
importance,  which  give  a  regular  consecutive 
account  of  the  life  and  work  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth. 
But  the  records  which  I  propose  now  to  analyse 
are  very  different.  They  are  quite  fragmentary  in 
their  nature.  They  are  not  put  together  with 
any  intention  of  describing  a  character  or  telling 
a  story.  They  occur  casually  and  incidentally  in 
a  set  of  letters.  The  letters  were  written  from 
twenty-five  to  thirty  years  after  Jesus  died.  If 
He  had  not  died  at  the  early  age  of  thirty-four, 
He  would  have  been  about  sixty  years  old  at  the 
time  they  were  written.  Letters  are  always  a 
useful  auxiliary  to  history.  They  provide  some 
of  the  most  valuable  materials  for  the  historian's 
work.  The  personal  allusions  in  them,  the 
unconscious  picture  they  give  of  the  manners  and 
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customs  of  the  time,  the  vivid  way  in  which  they 
photograph  for  us  its  dramatis  persona,  the  strong 
corroboration  their  independent  witness  brings 
to  the  statement  of  the  truthful  narrator — all 
these  things  make  contemporary  letters  precious 
contributions  to  the  richness  of  history,  and 
important  standards  of  its  truth.  The  letters  we 
are  about  to  consider,  written  by  a  man  named 
Paul,  certainly  stand  in  this  relation  to  the  history 
of  the  life  of  Jesus  Christ  current  among  Chris- 
tians. They  help  us  to  know  it  better  ;  they  help 
us  to  judge  how  far  it  is  reliable.  It  is  for  the 
latter  purpose  we  are  to  use  them  in  our  pre- 
sent inquiry  as  to  the  grounds  of  the  Christian 
religion. 

There  is  the  same  kind  of  difference  between 
the  scattered  and  incidental  notices  of  Christ  in 
Paul's  letters  and  the  regular  narratives  of  His 
life,  as  there  is  between  the  disjointed  bones  of  a 
prehistoric  animal  in  a  bed  of  drift  and  the: 
carefully  finished  diagram  of  its  skeleton  by  a 
comparative  anatomist.  The  diagram  is  doubt- 
less correct.  It  gives  us  valuable  information. 
The  anatomist  knows  his  business,  and  draws 
from  his  knowledge,  and  not  from  his  fancy., 
But  there  is  a  sense  of  reality  and  certainty 
conveyed  to  us  by  the  few  bones  we  have 
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ourselves  dug  up  which  no  symmetrical  arrange- 
ment can  quite  equal.  Even  so  as  we  read  over 
these  old  letters,  that  came  fresh  from  the  heart 
of  a  man  who  lived  at  the  same  time  as  "  Jesus 
of  Nazareth,"  as  we  observe  his  brief,  passing 
allusions  to  incidents  in  His  history  as  to  well- 
known  and  recognised  facts,  those  facts  seem  to 
stand  out  before  us  with  greater  vividness  than 
when  we  read  them  formally  stated  in  any  story 
of  His  life. 

The  force  of  this  evidence  lies  in  its  being  so 
manifestly  undesigned.  The  writer  of  the  letters 
has  no  intention  of  writing  a  history.  He  has 
quite  different  objects  in  view.  He  is  eagerly 
contending  against  certain  doctrines  that  he 
believes  to  be  false,  enforcing  others  that  he 
considers  true,  rebuking  certain  faults,  warning 
against  certain  dangers,  urging  various  motives 
for  the  maintenance  of  a  certain  tone  of  character 
and  conduct.  Incidentally  in  the  course  of  his 
pleadings  he  refers  to  the  life  of  Jesus  Christ  as 
to  common  ground  upon  which  he  and  those 
whom  he  addresses  are  agreed.  It  is  plain  that, 
whether  the  incidents  he  refers  to  are  authentic 
or  not,  he  considers  them  to  be  so,  and  takes  it 
for  granted  that  those  to  whom  he  writes  believe 
the  same. 
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There  is  also,  it  must  be  acknowledged,  such 
an  intensity  and  fervour  about  the  man's  writings 
that,  whatever  else  may  be  thought  about  them, 
no  one  can  help  feeling  that  the  writer  of  them 
was  thoroughly  in  earnest.  He  evidently  meant 
just  what  he  said,  and  nothing  else.  The  genuine 
sincerity  of  his  convictions  has  left  its  mark  on 
these  old  letters  as  distinctly  as  the  veining  of  a 
leaf  has  left  its  impression  on  the  layer  of  coal  in 
which  it  has  been  embedded  for  ages.  Whatever 
then  be  the  testimony  borne  in  the  letters  to  the 
facts  on  which  Christianity  rests,  it  is  testimony 
which,  every  student  must  feel,  has  a  very  peculiar 
value.  During  eighteen  centuries  the  name  of 
Jesus  of  Nazareth  has  been  a  mighty  power  in 
the  world.  Here  are  letters  dug  up  from  the 
long-buried  past,  preserved  for  us  from  the  very 
age  in  which  the  strange  power  arose,  letters 
written  by  a  man  who  was  born  about  the  same 
time  as  the  wonderful  Nazarene  ;  letters  mani- 
festly dashed  off  in  genuine  earnestness,  saying 
what  the  writer  sincerely  thought  and  deeply 
felt  ;  letters  by  a  man  who  knew  all  about  the 
great  movement,  and  was  in  intimate  friendship 
with  its  leaders.  Surely  no  testimony  could 
better  help  us  to  understand  the  nature  of  the 
movement,  to  form  a  just  estimate  of  its  causes, 
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and   to  make  us  acquainted   with  the  real  facts 
connected  with  its  origin. 

What  these  letters  are,  what  grounds  we  have 
to  know  their  date  and  their  authorship,  and  what 
is  the  general  tone  of  their  contents,  will  form  the 
subject  of  our  investigations. 


CHAPTER   III. 
ANTIQUITY  OF  THE  RECORDS. 


"  St.  Paul's  Christianity  was  formed  by  principles  wrought  out 
glowing  hot,  as  a  smith  hammers  out  ductile  iron,  in  his  unrest- 
ing, earnest  fire  of  thought,  where  the  Spirit  dwelt  in  warmth 
and  light  for  ever,  kindling  the  Divine  fire  of  inspiration." 

F.  W.  ROBERTSON. 


CHAPTER  III. 

ANTIQUITY    OF    THE  RECORDS. 

r  I  'HERE  are  many  questions  in  dispute  between 
those  who  receive  and  those  who  reject 
what  is  called  "the  Christian  revelation."  But  as 
to  the  genuineness,  authorship,  and  date  of  the 
letters  we  are  now  considering,  there  is  no  difference 
of  opinion  worth  speaking  of.  Some  of  the  letters 
of  "  St.  Paul  "  are  recognised  as  unmistakably  his 
even  by  critics  who  attribute  to  many  of  the  other 
Christian  Scriptures  a  later  date  than  is  assigned 
to  them  in  the  Christian  Church.  These  are  the 
First  and  Second  Epistles  to  the  Corinthians,  the 
Epistle  to  the  Galatians,  and  the  Epistle  to  the 
Romans.  There  are  questions  as  to  small  portions 
of  some  of  these  letters,  but  there  is  thorough 
agreement  as  to  their  substantial  genuineness.  To 
those  who  are  unaccustomed  to  the  study  and 
comparison  of  ancient  documents  it  is  hard  to  give 
in  a  few  words  any  adequate  idea  of  the  reasons 
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why  these  four  letters  are  so  universally  acknow- 
ledged as  certainly  written  by  St.  Paul.  In  this, 
as  in  other  matters  where  special  skill  is  required, 
we  have,  to  a  certain  degree,  to  trust  in  the  opinion 
of  experts.  But  as  in  the  matter  of  Christian 
documents  the  experts  are  so  numerous,  as  their 
theories  and  arguments  are  so  widely  circulated 
and  discussed,  as  they  are  in  many  respects  so 
much  opposed  to  each  other  and  so  ready  each  to 
expose  any  mistake  or  inaccuracy  of  another,  we 
can,  without  fear  of  credulity,  be  quite  sure  that 
when  they  agree  it  is  because  there  is  no  room  for 
disagreement.  When  we  know  that  such  thinkers 
as  Baur,  the  leader  of  that  destructive  school  of 
critics  called,  from  his  place  of  residence,  "  the 
Tubingen  school,"  and  the  accomplished  but 
unscrupulously  sceptical  M.  Renan,  accept  these 
letters  unhesitatingly  as  Paul's,  we  can  feel  sure 
that  the  reasons  for  such  acceptance  are  irresistible. 
Critics  of  ancient  literature  have  a  double  test 
by  which  to  prove  the  genuineness  of  documents — 
the  internal  characteristics  of  the  writings  them- 
selves and  the  external  testimony  of  contemporary 
•and  succeeding  literature.  Now,  tracing  back 
Christian  literature  to  its  very  furthest  source, 
the  critics  find  continual  evidence  as  to  these 
letters  of  Paul 
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Next  to  Jesus  Christ  Himself,  Paul  is  the  most 
conspicuous  figure  both  as  to  thought  and  action 
in  the  history  of  the  community.  In  the  latter 
half  of  the  second  century  (little  more  than  a 
hundred  years  after  the  death  of  Jesus)  there  was 
a  voluminous  Christian  literature,  much  of  which 
is  still  in  our  hands.  Lists  had  begun  to  be  made 
of  the  writings  which  were  looked  upon  as 
"  Apostolic "  or  bearing  the  authority  of  the 
immediate  messengers  of  Christ,  and  already  they 
had  been  translated  into  several  "versions."  At 
the  same  period  there  were  believers  in  Christ  who 
differed  in  opinion  on  various  points  from  the 
main  body  of  their  fellow-Christians,  and  received 
the  title  of  "  heretics ; "  and  there  were  con- 
troversial antagonists  of  Christianity,  fragments  of 
whose  writings  have  been  preserved  by  Christian 
historians  and  apologists.  In  all  these  lists  and 
versions  letters  of  "  St.  Paul "  occupy  a  pro- 
minent place,  our  "  four  "  always  included  ;  in  the 
versions  they  are  translated  ;  in  the  writings  of 
the  "orthodox,"  of  the  "heretics,"  of  the  Jewish 
and  heathen  opponents,  the  language  of  Paul  is 
either  directly  quoted,  reproduced,  or  slightly 
paraphrased  ;  the  epistles  we  read  to-day  were 
evidently  in  their  hands  and  constantly  on  their 
lips.  Going  back  further  still  through  the  scantier 
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writings  at  the  beginning  of  the  second  century, 
till  we  reach  the  few  precious  documents  that 
have  come  down  to  us  from  the  age  immediately 
after  that  of  the  Apostles,  we  find  the  same 
prominence  of  Pauline  thoughts  and  Pauline 
phrases.  His  ideas  are  echoed,  clearly  sometimes, 
faintly  at  other  times,  but  echoed  in  tones  that 
can  be  easily  recognised  in  them  all. 

Three  interesting  references  to  his  writings  by 
name  are  found  in  the  three  very  earliest  Christian 
documents  after  the  Apostolic  writings — those  of 
Clement  of  Rome,  Ignatius,  and  Polycarp.  To 
read  these  may  help  us  in  feeling  what  a  strong 
and  recognised  spiritual  power  was  this  man  Paul 
in  the  next  generation  after  his  own.  Clement, 
writing  some  years  before  the  close  of  the  first 
century,  exhorts  the  Corinthian  Church  thus  : 
"Take  up  the  epistle  of  the  blessed  Paul  the 
Apostle.  ...  In  truth  he  spiritually  charged  you 
concerning  himself  and  Cephas  and  Apollos." 
Ignatius,  writing  shortly  after,  says,  "  Those  who 
are  borne  by  martyrdom  to  God  pass  through 
your  city.  Ye  are  initiated  into  mysteries  with 
St.  Paul,  the  sanctified,  the  martyred,  worthy  of 
all  blessing,  .  .  .  who  in  every  part  of  his  letter 
makes  mention  of  you  in  Christ  Jesus."  Again, 
the  aged  Polycarp  about  the  same  period  or  a 
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little  later  writes  to  the  Philippians,  "  The  blessed 
and  glorious  Paul  wrote  letters  to  you  into  which 
if  ye  look  diligently  ye  will  be  able  to  be  built  up 
to  [the  fulness]  of  the  faith  given  to  you."* 

Indeed,  as  impartial  observers,  we  are  obliged 
to  confess  that  there  are  no  ancient  documents  in 
existence  for  whose  date  and  authorship  we  have 
such  a  clear  and  uninterrupted  stream  of  external 
evidence  as  we  have  for  these  old  letters  of  St.  Paul. 
Take  the  most  universally  recognised  classics  of 
Greece  or  Rome,  put  down  the  number  of  references 
to  them  in  subsequent  ancient  literature,  and  you 
will  probably  be  surprised  to  find  how  few  the 
testimonies  are  in  number  and  volume  compared 
to  those  which  are  borne  in  the  old  Christian  lite- 
rature to  the  writings  we  are  now  considering. 

The  internal  evidence  to  the  genuineness  of 
ancient  documents  is  found  in  their  style,  their 
matter,  the  undesigned  coincidences  of  their  ex- 
pressions with  contemporary  facts,  the  marks  of 
distinct  personality  impressed  upon  them,  and  the 
tone  of  reality  and  sincerity,  which  it  takes  such 
rare  genius  to  counterfeit  with  success.  It  does 
not  require  to  be  an  "  expert "  to  perceive  these 
evidences  of  genuineness  in  our  old  letters.  To 

*  For  verification  of  the  above  quotations  see  "  Westcott 
on  the  Canon  of  the  New  Testament,"  chap,  i.,  sec.  ii. 
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appreciate  fully  the  evidence  from  the  style  of  Greek 
language  peculiar  to  one  brought  up  amidst  the 
environments  of  Paul  requires  indeed  some  nicety 
of  scholarship  ;  and  in  order  to  give  due  weight  to 
the  correspondence  between  the  arguments  of  these 
letters  and  the  special  controversies  of  the  time  in 
which  they  claim  to  have  been  written,  there  must 
be  considerable  intimacy  with  early  Christian 
history.  But  the  ordinary  student  can  feel  while 
he  reads  the  letters,  even  in  a  translation,  the  un- 
mistakable marks  of  their  reality.  He  can  almost 
feel  the  heart  of  the  writer  throbbing  as  he  presses 
his  eager  arguments,  hurls  his  fiery  denunciations, 
breaks  out  into  passionate  pleading,  rapturous  ex- 
clamation, or  fervent  prayer.  "  My  little  children, 
of  whom  I  travail  in  birth  again  until  Christ  be 
formed  in  you."  "  O  foolish  Galatians,  who  hath 
bewitched  you,  that  ye  should  not  obey  the  truth, 
before  whose  eyes  Jesus  Christ  hath  been  evidently 
set  forth,  crucified  among  you  ? "  "  Who  shall 
separate  us  from  the  love  of  Christ  ?  Shall  tribu- 
lation, or  distress,  or  persecution,  or  famine,  or 
nakedness,  or  peril,  or  sword  ?  Nay,  in  all  these 
things  we  are  more  than  conquerors  through  him 
that  loved  us."  "  I  beseech  you,  by  the  mercies  of 
God,  that  ye  present  your  bodies  a  living  sacrifice, 
holy,  acceptable  unto  God."  "  O  Death,  where  is 
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thy  sting  ?  O  Grave,  where  is  thy  victory  ? "  "  Out 
of  much  affliction  and  anguish  of  heart,  I  wrote 
unto  you  with  many  tears,  not  that  ye  should  be 
grieved,  but  that  ye  might  know  the  love  which  I 
have  more  abundantly  unto  you."  "  Blessed  be 
God,  even  the  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
the  Father  of  mercies  and  God  of  all  comfort, 
who  comforteth  us  in  all  our  tribulation,  that  we 
may  be  able  to  comfort  them  which  are  in  any 
trouble  by  the  comfort  wherewith  we  are  comforted 
of  God."  As  we  read  these  and  numberless  similar 
expressions,  breaking  out  constantly  amidst  the 
arguments  of  the  letters,  like  white  wave-crests  on 
a  wind-swept  sea,  could  we  conceive  it  possible 
that  they  were  deliberately  invented  by  some 
obscure  forger  in  the  beginning  of  the  second 
century  ?  Could  there  be  this  moral  earnestness 
and  intensity,  this  lofty  holiness  of  tone,  this 
warm  glowing  of  human  affection,  on  the  pages 
of  a  writer  who  was  ingeniously  concocting  a 
pious  fraud  ?  One  of  our  ablest  writers  on  the 
canon  of  the  New  Testament  gives  the  following 
strong  judgment  on  this  point  : — "  It  is  not  much 
to  be  grateful  for  that  he  [t.e.,  Baur]  grants  the 
genuineness  of  these  [epistles],  for  they  carry  on 
their  face  such  strong  personal  feeling,  and  are 
so  manifestly  not  the  work  of  a  forger,  but  the 

3 
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outpouring  of  a  heart  stirred  to  its  depths  by  the 
incidents  of  a  real  life,  that  whosoever  should 
deny  their  genuineness  would  pronounce  on  him- 
self the  sentence  of  incapacity  to  distinguish  true 
from  false."* 

Besides  such  internal  and  external  evidence 
for  these  documents  as  we  seek,  but  seldom  find 
in  such  abundance,  for  other  ancient  works, 
there  is  an  additional  line  of  evidence  peculiar 
to  Christian  literature.  The  fact  of  the  com- 
munity of  believers  in  Christ,  commonly  called 
"  the  Church,"  showing  in  early  times  such 
anxiety  to  have  correct  lists,  copies,  and  trans- 
lations of  the  Apostolic  writings,  is  a  strong 
presumption  in  favour  of  the  genuineness  of  those 
writings  which,  like  our  "  letters,"  we  find  upon 
the  very  earliest  lists.  The  Christian  Church,  it 
is  well  known,  was  spread  by  the  middle  of  the 
second  century  over  almost  all  the  civilised  world. 
There  were  at  that  time  great  difficulties  in 
intercommunication  between  the  branches  of  the 
Church,  and  almost  greater  still  in  multiplying 
copies  of  treasured  books.  Nevertheless,  with  what 
must  be  called  at  least  a  wonderful  instinct  (if 


*  "  Introduction  to  the  New  Testament,"  by  G.  Salmon, 
D.D.,  p,  29. 
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nothing  more  be  allowed),  it  settled  upon  certain 
writings,  and  excluded  others,  and  gave  the  stamp 
of  a  gradually  concentrating  authority  to  the 
antiquity  and  Apostolic  source  of  those  which  the 
judgment  and  experience  of  after- ages  have  felt 
to  be  immeasurably  the  most  worthy  of  such 
dignity.  Whatever  weight  may  be  attached  to 
this  witness  of  the  universal  Church  of  Christ 
bears  with  all  its  strength  upon  our  four  letters, 
as  to  whose  Pauline  origin  there  never  has 
been  the  slightest  doubt  or  hesitation  in  any 
branch  of  the  widely  scattered  community. 
While  saying  this,  I  have  to  acknowledge, 
speaking  only  as  a  literary  and  historical  inquirer, 
that  the  evidence  for  the  other  books  con- 
tained in  the  old  catalogues  seems  to  me  over- 
whelmingly strong,  and  the  objections  against 
them  utterly  insufficient  to  shake  the  confidence 
with  which  they  have  been  generally  accepted 
as  "  genuine  documents  of  the  Apostolic  age, 
containing  the  substance  of  the  Apostolic  testi- 
mony."* 

But  I  think  it  is  best  for  our  inquiry  to  confine 
ourselves  to  these  "  four,"  which  form  a  common 
ground  between  believers  and  unbelievers  in 

*  Prolegomena  to  Alford's  Greek  Testament. 
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Christianity,  inasmuch  as  both  alike  recognise 
them  as  having  been  written  between  twenty 
and  thirty  years  after  the  death  of  Jesus  of 
Nazareth. 


CHAPTER    IV. 
THE  TESTIMONY  OF  THE  RECORDS. 


''  Thou  sternest  human  and  Divine, 

The  highest,  holiest  manhood  Thoti  : 

Our  'wills  are  ours  we  know  not  how  ; 

Our  wills  are  ours  to  make  them  Thine." 

TENNYSON. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

THE    TESTIMONY    OF    THE    RECORDS. 

\\  7E  stand  together  then,  searching  into  this 
old  religion,  upon  one  solid  ground  of 
fact,  at  all  events.  Whatever  we  may  think  of 
Christianity,  we  have  means  of  judging  what  was 
thought  of  it  by  a  very  earnest  and  large-minded 
man  who  lived  at  about  the  same  date  as  its 
crucified  Founder,  and  spent  much  time  amidst  the 
scenes  where  His  life  was  lived.  Considering,  as 
was  observed  just  now,  what  a  power  that  life  has 
been  in  the  world,  considering  the  devotion  and 
enthusiasm  felt  by  generation  after  generation  of 
human  beings  towards  the  Nazarene  Himself,  it 
cannot  but  interest  us  deeply  to  see  how  He  was 
looked  upon  and  thought  of  in  that  contemporary 
age.  As  we  read  and  analyse  the  letters  of  Paul 
we  are  going  back  into  the  far  distance  and 
looking  at  the  sun  that  has  long  sunk  below  the 
horizon  of  our  own  time,  but  was  still  visible  in  its 
setting  glory  during  his.  We  shall  certainly  be 
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better  judges  of  the  nature  of  the  life  of  Jesus  for 
studying  it  from  so  close  a  point  of  view. 

Our  present  question  then  is  very  clear  and 
definite.  It  is  simply,  What  did  Paul  of  Tarsus 
think  and  teach  about  Jesus  of  Nazareth  ? 

The  amount  of  reliance  we  ought  to  place  upon 
his  thought  is  a  different  matter,  which  we  can 
consider  afterwards.  We  only  ask  now,  What  do 
we  know  as  to  his  ideas  on  the  subject  ? 

A  great  difficulty  in  pursuing  our  search,  or 
rather  in  expressing  the  result  of  our  search,  is 
that  we  suffer  from  an  "  embarrassment  of  riches." 
The  name  of  Jesus  Christ  is  on  almost  every  line 
of  Paul's  letters.  The  thought  of  Him  seems 
never  absent  from  his  mind.  As  he  says  himself 
to  the  Galatians,  "  I  was  determined  to  know 
nothing  among  you  save  Jesus  Christ  and  him 
crucified."  To  describe  the  writer's  feelings  and 
thoughts  about  this  Person  in  any  adequate 
manner,  it  would  be  necessary  to  transcribe  all 
he  wrote.  We  must,  however,  for  the  present 
satisfy  ourselves  with  extracts  bearing  upon  some 
definite  points  which  stand  out  boldly  in  his 
teaching  and  give  their  form  to  it  all. 

We  may  for  convenience  classify  them  as 
follows  :  the  nature  and  dignity  he  attributes  to 
Jesus  of  Nazareth  ;  the  facts  in  His  life  he  states 
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or  implies  ;  the  results  he  considers  to  flow  from 
these  facts  ;  the  feelings  he  and  his  fellow-disciples 
entertain  towards  Jesus;  the  sufferings  and  labours 
entailed  on  them  by  their  connection  with  Him  ; 
the  society  of  believers  in  Christ  pictured  for  us 
in  his  letters  ;  the  spiritual  and  moral  tone  of  his 
teaching  to  this  society. 

Taking  up  his  letters  then,  written  from  twenty- 
five  to  thirty  years  after  the  execution  of  Jesus,  we 
find  his  ideas  as  to  the  nature  and  dignity  of  this 
crucified  Man  not  so  much  formally  stated  as 
coming  out  undesignedly  in  such  expressions  as 
these:  "  Paul,  called  to  be  an  Apostle  of  Jesus  Christ, 
unto  the  Church  of  God  which  is  at  Corinth,  even 
them  that  are  sanctified  in  Christ  Jesus,  .  .  .  with 
all  that  call  upon  the  name  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  in  every  place,  their  Lord  and  ours  :  grace 
to  you  and  peace  from  God  our  Father  and  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ."*  "God  is  faithful,  through 
whom  ye  were  called  into  the  fellowship  of  his 
Son  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord."  "  We  preach  Christ 

*  The  quotations  in  this  and  the  next  three  chapters  are 
all  taken  from  the  revised  version  of  the  First  and  Second 
Epistles  to  the  Corinthians,  the  Epistle  to  the  Galatians, 
and  the  Epistle  to  the  Romans.  The  words  are  so  familiar 
to  most  readers,  and  the  quotations  so  easily  verified,  that 
it  has  been  thought  unnecessary  to  check  the  movement 
of  the  argument  by  references  to  chapter  and  verse. 
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crucified,  unto  Jews  a  stumbling-block  and  unto 
Gentiles  foolishness,  but  unto  them  that  are  called, 
both  Jews  and  Greeks,  Christ  the  power  of  God 
and  the  wisdom  of  God."  "  Of  him  are  ye  in 
Christ  Jesus,  who  was  made  unto  us  wisdom  from 
God  and  righteousness  and  sanctification, according 
as  it  is  written,  he  that  glorieth,  let  him  glory  in 
the  Lord."  "  We  speak  God's  wisdom,  ...  which 
none  of  the  rulers  of  this  world  knoweth  ;  for  had 
they  known  it,  they  would  not  have  crucified  the 
Lord  of  glory."  "  Your  bodies  are  members  of 
Christ.  Shall  I  then  take  away  the  members 
of  Christ  and  make  them  the  members  of  an 
harlot  ?  God  forbid.  Know  ye  not  that  your 
body  is  the  temple  of  the  Holy  Ghost  ? "  "  To 
us  there  is  one  God  the  Father,  of  whom  are 
all  things,  and  we  unto  him,  and  one  Lord, 
Jesus  Christ,  through  whom  are  all  things,  and 
we  through  him."  "For  the  Son  of  God,  Jesus 
Christ,  who  was  preached  among  you  by  us, 
was  not  yea  and  nay,  but  in  him  is  yea." 
"  But  and  if  our  Gospel  is  veiled,  it  is  veiled 
in  them  that  are  perishing,  in  whom  the  god  of 
this  world  hath  blinded  the  minds  of  the  un- 
believing, that  the  light  of  the  Gospel  of  the 
glory  of  Christ,  who  is  the  image  of  God,  should 
not  dawn  upon  them.  For  we  preach  not  ourselves, 
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but  Christ  Jesus  as  Lord,  and  ourselves  as  your 
servants  for  Jesus'  sake,  seeing  it  is  God  that 
said,  Light  shall  shine  out  of  darkness,  who  shined 
in  our  hearts  to  give  the  light  of  the  knowledge 
of  the  glory  of  God  in  the  face  of  Jesus  Christ." 
"  God  was  in  Christ  reconciling  the  world  unto 
himself,  not  reckoning  unto  them  their  tres- 
passes." "  We  are  ambassadors  on  behalf  of 
Christ,  as  though  God  were  entreating  by  us  ;  we 
beseech  on  behalf  of  Christ,  Be  ye  reconciled 
unto  God."  "  Casting  down  imaginations  and 
every  high  thing  that  is  exalted  against  the 
knowledge  of  God,  and  bringing  every  thought 
into  captivity  to  the  obedience  of  Christ."  "  The 
grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  the  love  of 
God,  and  the  communion  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  be 
with  you  all."  "  Paul,  an  Apostle,  not  from  men, 
neither  through  men,  but  through  Jesus  Christ  and 
God  the  Father,  who  raised  him  from  the  dead  : 
.  .  .  grace  to  you  and  peace  from  God  the  Father 
and  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who  gave  himself 
for  our  sins."  "  Am  I  seeking  to  please  men  ? 
If  I  were  still  pleasing  men,  I  should  not  be  a 
servant  of  Christ."  "  When  it  was  the  good 
pleasure  of  God  to  reveal  his  Son  in  me,  that 
I  might  preach  him  among  the  Gentiles."  "  I 
have  been]  crucified  with  Christ,  yet  I  live,  and 
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yet  no  longer  I,  but  Christ  liveth  in  me ;  and  that 
life  which  I  now  live  in  the  flesh  I  live  in  faith, 
the  faith  which  is  in  the  Son  of  God,  who 
loved  me,  and  gave  himself  for  me."  "  Far 
be  it  from  me  to  glory  save  in  the  Cross 
of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  through  which  the 
world  hath  been  crucified  unto  me,  and  I  unto 
the  world."  "  The  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
be  with  your  spirit,  brethren." 

Different  opinions  may  be  entertained  about 
the  exact  meaning  and  force  of  some  of  the 
foregoing  expressions,  but  looking  at  them  all 
together,  no  inquirer  can  help  feeling  the  solemn, 
the  almost  awful  position,  the  crucified  Jesus 
holds  in  the  mind  of  Paul.  He  manifestly 
thinks  of  Him  always  as  invested  with  majesty 
and  glory  unspeakable.  The  thoughts  of  God 
and  Jesus  are  inextricably  blended  together. 
Their  names  are  breathed  forth  in  one  breath 
in  his  puayers.  No  title  is  too  lofty  to  express 
His  greatness.  He  is  the  Lord  of  glory,  the 
image  of  God,  the  power  and  wisdom  of  God. 
All  things  are  through  Him.  He  is  the  Son  of 
God,  our  Lord,  to  Whom  every  thought  is  to 
be  brought  into  obedience.  Such  is  the  dignity 
of  Jesus  in  the  eyes  of  this  man  a  few  years  after 
He  died  an  ignominious  death, 


CHAPTER   V, 
THE  TESTIMONY  OF  THE  RECORDS  (continued). 


"  Before,  man's  first  and  after  man's  poor  last 
God  operated  and  -will  operate." 

BROWNING. 


CHAPTER    V. 

THE  TESTIMONY  OF  THE  RECORDS  (CONTINUED). 

r  I  ^HE  history  of  the  "anointed  Jesus,"  as  he 
calls  Him,  is  evidently  supposed  by  the 
writer  of  these  letters  to  be  familiar  to  the  people 
to  whom  he  sends  them.  He  makes  no  attempt 
to  tell  it,  only  alludes  to  its  incidents  as  well- 
known  facts.  On  two  occasions,  indeed,  he  stops  in 
the  course  of  his  arguments  to  recall  certain  im- 
portant events  and  to  state  them  distinctly.  In 
correcting  abuses  connected  with  a  religious  rite 
which  Christians  call  "  the  Lord's  Supper,"  it  was 
necessary  for  Paul  to  remind  his  readers  of  the 
exact  circumstances  of  its  institution.  In  refuting 
what  he  believed  to  be  false  ideas  about  the  re- 
surrection of  the  human  body,  he  felt  it  important 
for  his  argument  to  state  distinctly  and  at  some 
length  what  took  place  when  Jesus  Christ  rose 
from  the  dead.  With  these  two  most  interesting 
exceptions,  the  history  of  the  life  lately  lived  in 
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Palestine  comes  out  in  the  occasional  undesigned 
and  fragmentary  manner  we  have  described  in  a 
previous  chapter. 

Reading  the  letters  over  with  the  desire  of 
seeing  what  Paul  knew  or  thought  about  facts 
in  the  life  of  the  Nazarene,  we  find  him  expressing 
himself  as  follows :  "  Ye  know  the  grace  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ ;  that  though  he  was  rich,  yet 
for  your  sakes  he  became  poor,  that  ye  through 
his  poverty  might  become  rich."  "  But  when  the 
fulness  of  time  came,  God  sent  forth  his  Son, 
born  of  a  woman,  born  under  the  law,  that  we 
might  receive  the  adoption  of  sons."  "  The  Gospel 
of  God  concerning  his  Son,  who  was  born  of  the 
seed  of  David  according  to  the  flesh."  "  Israelites, 
.  .  .  whose  are  the  fathers,  and  of  whom  is  Christ 
concerning  the  flesh,  who  is  over  all,  God  blessed 
for  ever."  "  Him  who  knew  no  sin,  he  made  to 
be  sin  on  our  behalf,  that  we  might  be  made  the 
righteousness  of  God  in  him."  "  I  Paul  myself 
entreat  you  by  the  meekness  and  gentleness  of 
Christ."  "  Let  each  of  us  please  his  neighbour  for 
that  which  is  good  unto  the  use  of  edifying,  for 
Christ  pleased  not  himself."  "  For  the  love  of 
Christ  constraineth  us,  because  we  thus  judge  : 
that  one  died  for  all  ;  therefore  all  died  ;  and 
he  died  for  all  that  they  which  live  should  no 
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longer  live  unto  themselves,  but  unto  him  who 
for  their  sakes  died  and  rose  again."  "  That  life 
which  I  now  live  in  the  flesh  I  live  in  faith,  the 
faith  which  is  in  the  Son  of  God,  who  loved  me, 
and  gave  himself  for  me."  "  After  three  years 
I  went  up  to  Jerusalem  to  visit  Cephas,  and 
tarried  with  him  fifteen  days.  But  other  of  the 
Apostles  saw  I  none,  save  James,  the  Lord's 
brother."  "  When  they  perceived  the  grace  that 
was  given  unto  me,  James  and  Cephas  and  John, 
they  who  were  reputed  to  be  pillars,  gave  to 
me  and  Barnabas  the  right  hand  of  fellowship." 
"  Have  we  no  right  to  lead  about  a  wife  that  is 
a  believer,  even  as  the  rest  of  the  Apostles,  and 
the  brethren  of  the  Lord,  and  Cephas?"  "For  I 
received  of  the  Lord  that  which  also  I  delivered 
unto  you,  how  that  the  Lord  Jesus  in  the  night 
in  which  he  was  betrayed  took  bread  ;  and  when 
he  had  given  thanks,  he  brake  it,  and  said,  This 
is  my  body,  which  is  for  you  :  this  do  in  re- 
membrance of  me.  In  like  manner  also  the  cup, 
after  supper,  saying,  This  cup  is  the  new  covenant 
in  my  blood  :  this  do,  as  oft  as  ye  drink  it,  in 
remembrance  of  me.  For  as  often  as  ye  eat  this 
bread,  and  drink  this  cup,  ye  proclaim  the  Lord's 
death  till  he  come."  "  While  we  were  yet 
sinners,  Christ  died  for  us."  "He  that  spared 
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not  his  own  Son,  but  delivered  him  up 
for  us  all,  how  shall  he  not  also  with  him 
freely  give  us  all  things  ?  It  is  Christ  Jesus  that 
died,  yea  rather  that  was  raised  from  the  dead, 
who  is  at  the  right  hand  of  God,  who  also 
maketh  intercession  for  us."  "  For  to  this  end 
Christ  died  and  lived  again,  that  he  might  be 
Lord  both  of  the  dead  and  the  living." 
"  We  preach  Christ  crucified."  "  Our  Passover 
also  hath  been  sacrificed,  even  Christ."  "  The 
brother  for  whose  sake  Christ  died."  "  He  was 
crucified  through  weakness,  yet  liveth  by  the 
power  of  God."  "  Before  whose  eyes  Jesus  Christ 
was  openly  set  forth  crucified."  "  Christ  re- 
deemed us  from  the  curse  of  the  law,  having 
become  a  curse  for  us  ;  for  it  is  written,  Cursed 
be  every  one  that  hangeth  on  a  tree."  "  Declared 
to  be  the  Son  of  God  with  power  by  the  resurrec- 
tion of  the  dead,  even  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord." 
"  That  like  as  Christ  was  raised  from  the  dead 
through  the  glory  of  the  Father,  so  we  also 
might  walk  in  newness  of  life."  "  Knowing  that 
Christ,  being  raised  from  the  dead,  dieth  no 
more."  "  If  the  Spirit  of  him  that  raised  up 
Jesus  from  the  dead  dwelleth  in  you."  "  If 
thou  shalt  confess  with  thy  mouth  Jesus  as 
Lord,  and  shalt  believe  in  thy  heart  that  God 
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raised  him  from  the  dead,  thou  shalt  be  saved." 
"  I  delivered  unto  you  first  of  all  that  which 
also  I  received  :  how  that  Christ  died  for  our  sins, 
according  to  the  Scriptures,  and  that  he  was 
buried,  and  that  he  hath  been  raised  on  the 
third  day,  according  to  the  Scriptures,  and  that 
he  appeared  to  Cephas,  then  to  the  twelve  ; 
then  he  appeared  to  above  five  hundred  brethren 
at  once,  of  whom  the  greater  part  remain  until 
now,  but  some  are  fallen  asleep  ;  then  .he  appeared 
to  James ;  then  to  all  the  Apostles  ;  and  last  of 
all,  as  unto  one  born  out  of  due  time,  he  appeared 
to  me  also.  For  I  am  the  least  of  the  Apostles, 
that  am  not  meet  to  be  called  an  Apostle, 
because  I  persecuted  the  Church  of  God."  "  Now 
if  Christ  is  preached  that  he  hath  been  raised 
from  the  dead,  how  say  some  among  you  that 
there  is  no  resurrection  of  the  dead  ?  But  if 
there  is  no  resurrection  of  the  dead,  neither 
hath  Christ  been  raised  :  and  if  Christ  hath  not 
been  raised,  then  is  our  preaching  vain,  your 
faith  also  is  vain.  Yea,  and  we  are  found  false 
witnesses  of  God,  because  we  witnessed  of  God 
that  he  raised  up  Christ :  whom  he  raised  not 
up,  if  so  be  the  dead  are  not  raised.  For  if 
the  dead  are  not  raised,  neither  hath  Christ  been 
raised  ;  and  if  Christ  hath  not  been  raised,  your 
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faith  is  vain  :  ye  are  yet  in  your  sins  ;  then  they 
also  which  are  fallen  asleep  in  Christ  are  perished. 
It  in  this  life  only  we  have  hoped  in  Christ, 
we  are  of  all  men  most  pitiable.  But  now 
hath  Christ  been  raised  from  the  dead,  the 
first-fruits  of  them  that  are  asleep."  "  He 
that  wrought  us  for  the  self-same  thing  is 
God,  who  gave  unto  us  the  earnest  of  the 
Spirit."  "  He  hath  said  unto  me,  my  grace  is 
sufficient  for  thee,  for  my  power  is  made  perfect 
in  weakness.  Most  gladly  therefore  will  I  rather 
glory  in  my  weaknesses,  that  the  strength  of  Christ 
may  rest  upon  me."  "  This  only  would  I  learn 
from  you  :  received  ye  the  Spirit  by  the  works 
of  the  law  or  by  the  hearing  of  faith  ? "  "He 
therefore  that  supplieth  to  you  the  Spirit  and 
worketh  miracles  among  you,  doeth  he  it  by 
the  works  of  the  law,  or  by  the  hearing  of  faith  ? " 
"  And  because  ye  are  sons,  God  sent  forth  the 
Spirit  of  his  Son  into  our  hearts,  crying,  Abba, 
Father."  "  I  thaak  my  God  always  concerning  you, 
for  the  grace  of  God  which  was  given  you  in  Christ 
Jesus ;  that  in  everything  ye  were  enriched  in 
him,  in  all  utterance  and  all  knowledge ;  so  that 
ye  come  behind  in  no  gift ;  waiting  for  the  re- 
velation of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ ;  who  shall 
also  confirm  you  unto  the  end,  that  ye  be 


The  Testimony  of  the  Records.        53 

unreprovable  in  the  day  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ." 
"  We  must  all  be  made  manifest  before  the 
judgment  seat  of  Christ,  that  each  one  may 
receive  the  things  done  in  the  body,  according 
to  what  he  hath  done,  whether  it  be  good  or 
bad." 

A  very  distinct  history  is  given  in  these  inci- 
dental notices.  The  story  of  the  life  lived  a 
few  years  before  is  told  to  us  who  want  to 
know  about  it,  through  the  allusions  addressed 
to  those  who  knew  about  it  well  already.  We 
see  in  these  "  fragmentary  records "  that  Jesus 
was  born  of  the  Jewish  nation,  and  of  the 
family  of  David.  Paul  considers  that  before 
His  appearance  among  men  He  was  "  rich,"  and 
in  corning  among  men  He  became  "  poor."  He 
considers  that  God  sent  Him  forth  into  the  world 
to  confer  a  benefit  on  mankind.  He  describes 
him  as  born  of  a  woman,  born  under  the  law. 
He  had  "  brethren,"  and  the  name  of  one  of 
them  was  James.  He  had  Apostles — twelve — 
and  among  them  were  James,  Cephas,  and  John. 
His  character  was  sinless,  meek,  and  gentle, 
unselfish,  indifferent  to  the  pleasing  of  Himself, 
full  of  generous  love  and  pity  ;  He  voluntarily 
offered  up  His  life  for  others  ;  as  He  foresaw 
His  death  approaching,  He  instituted  a  festival 
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of  bread  and  wine  which  was  to  be  kept  in 
remembrance  of  Him  ;  He  was  betrayed  ;  He 
was  put  to  death  by  being  hung  upon  a  cross  ; 
He  was  buried  ;  on  the  third  day  afterwards 
He  was  raised  from  the  dead  ;  He  was  seen 
alive  again  by  all  His  Apostles  :  He  was  seen 
publicly  by  hundreds  of  people,  of  whom  the 
greater  number  were  alive  when  Paul  was  writing 
his  letter  ;  He  is  alive  now  ;  He  is  at  the  right 
hand  of  God  ;  He  makes  intercession  for  His 
people  ;  He  sent,  and  continually  sends,  His 
Spirit  into  men's  hearts  ;  He  is  expected  to  come 
again  into  the  world  :  at  that  coming  He  is  to 
pass  judgment  upon  men  according  to  their 
works.  This  complete  sketch  of  the  birth, 
character,  and  marvellous  career  of  the  Man 
called  Jesus  Christ,  "  the  anointed  Jesus,"  is 
given  by  the  narrator  almost  unawares  to  him- 
self. We  only  gather  it  up  from  the  allusions 
that  drop  from  him  as  he  presses  on  in  his  eager 
course  of  argument,  exhortation,  and  expostu- 
lation. 


CHAPTER   VI. 
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"  As  to  Thy  last  Apostle's  heart 

Ihy  lightning  glance  did  then  impart 

Zeats  never-dying  fire, 
Se  teach  us  on  Thy  shrine  to  lay 
Our  hearts,  and  let  them  day  by  day 
Intenser  blaze,  and  higher." 

KEBLE. 


CHAPTER  VI. 

THE   TESTIMONY  OF  THE  RECORDS  (CONTINUED). 

WE  saw,  in  the  last  chapter,  the  history 
of  Jesus  of  Nazareth  that  is  embedded 
in  the  old  letters  we  are  considering.  We  must 
see  next  the  results  which  the  writer  believes  to 
flow  from  the  facts  he  refers  to,  and  the  moral 
and  spiritual  tone  of  thought  with  which  he 
connects  them. 

A  few  instances  out  of  many  will  suffice  to 
show  the  light  in  which  Paul  the  Apostle  (as  he 
loves  to  call  himself)  looks  upon  the  consequences 
to  the  human  race  that  have  ensued  from  what 
Jesus  Christ  did  and  suffered. 

"  I  am  not  ashamed  of  the  Gospel :  for  it  is  the 
power  of  God  unto  salvation  to  every  one  that 
believeth  ;  to  the  Jew  first,  and  also  to  the  Greek." 
"  A  righteousness  of  God  hath  been  manifested, 
.  .  .  even  the  righteousness  of  God  through  faith 
in  Jesus  Christ,  unto  all  them  that  believe ;  for 
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there  is  no  distinction  ;  for  all  have  sinned,  and 
fall  short  of  the  glory  of  God  ;  being  justified 
freely  by  his  grace  through  the  redemption  that 
is  in  Christ  Jesus  :  whom  God  set  forth  to  be  a 
propitiation  through  faith,  by  his  blood,  to  show 
his  righteousness,  because  of  the  passing  over 
of  the  sins  done  aforetime,  in  the  forbearance  of 
God  ;  for  the  showing,  I  say,  of  his  righteousness 
at  this  present  season  :  that  he  might  himself  be 
just,  and  the  justifier  of  him  that  hath  faith  in  Jesus." 
"  Much  more  then,  being  now  justified  by  his 
blood,  we  shall  be  saved  from  the  wrath  of  God 
through  him.  For  if  while  we  were  enemies  we 
were  reconciled  to  God  through  the  death  of  his 
Son,  much  more,  being  reconciled,  shall  we  be 
saved  by  his  life  ;  and  not  only  so,  but  we  rejoice 
in  God  through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  through 
whom  we  have  now  received  the  reconciliation." 
"  Know  ye  not  that  the  unrighteous  shall  not 
inherit  the  kingdom  of  God  ?  And  such  were 
some  of  you  ;  but  ye  were  washed,  but  ye  were 
sanctified,  but  ye  were  justified  in  the  name  of 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  in  the  Spirit  of  our  God." 
"The  word  of  the  Cross  is  to  them  that  are 
perishing  foolishness,  but  unto  us  which  are  being 
saved  it  is  the  power  of  God."  "  As  through  one 
man's  disobedience  the  many  were  made  sinners, 
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even  so  through  the  obedience  of  the  one  shall  the 
many  be  made  righteous,  .  .  .  that  as  sin  reigned 
in  death,  even  so  might  grace  reign  through 
righteousness  unto  eternal  life  through  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord."  "  If  we  died  with  Christ, 
we  believe  we  shall  also  live  with  him." 
"  Reckon  yourselves  to  be  dead  unto  sin,  but 
alive  unto  God  in  Jesus  Christ "  "  The  wages 
of  sin  is  death,  but  the  free  gift  of  God  is  eter- 
nal life  in  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord."  "  Whom 
he  foreknew  he  also  foreordained  to  be  con- 
formed to  the  image  of  his  Son,  that  he  might 
be  the  first-born  among  many  brethren."  "  Ye 
were  bought  with  a  price  ;  become  not  bond- 
servants of  men."  "  As  in  Adam  all  die,  so  also 
in  Christ  shall  all  be  made  alive."  "  O  Death, 
where  is  thy  victory  ?  O  Death,  where  is  thy 
sting  ?  The  sting  of  death  is  sin,  and  the  power 
of  sin  is  the  law ;  but  thanks  be  to  God,  who 
giveth  us  the  victory  through  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ."  "  Always  bearing  about  in  the  body 
the  dying  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  that  the  life  also 
of  Jesus  may  be  manifested  in  our  body." 
"  Knowing  that  he  which  raised  up  the  Lord 
Jesus  shall  raise  up  us  also  with  Jesus,  and  shall 
present  us  with  you."  "  If  any  man  is  in  Christ, 
he  is  a  new  creature  ;  the  old  things  are  passed 
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away  ;  behold,  they  are  become  new."  "  I  have 
been  crucified  with  Christ ;  yet  I  live  ;  and  yet  no 
longer  I,  but  Christ  liveth  in  me  ;  and  that  life 
which  I  now  live  in  the  flesh  I  live  in  the  faith 
which  is  in  the  Son  of  God,  who  loved  me,  and 
gave  himself  up  for  me." 

Grand  results  these,  expressed  over  and  over 
again  in  varying  forms !  If  we  could  be  sure 
that  the  old  writer  had  real  foundation  for  his 
beliefs  and  his  expectations,  how  ennobled 
and  glorified  our  human  life  might  become. 
Sin  forgiven,  the  erring  man  brought  home  in 
friendship  to  his  Father,  power  for  high  and 
holy  thought  and  action,  new  life  after  death, 
an  endless  destiny  beyond  the  grave — such  are 
the  effects  which  Paul  the  Apostle  believes  to 
follow  from  the  work  of  Jesus  Christ. 

We  need  not  then  wonder  at  finding  in  his 
letters  expressions  which  show  the  warmest 
gratitude,  the  most  reverent  affection,  the  deepest 
devotion  on  the  part  of  himself  and  his  fellow- 
Christians  towards  One  to  Whom  they  think  they 
owe  so  much.  Neither  need  we  wonder  if  we 
see  traces  of  suffering  and  hardship  voluntarily 
undergone  in  propagating  a  faith  which  was 
evidently  to  them  so  precious. 

"  Paul,  a  bond-servant  of  Jesus  Christ" — he  calls 
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himself — "  through  whom  we  received  grace  and 
apostleship  unto  obedience  of  faith  among  all  the 
nations  for  his  name's  sake,  among  whom  are  ye 
also  called  to  be  Jesus  Christ's."  "  The  Spirit  him- 
self beareth  witness  that  we  are  children  of  God,  and 
if  children,  then  heirs:  heirs  of  God  and  joint  heirs 
of  Christ  ;  if  so  be  that  we  suffer  with  him,  that 
we  may  be  also  glorified  with  him.  For  I  reckon 
that  the  sufferings  of  this  present  time  are  not 
worthy  to  be  compared  with  the  glory  which  shall 
be  revealed  to  usward."  "  Who  shall  separate  us 
from  the  love  of  Christ  ?  Shall  tribulation,  or 
anguish,  or  persecution,  or  famine,  or  nakedness, 
or  peril,  or  sword  ?  Nay,  in  all  these  things  we 
are  more  than  conquerors  through  him  that  loved 
us."  "  For  none  of  us  liveth  to  himself,  and  none 
dieth  to  himself  ;  for  whether  we  live,  we  live  unto 
the  Lord,  or  whether  we  die,  we  die  unto  the  Lord ; 
whether  we  live  therefore  or  die,  we  are  the 
Lord's."  "  For  all  things  are  yours,  whether  Paul,  or 
Apollos,  or  Cephas,  or  the  world,  or  life,  or  death, 
or  things  present,  or  things  to  come  ;  all  are  yours  : 
and  ye  are  Christ's  ;  and  Christ  is  God's."  "  I 
think  God  hath  set  forth  us  the  Apostles  last  of 
all  as  men  doomed  to  death  ;  for  we  are  made  a 
spectacle  to  the  world,  and  to  angels,  and  to  men. 
We  are  fools  for  Christ's  sake ;  .  .  .  even  unto  this 
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present  hour  we  both  hunger,  and  thirst,  and  are 
naked,  and  are  buffeted,  and  have  no  certain  dwell- 
ing-place ;  and  we  toil,  working  with  our  own  hands ; 
being  reviled,  we  bless  ;  being  persecuted,  we 
endure  ;  being  defamed,  we  entreat :  we  are  made 
as  the  filth  of  the  world,  the  offscouring  of  all 
things  even  until  now."  "  We  bear  all  things  that 
we  may  cause  no  hindrance  to  the  Gospel  of 
Christ.  If  I  preach  the  Gospel,  I  have  nothing  to 
glory  of,  for  necessity  is  laid  upon  me  ;  for  woe 
is  unto  me,  if  I  preach  not  the  Gospel.  To  the 
weak  I  became  as  weak,  that  I  might  gain  the 
weak.  I  am  become  all  things  to  all  men,  that 
I  may  by  all  means  save  some.  And  I  do  all 
things  for  the  Gospel's  sake,  that  I  might  be  a  joint 
partaker  thereof."  "  I  also  please  all  men  in  all 
things,  not  seeking  mine  own  profit,  but  the  profit 
of  the  many,  that  they  may  be  saved.  Be  ye 
imitators  of  me,  even  as  I  also  am  of  Christ." 
"  By  the  grace  of  God  I  am  what  I  am  :  and  his 
grace  which  was  bestowed  on  me  was  not  found 
in  vain  ;  but  I  laboured  more  abundantly  than 
they  all :  yet  not  I,  but  the  grace  of  God  which 
was  with  me."  "  I  protest  by  that  glorying  in  you, 
brethren,  which  I  have  in  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord,  I  die 
daily.  If  after  the  manner  of  men  I  have  fought  with 
beasts  at  Ephesus,what  doth  it  profit  me  if  the  dead 
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are  not  raised?"  "For  as  the  sufferings  of  Christ 
abound  unto  us,  even  so  also  our  comfort  aboundeth 
through  Christ.  But  whether  we  be  afflicted,  it  is 
for  your  comfort  and  salvation  ;  or  whether  we  be 
comforted,  it  is  for  your  comfort,  which  worketh 
in  the  patient  enduring  of  the  same  sufferings 
which  we  also  suffer.  For  we  would  not  have 
you  ignorant,  brethren,  concerning  our  affliction 
which  befell  us  in  Asia,  that  we  were  weighed 
down  exceedingly,  beyond  our  power,  insomuch 
that  we  despaired  even  of  life  ;  yea,  we  ourselves 
have  had  the  answer  of  death  within  ourselves, 
that  we  should  not  trust  in  ourselves,  but  in 
God,  which  raiseth  the  dead."  "  We  preach  not 
ourselves,  but  Christ  Jesus  as  our  Lord,  and  our- 
selves as  your  servants  for  Jesus'  sake."  "  We  have 
this  treasure  in  earthen  vessels,  that  the  exceeding 
greatness  of  the  power  may  be  of  God,  and  not  from 
ourselves.  We  are  pressed  on  every  side,  yet  not 
straitened ;  perplexed,  yet  not  unto  despair ;  pursued, 
yet  not  forsaken ;  smitten  down,  yet  not  destroyed  ; 
always  bearing  about  in  the  body  the  dying  of 
Jesus,  that  the  life  also  of  Jesus  may  be  manifested 
in  our  body."  "  In  everything  commending  our- 
selves as  ministers  of  God  :  in  much  patience  in 
afflictions,  in  necessities,  in  distresses,  in  stripes,  in 
imprisonments,  in  tumults,  ...  by  honour  and 
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dishonour,  by  evil  report  and  good  report  ;  as 
deceivers,  and  yet  true ;  as  unknown,  and  yet 
well  known  ;  as  dying,  and,  behold,  we  live  ; 
as  sorrowful,  yet  always  rejoicing  ;  as  poor,  yet 
making  many  rich  ;  as  having  nothing,  and  yet 
possessing  all  things."  "  Of  the  Jews  five  times 
received  I  forty  stripes  save  one  ;  thrice  was 
I  beaten  with  rods  ;  once  was  I  stoned  ;  thrice 
I  suffered  shipwreck  ;  a  night  and  a  day  have  I 
been  in  the  deep  ;  in  journeyings  often,  in  perils 
of  rivers,  in  perils  of  robbers,  in  perils  from  my 
countrymen,  in  perils  from  the  Gentiles,  in  perils 
in  the  city,  in  perils  in  the  wilderness,  in  perils  in 
the  sea,  in  perils  among  false  brethren,  in  labour 
and  travail,  in  watchings  often,  in  hunger  and 
thirst,  in  fastings  often,  in  cold  and  nakedness, 
beside  those  things  which  press  upon  me  daily, 
anxiety  for  all  the  Churches.  Who  is  weak,  and  I 
I  am  not  weak  ?  who  is  made  to  stumble,  and 
I  burn  not  ?  The  God  and  Father  of  the  Lord 
Jesus,  he  who  is  blessed  for  evermore,  knoweth 
that  I  lie  not.  In  Damascus  the  governor  under 
Aretas  the  king  guarded  the  city  of  the  Damas- 
cenes, in  order  to  take  me  :  and  through  a  window 
was  I  let  down  in  a  basket  by  the  wall,  and  escaped 
his  hands."  "  Gladly  will  I  rather  glory  in  my 
weaknesses,  that  the  strength  of  Christ  may  rest 
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upon  me.  Wherefore  I  take  pleasure  in  weaknesses, 
in  injuries,  in  necessities,  in  persecutions,  in  dis- 
tresses, for  Christ's  sake,  for  when  I  am  weak, 
then  am  I  strong."  "  Far  be  it  from  me  to  glory 
save  in  the  Cross  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  through 
which  the  world  hath  been  crucified  to  me,  and  I 
unto  the  world."  "  I  bear  branded  on  my  body  the 
marks  of  Jesus." 

Very  great  were  the  dangers  and  sufferings,  and 
very  intense  the  labour,  evidently  entailed  upon 
Paul  and  his  fellows  in  obeying  the  mandates  of 
this  crucified  Person  Jesus  and  in  proclaiming 
abroad  what  He  was  and  what  He  did.  And 
yet  every  line  in  his  letters  shows  the  writer  full, 
of  enthusiasm,  gladness,  and  hope.  He  tells  his 
own  story,  as  he  tells  his  Master's,  not  deliberately 
or  of  any  set  purpose,  but  in  fragments  of 
narrative  or  hasty  allusion,  in  order  to  enforce 
his  eager  exhortations  ;  and  it  is  manifestly  the 
history  of  a  man  who  so  loves  this  Jesus  of 
Nazareth  and  feels  towards  Him  such  deep 
veneration  and  gratitude  that  he  is  proud  to 
dare  or  do  anything  for  His  sake. 


CHAPTER    VII. 
THE  TESTIMONY  OF  THE  RECORDS  (continued). 


"  Come,  my  Way,  my  Tmth,  my  Life, 

Stick  a  Way  as  gives  us  breath, 
Such  a  Truth  as  ends  all  strife, 
Such  a  Life  as  killeth  death. ' 

GEORGE  HERBERT, 


CHAPTER    VII. 

THE  TESTIMONY  OF   THE  RECORDS    (CONTINUED). 

A  GREAT  organised  society  now  exists  in  the 
•**•  world  called  the  Church  of  Christ.  It 
has  existed  for  ages,  and  has  certainly  been  an 
important  agent  in  human  history.  It  is  not  the 
purpose  of  our  present  inquiry  to  consider  how  it 
has  used  or  abused  its  powers,  or  how  far  the  spirit 
that  has  generally  animated  it  has  been  a  faithful 
echo  of  the  tone  of  its  Founder's  acting  and  teach- 
ing. But  as  we  look  over  our  old  letters  written 
by  the  contemporary  of  Jesus,  we  cannot  but  be 
struck  and  interested  by  the  evidence  they  bear 
to  the  existence  of  a  regular  organised  Christian 
society  even  in  his  day.  Let  us  consider  as 
examples  the  following  series  of  passages  :  "  Are 
ye  ignorant  that  all  we  who  were  baptised  into 
Christ  Jesus  were  baptised  into  his  death  ? " 
"  Were  ye  baptised  into  the  name  of  Paul  ? 
I  thank  God  that  I  baptised  none  of  you  save 
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Crispus  and  Gaius,  lest  any  man  should  say  that 
ye  were  baptised  into  my  name.  And  I  bap- 
tised also  the  household  of  Stephanas  ;  besides, 
I  know  not  whether  I  baptised  any  other."  "  As 
many  of  you  as  were  baptised  into  Christ  did 
put  on  Christ."  "  For  as  the  body  is  one,  and  hath 
many  members,  and  all  the  members  of  the  body, 
being  many,  are  one  body,  so  also  is  Christ.  For 
in  one  Spirit  were  we  all  baptised  into  one  body, 
.  .  .  and  were  all  made  to  drink  of  one  Spirit." 
"  Now  ye  are  the  body  of  Christ,  and  severally 
members  thereof.  And  God  hath  set  some  in  the 
Church,  first  Apostles,  secondly  prophets,  thirdly 
teachers,  then  miracles,  then  gifts  of  healings,  helps, 
governments,  divers  kinds  of  tongues."  "  I  am  the 
least  of  the  Apostles,  that  am  not  meet  to  be 
called  an  Apostle,  because  I  persecuted  the  Church 
of  God."  "  The  Churches  of  Asia  salute  you." 
"  Unto  the  Church  of  God  which  is  in  Corinth, 
even  them  that  are  sanctified  in  Christ  Jesus,  called 
to  be  saints,  with  all  that  call  upon  the  name 
of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  every  place,  their 
Lord  and  ours."  "  Now  I  beseech  you,  brethren, 
through  the  name  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ} 
that  ye  all  speak  the  same  thing,  and  that 
there  be  no  divisions  among  you.  .  .  .  Now  this 
I  mean  :  that  each  one  of  you  saith,  I  am  of  Paul, 
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and  I  of  Apollos,  and  I  of  Cephas,  and  I  of  Christ. 
Is  Christ  divided  ?  was  Paul  crucified  for  you  ?" 
"  What  then  is  Apollos  ?  and  what  is  Paul  ?  Ministers 
through  whom  ye  believed,  and  each  as  the  Lord 
gave  to  him."  "  Other  foundation  can  no  man  lay 
than  that  which  is  laid,  which  is  Jesus  Christ." 
"  Let  a  man  so  account  of  us  as  of  ministers 
of  Christ  and  stewards  of  the  mysteries  of  God." 
"  Now  there  are  diversities  of  gifts,  but  the  same 
Spirit.  .  .  .  For  to  one  is  given  through  the  Spirit 
the  word  of  wisdom,  and  to  another  prophecy,  and 
to  another  discerning  of  spirits,  etc. ;  but  all  these 
worketh  the  one  and  the  same  Spirit,  dividing  to 
each  one  severally  as  he  will."  "  For  I  verily, 
being  absent  in  body,  but  present  in  spirit,  have 
already,  as  though  I  were  present,  judged  him 
that  hath  so  wrought  this  thing,  in  the  name 
of  our  Lord,  ye  being  gathered  together,  and  my 
spirit,  with  the  power  of  our  Lord  Jesus,  to  de- 
liver such  a  one  unto  Satan  for  the  destruction  of 
the  flesh,  that  the  spirit  may  be  saved  in  the  day 
of  the  Lord  Jesus."  "  I  write  unto  you  not  to 
keep  company  if  any  man  that  is  named  a  brother 
be  a  fornicator,  or  covetous,  or  an  idolater,  or  a 
reviler,  or  a  drunkard,  or  an  extortioner  ;  with 
such  a  one,  no,  not  to  eat.  For  what  have  I 
to  do  with  judging  them  that  are  without  ?  Do 
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ye  not  judge  them  that  are  within,  whereas  them 
that  are  without  God  judgeth  ?  Put  away  the 
wicked  man  from  among  yourselves."  "  Dare 
any  of  you,  having  a  matter  against  his  neigh- 
bour, go  to  law  before  the  unrighteous,  and  not 
before  the  saints  ? "  "If  therefore  the  whole 
Church  be  assembled  together,  and  all  speak  with 
tongues,  and  there  come  in  men  unlearned  or 
unbelieving,  will  they  not  say  that  ye  are  mad  ? 
But  if  all  prophesy,  and  there  come  in  one  un- 
believing or  unlearned,  he  is  reproved  by  all,  he  is 
judged  by  all  ;  the  secrets  of  his  heart  are  made 
manifest ;  and  so  he  will  fall  down  on  his  face  and 
worship  God,  declaring  that  God  is  among  you 
indeed."  "  Let  all  things  be  done  unto  edifying." 
"  Let  all  things  be  done  decently  and  in  order." 
"Sufficient  to  such  a  one  is  this  punishment,  which 
was  inflicted  by  the  many,  so  that  contrariwise  ye 
ought  rather  to  forgive  him  and  comfort  him." 
"  The  cup  of  blessing  which  we  bless,  is  it  not  a 
communion  of  the  blood  of  Christ?  the  bread  which 
we  break,  is  it  not  a  communion  of  the  body  of 
Christ?  seeing  that  we,  who  are  many,  are  one 
bread,  one  body,  for  we  all  partake  of  the  one  bread. 
Let  a  man  prove  himself,  and  so  let  him  eat  of 
the  bread  and  drink  of  the  cup.  Wherefore,  my 
brethren,  when  ye  come  together  to  eat,  wait  one 
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for  another.  If  any  man  is  hungry,  let  him  eat 
at  home,  that  your  coming  together  be  not  unto 
judgment." 

Here  we  have  a  picture  very  vividly  drawn  for 
us,  though  the  artist  put  in  his  colours  almost 
unconsciously  ;  a  picture  of  a  wide-spread  com- 
munity of  believers  in  Jesus  Christ,  united 
inwardly  by  their  faith  and  loyalty  towards  the 
one  great  Person,  united  outwardly  by  an 
initiatory  rite  called  baptism,  and  by  another 
ordinance  said  to  have  been  appointed  by  the 
Nazarene  before  His  death,  called  "  the  Lord's 
Supper."  The  community  had  teachers  to  guide 
and  direct  it  ;  it  had  frequent  meetings  together 
for  the  purpose  of  edification  and  worship  ;  and  it 
had  learned  to  submit  to  a  strict  and  solemn 
discipline,  whereby  unruly  members  could  be 
ejected  from  its  pale. 

To  branches  of  this  great  community,  or  Church, 
in  various  cities,  the  letters  we  are  considering 
were  addressed. 

Our  last  subject  of  study  must  be  the  moral 
and  spiritual  tone  of  the  advice  or  exhortation 
they  were  intended  to  convey.  This  has  already 
been  continually  illustrated  by  passages  quoted  in 
reference  to  the  other  points  we  have  dealt  with. 
But  a  few  additional  passages  more  directly 
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hortatory  may  help  to  bring  out  this  feature  in 
the  Apostle's  letters. 

"  A  still  more  excellent  way  show  I  unto  you. 
If  I  speak  with  the  tongues  of  men  and  of  angels, 
and  have  not  love,  I  am  become  sounding  brass 
or  a  clanging  cymbal.  And  if  I  have  the  gift 
of  prophecy,  and  know  all  mysteries  and  all 
knowledge,  and  if  I  have  all  faith,  so  as  to 
remove  mountains,  but  have  not  love,  I  am 
nothing.  And  if  I  bestow  all  my  goods  to  feed 
the  poor,  and  if  I  give  my  body  to  be  burned,  but 
have  not  love,  it  profiteth  me  nothing.  Love 
suffereth  long,  and  is  kind  ;  love  envieth  not ;  love 
vaunteth  not  itself;  is  not  puffed  up;  doth  not 
behave  itself  unseemly  ;  seeketh  not  its  own  ;  is 
not  provoked;  taketh  not  account  of  evil;  rejoiceth 
not  in  unrighteousness,  but  rejoiceth  with  the 
truth  ;  beareth  all  things  ;  believeth  all  things ; 
hopeth  all  things  ;  endureth  all  things.  .  .  .  Now 
abideth  faith,  hope,  love,  these  three ;  and  the 
greatest  of  these  is  love."  "  Wherefore,  my 
beloved  brethren,  be  ye  stedfast,  unmoveable, 
always  abounding  in  the  work  of  the  Lord, 
forasmuch  as  ye  know  that  your  labour  is  not 
in  vain  in  the  Lord."  "  Now  concerning  the 
collection  for  the  saints,  as  I  gave  order  to  the 
Churches  of  Galatia,  so  also  do  ye.  Upon  the  first 
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day  of  the  week  let  each  one  of  you  lay  by  him 
in  store  as  he  may  prosper."  "  Watch  ye  ;  stand 
fast  in  the  faith  ;  quit  you  like  men  ;  be  strong. 
Let  all  that  ye  do  be  in  love."  "  Having  therefore 
these  promises,  beloved,  let  us  cleanse  ourselves 
from  all  defilement  of  flesh  and  spirit,  perfecting 
holiness  in  the  fear  of  God."  "  I  fear  lest  by  any 
means  when  I  come  I  should  find  you  not  such 
as  I  would,  .  .  .  lest  by  any  means  there  should 
be  strife,  jealousy,  wrath,  factious  backbitings,  whis- 
perings, swellings,  tumults."  "Finally,  brethren, 
farewell.  Be  perfected  ;  be  comforted  ;  be  of  the 
same  mind  ;  live  in  peace,  and  the  God  of  love 
and  peace  shall  be  with  you.  Salute  one  another 
with  a  holy  kiss.  All  the  saints  salute  you."  "  For 
ye,  brethren,  were  called  for  freedom  ;  only  use  not 
your  freedom  for  an  occasion  to  the  flesh,  but  by 
love  serve  one  another.  For  the  whole  law  is 
fulfilled  in  one  word,  even  in  this :  Thou  shalt  love 
thy  neighbour  as  thyself."  "  Walk  by  the  Spirit, 
and  ye  shall  not  fulfil  the  lusts  of  the  flesh  ;  for 
the  flesh  lusteth  against  the  Spirit,  and  the  Spirit 
against  the  flesh.  Now  the  works  of  the  flesh  are 
manifest,  which  are  these  :  fornication,  unclean- 
ness,  lasciviousness,  idolatry,  sorcery,  enmities, 
strife,  jealousies,  wraths,  factions,  divisions,  heresies, 
envyings,  drunkenness,  revellings,  and  such-like,  of 
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which  I  forewarn  you,  even  as  I  did  forewarn  you 
that  they  which  practise  such  things  shall  not 
inherit  the  kingdom  of  God.  But  the  fruit  of  the 
Spirit  is  love,  joy,  peace,  longsuffering,  kindness, 
goodness,  faithfulness,  meekness,  temperance  ; 
against  such  there  is  no  law.  And  they  that  are 
Christ's  have  crucified  the  flesh,  with  the  passions 
and  lusts  thereof.  If  we  live  by  the  Spirit, 
let  us  also  walk.  Let  us  not  be  vainglorious, 
provoking  one  another,  envying  one  another." 
"  Let  not  sin  therefore  reign  in  your  mortal 
body,  that  ye  should  obey  the  lusts  thereof; 
neither  present  your  members  unto  sin  as  in- 
struments of  unrighteousness  ;  but  present  your- 
selves unto  God  as  alive  from  the  dead,  and 
your  members  as  instruments  of  righteousness 
unto  God.  For  sin  shall  not  have  dominion 
over  you  ;  for  ye  are  not  under  law,  but  under 
grace."  "  I  beseech  you  therefore,  brethren,  by  the 
mercies  of  God,  to  present  your  bodies  a  living 
sacrifice,  holy,  acceptable  to  God,  which  is  your 
reasonable  service.  And  be  not  fashioned  accord- 
ing to  this  world  ;  but  be  ye  transformed  by  the 
renewing  of  your  mind,  that  ye  may  prove  what  is 
the  good  and  acceptable  and  perfect  will  of  God. 
For  I  say,  through  the  grace  that  was  given  me, 
to  every  man  that  is  among  you  not  to  think  of 
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himself  more  highly  than  he  ought  to  think.  .  .  . 
Having  gifts  differing  according  to  the  grace  that 
was  given  to  us,  whether  prophecy,  let  us  prophesy 
according  to  the  proportion  of  our  faith ;  or 
ministry,  let  us  give  ourselves  to  our  ministry  j 
or  he  that  teacheth,  to  his  teaching  ;  or  he  that 
exhorteth,  to  his  exhorting.  He  that  giveth,  let 
him  do  it  with  liberality  ;  he  that  ruleth,  with 
diligence ;  he  that  showeth  mercy,  with  cheer- 
fulness. Let  love  be  without  hypocrisy.  Abhor 
that  which  is  evil ;  cleave  to  that  which  is  good. 
In  love  of  the  brethren,  be  tenderly  affectioned 
one  to  another  ;  in  honour  preferring  one  another  ; 
in  diligence  not  slothful ;  fervent  in  spirit ;  serving 
the  Lord ;  rejoicing  in  hope  ;  patient  in  tribu- 
lation ;  continuing  stedfastly  in  prayer  ;  com- 
municating to  the  necessity  of  the  saints  ;  given 
to  hospitality.  Bless  them  that  curse  you  ;  bless, 
and  curse  not.  Rejoice  with  them  that  rejoice  ; 
weep  with  them  that  weep.  Be  of  the  same 
mind  one  toward  another.  Set  not  your  mind 
on  high  things,  but  condescend  to  things  that 
are  lowly.  Be  not  wise  in  your  own  conceits. 
Render  to  no  man  evil  for  evil.  Take  thought 
for  things  honourable  in  the  sight  of  all  men. 
If  it  be  possible,  as  much  as  in  you  lieth,  be  at 
peace  with  all  men.  Avenge  not  yourselves, 
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beloved,  but  give  place  unto  wrath  ;  for  it  is 
written,  Vengeance  belongeth  unto  me  ;  I  will 
recompense,  saith  the  Lord.  But  if  thine  enemy 
hunger,  feed  him  ;  if  he  thirst,  give  him  drink  ;  for 
in  so  doing  thou  shalt  heap  coals  of  fire  on  his 
head.  Be  not  overcome  of  evil  ;  but  overcome 
evil  with  good."  "  Let  us  not  judge  one  another 
any  more  ;  but  judge  ye  this  rather  :  that  no  man 
put  a  stumbling-block  in  his  brother's  way,  or  an 
occasion  of  falling.  I  know  and  am  persuaded 
in  the  Lord  Jesus  that  nothing  is  unclean  of 
itself,  save  that  to  him  who  accounteth  anything 
to  be  unclean,  to  him  it  is  unclean.  If  because 
of  meat  thy  brother  is  grieved,  thou  walkest  no 
longer  in  love.  Let  not  your  good  be  evil 
spoken  of;  for  the  kingdom  of  God  is  not 
eating  and  drinking,  but  righteousness  and  peace 
and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghost.  Now  we  that 
are  strong  ought  to  bear  the  infirmities  of 
the  weak,  and  not  to  please  ourselves."  "  Now 
the  God  of  patience  and  of  comfort  grant 
you  to  be  of  the  same  mind  one  with  another 
according  to  Christ  Jesus,  that  with  one  accord 
ye  may  with  one  mouth  glorify  the  God  and 
Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ." 

These   specimens  help  us  to  feel  the  tone   in 
which    the    writer    of   our    old    letters    addresses 
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his  co-religionists,  and  the  nature  of  the  desires 
towards  them   which   urge   him   to  write. 

And  thus,  by  arranging  passages  of  the  letters 
according  to  the  subjects  on  which  they  bear, 
we  have  been  able  to  see  distinctly  his  ideas 
as  to  the  nature  and  dignity  of  Jesus  ;  as  to 
the  main  facts  of  His  history  ;  as  to  the  results 
he  believes  to  be  connected  with  these  facts ; 
as  to  the  feelings  he  and  his  fellow-disciples 
entertain  towards  the  crucified  Man  ;  as  to  the 
sufferings  and  labours  entailed  upon  them  by 
their  connection  with  Him  ;  as  to  the  society 
of  believers  in  Christ  living  and  working  when 
Paul  wrote  ;  and  as  to  the  spiritual  and  moral 
tone  which  he,  as  a  leader  and  teacher,  pressed 
upon  this  society. 


CHAPTER   VIII. 
AN  EPOCH  IN  HUMAN  THOUGHT. 


"He  who  would  estimate  the  priceless  service  which  Christianity 
can  still  render  even  to  souls  the  most  naturally  exalted  must  compare 
the  chill,  the  sadness,  the  painful  tension,  the  haughty  exclusiveness, 
the  despairing  pride  of  Stoicism,  with  the  warmth,  the  glow,  the 
radiant  hope,  the  unbounded  tenderness,  the  free  natural  emotion,  the 
active  charities,  the  peaceful,  infinite  contentment  of  Christianity  as  it 
shines  forth,  with  all  its  living  and  breathing  sympathies,  in  the  epistles 
of  St.  Paul" 

FARRAR. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 

AN    EPOCH    IN    HUMAN    THOUGHT. 

\\  7"E  are  now  in  a  position  to  sum  up  and 
review  the  results  of  the  foregoing  in- 
vestigation, and  estimate  their  bearing  upon  the 
foundation  of  the  Christian  religion.  As  to  some 
of  these  results  I  think  that  all  inquirers  can 
agree,  whether  they  can  see  together  as  to  further 
conclusions  or  not.  One  thing  I  think  we  can 
hardly  help  seeing,  whatever  view  we  take  of  the 
grounds  or  causes  of  this  old  writer's  beliefs.  It 
is  that  the  general  tone  of  thought,  the  moral 
ideas,  pervading  these  letters  show  a  wonderful 
forward  bound  in  human  ethics.  Compare  with 
them  all  contemporary  literature  and  all  preceding 
literature ;  and  no  matter  how  much  we  may 
admire,  and  how  cordially  we  may  sympathise 
with,  the  pioneers  of  ethical  teaching  in  the  East 
and  West,  we  can  hardly  help  acknowledging  that 
this  fervent  disciple  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth  has  left 
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them  all  at  an  almost  infinite  distance  behind. 
We  may  wonder  at  the  dignity  and  wisdom  in  the 
teaching  of  Confucius  and  at  the  gems  of  sublime 
morality  that  have  come  down  from  the  long 
centuries  before  the  birth  of  Christ  under  the 
name  of  the  "  Buddha."  We  may  feel — I  think  we 
do  feel — as  we  study  them  to-day  a  kind  of  awe- 
struck veneration,  akin  to  what  we  feel  as  we 
look  at  the  calm  majesty  of  the  Egyptian  Sphinx. 
We  may  sympathise  with  the  thoughtfulness  and 
rising  swell  of  moral  earnestness  in  Socrates  and 
Plato,  and  admire  the  calm  philosophy  of  Seneca- 
But  the  light  of  all  these  teachers  pales  before  the 
holy  glow  that  burns  upon  the  pages  of  Paul's 
letters,  even  as  the  stars  pale  before  the  sun. 

We  think  of  the  refinement  and  delicacy  as 
well  as  affectionate  loyalty  in  his  teaching  about 
God,  the  exquisite  ideal  of  human  character  he  sets 
before  us,  his  thoughtfulness  for  the  weak,  his 
sympathy  with  their  doubts  and  scruples,  the 
noble  motives  that  he  brings  to  bear  upon  men's 
wills,  the  strong  and  healthy  consolation  which  he 
applies  to  the  sore  wounds  of  humanity,  the  grand 
perspective  which  he  opens  before  it  in  the 
future,  so  real  and  substantial,  and  yet  so  free 
from  material  grossness ;  we  think  of  all  this 
"  beauty  of  holiness,"  all  this  moral  intensity,  all 
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this  large-hearted  sympathy  in  a  man  who  was 
brought  up,  as  he  describes  himself,  in  the  close 
atmosphere  of  Pharisaic  Judaism  ;  and  we  recognise 
that  the  revolution  that  has  taken  place  in  this 
man's  ideas  has  marked  a  golden  epoch  in  human 
thought.  It  is  true  that  he  had  an  elevating 
education  in  the  study  of  a  grand  old  Hebrew 
literature.  Moses,  David,  Solomon,  Isaiah,  had 
left  deep  traces  on  his  moral  nature.  But  even 
when  compared  to  these  his  teaching  is  like  the 
rich  bloom  of  the  full-blown  rose  to  the  hints  of 
its  beauty  that  gleamed  through  the  opening 
sepals  of  the  rosebud. 

We  are  struck  as  we  read  Paul's  letters  by 
the  modern  sound  of  them  all.  They  have  never 
become  antiquated.  The  growth  of  humanity 
has  never  left  them  behind.  Ethical  culture, 
advancing  to  its  highest  tide-mark,  has  not  reached 
beyond  them.  How  could  we,  who  are  "  the  heirs 
of  all  the  ages,"  better  express  an  ideally  beautiful 
character  than  in  the  language  Paul  used  eighteen 
centuries  ago  ?  Have  we  gained  any  moral 
and  spiritual  idea  by  which  we  could  add  to 
the  catalogue  of  graces  he  describes  as  "  fruits 
of  the  Spirit"?  Could  we  improve  upon  his 
description  of  "  charity"  ?  Could  we  bring  out 
self-sacrifice,  devotion  to  duty,  loyalty  to  the 
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great  power  on  high,  sympathy  and  kindness 
towards  our  brethren,  steadfastness  and  unshrink- 
ing courage  in  the  doing  of  the  right,  robust 
indifference  to  morbid  scruples  along  with  tender 
allowance  for  the  difficulties  and  mistakes  of 
others,  generous  and  unsparing  liberality  combined 
with  steady  diligence  in  everyday  work — could 
we  bring  out  these  varied,  contrasted,  and  yet 
harmonising  virtues  with  greater  force  and  yet 
greater  simplicity  than  he  has  done  ? 

Almost  unconsciously,  the  modern  pen  when 
tracing  out  the  character  of  an  ideal  man  or  an 
ideal  woman  uses  the  very  phrases  which  Paul 
wrote  in  "  such  large  letters  with  his  own  hand  " 
not  far  from  the  time  when  Horace  wrote  his 
satires  and  Lucian  his  dialogues. 

We  have  grown  familiar  of  late  with  an  explana- 
tion of  religion  by  the  doctrine  of  evolution.  It  is 
supposed  to  have  gradually,  in  the  course  of  ages, 
been  developed  and  brought  to  its  present  refine- 
ment from  rudimentary  ideas  of  awe  and  reverence 
towards  the  ghosts  of  departed  ancestors.  Eighteen 
centuries  ought  to  count  for  something  in  the 
evolution  of  ideas  ;  yet  who  can  find  any  religious 
conviction,  any  spiritual  aspiration,  hope,  or  re- 
solution, expressed  by  the  most  advanced  modern 
teacher,  which  is  not  equalled  at  least  in  fervour, 
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in  largeness  of  sympathy,  in  refinement  of  thought, 
by  the  sentiment  poured  forth  with  such  ardent 
zeal  yet  chastened  sobriety  by  this  "  Paul  the 
Apostle"  ?  Our  highest  spiritual  thought  now  is 
found  by  "  reverting  to  type."  The  purest  and 
noblest  religious  teaching  is  that  which  diverges 
least  from  the  spirit  that  animates  our  "epistles." 
We  are  thankful  when  we  are  brought  to  the  level 
to  which  Paul  has  led.  We  have  never  got  beyond 
him.  Mr.  Herbert  Spencer,  who,  we  may  suppose, 
is  familiar  with  the  most  refined  forms  of  the 
Christian  religion,  describes  the  Christian  doctrine 
of  the  Atonement  thus : — "  The  effecting  a  re- 
conciliation by  sacrificing  a  son  who  was  perfectly 
innocent  to  satisfy  the  assumed  necessity  for  a 
propitiatory  victim."*  St.  Paul  describes  it  thus  : 
"  The  love  of  Christ  constraineth  us,  because 
we  thus  judge  :  that  if  One  died  for  all,  therefore 
all  died  ;  and  he  died  for  all  that  they  which 
live  should  no  longer  live  unto  themselves,  but 
unto  him  who  for  their  sakes  died  and  rose 
again."  t  Between  Christianity  as  Paul  taught 
it  and  Christianity  as  Mr.  Herbert  Spencer  learned 
it  from  Christians  around  him  eighteen  centuries 
have  elapsed.  Has  the  doctrine  gained  or  lost 

*  Nineteenth  Century,  January,  1884. 
fa  Cor.  v.  14. 
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by  evolution  ?  Whatever  then  be  the  cause  of  it, 
here  is  a  fact  which  few  can  help  recognising :  that 
for  nobleness  of  moral  tone,  strength  of  moral 
motive,  and  sublimity  of  spiritual  ideas,  these  old 
letters  still  stand  out  pre-eminent  and  unsurpassed 
in  the  literature  of  the  world.  Of  course  we  cannot 
look  upon  this  as  a  final  or  satisfying  argument 
for  the  truth  of  the  writer's  convictions.  If  I  am 
not  sure  that  there  is  any  reality  in  the  idea  of 
goodness,  if  it  seems  to  me  only  a  pretty  name 
for  general  convenience,  then  the  fact  that  Paul 
preached  goodness  in  a  particularly  stirring  way  will 
not  make  me  believe  in  the  statements  he  makes. 
The  difference  of  moral  sentiment  between  him  and 
other  teachers  is  only  a  matter  of  taste.  There 
is  no  use  in  disputing  about  it  And  if  the  idea 
of  God  is  an  anachronism,  if  it  is  only  an  archaic 
way  of  personifying  certain  results  of  experience 
as  to  natural  and  social  laws,  then  it  would  be 
absurd  for  me  to  contend  that  this  man's  teaching, 
permeated  through  and  through  with  intense 
personal  feeling  towards  a  personal  God,  retains 
pre-eminence  in  spiritual  strength.  It  is  mani- 
festly left  behind  by  all  who  have  shaken  themselves 
free  from  the  bondage  of  Theism.  I  acknowledge 
that  as  inquirers  we  must  not  lay  too  much  stress 
on  beauty  of  moral  tone.  I  may  say  that  it  stirs 
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my  heart  to  its  depths  ;  you  may  answer  that  you 
find  it  tiresome  :  you  may  say  that  other  teaching 
interests  you  much  more.  I  may  admire  the 
Pauline  sentiment,  "  If  meat  make  my  brother  to 
offend,  I  will  eat  no  meat  while  the  world  lasteth;" 
you  may  think  there  is  much  more  good  sense  in 
the  Epicurean  motto,  "  Let  us  eat  and  drink,  for 
to-morrow  we  die." 

Argument  must  be  cautious  when  premisses 
that  are  looked  upon  by  some  as  axioms  are 
counted  delusions  by  others.  But  thus  much  we 
can  all  certainly  conclude :  that,  on  the  supposition 
that  goodness  is  a  reality  and  that  God  is  a  reality, 
these  letters  are  a  wonderful  advance  on  all  that 
has  gone  before  them  in  the  exposition  of  goodness 
and  in  the  view  given  of  the  attributes  of  God 
and  of  His  relation  to  man.  This  is  only  a  step 
in  our  argument,  but  it  is  a  step  which  inquirers 
after  truth  may  take  firmly  together. 

And  another  step  we  can  all  take  together 
without  hesitation  is  the  recognition  that  all  this 
high  ethical  tone,  whatever  it  may  be  worth,  is  the 
result  of  the  writer's  personal  devotion  to  the  Man 
Whom  he  calls  Jesus  Christ.  It  is  plain  from 
his  eager  letter  to  the  Christians  of  Galatia  that 
there  had  been  a  complete  revolution  in  his  own 
spirit  from  the  time  when,  as  he  expresses  it,  "it 
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pleased  God  to  reveal  his  Son  "  in  him.  He  had 
been  before  a  fierce  and  bigoted  persecutor.  He 
had  thought  that  God's  nature  was  such  that  He 
would  be  pleased  by  cruel  treatment  of  "  heretics." 
"  Beyond  measure,"  he  says,  he  "  persecuted  the 
Church  of  God,  and  made  havoc  of  it."  After  that 
strange  and  solemn  crisis  in  his  life  which  he 
just  touches  on  in  his  letters,  after  he  came  to 
look  upon  Jesus  Christ  as  his  Lord  and  Master, 
he  evidently  became  spiritually  and  morally  "a 
new  creature."  His  whole  view  of  God's  character 
and  dealings  was  changed.  He  became  impressed 
with  the  largeness  and  comprehensiveness  of  His 
love.  His  ideal  of  moral  nobility  was  derived 
from  the  generous  self-sacrifice  and  the  meekness 
and  gentleness  of  Christ.  The  constraining  motive 
of  his  life  was  "  the  love  of  Christ."  Loyalty  to 
Him,  obedience  to  His  slightest  wish,  the  hope  of 
pleasing  Him  and  following  His  example,  urged 
him  to  labour  and  exertion.  "  The  life  which  I 
now  live  in  the  flesh,"  he  says,  "  I  live  in  faith, 
the  faith  which  is  in  the  Son  of  God,  who  loved 
me,  and  gave  himself  for  me."  "  I  take  pleasure 
in  weaknesses,  in  injuries,  in  necessities,  in  perse- 
cutions, in  distresses,  for  Christ's  sake."  Mr. 
Matthew  Arnold,  with  his  usual  felicity  of  language, 
describes  this  element  in  the  "Apostle's  strength:" 
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"  If  ever  there  was  a  case  in  which  the  wonder- 
working power  of  attachment  in  a  man  for  whom 
the  moral  sympathies  and  the  desire  of  righteous- 
ness were  all-powerful,  it  is  here.  .  .  .  The 
struggling  stream  of  duty,  which  had  not  volume 
enough  to  bear  him  to  his  goal,  was  suddenly 
reinforced  by  the  immense  tidal  wave  of  sympathy 
and  emotion."* 

As  we  try  then,  whatever  be  our  creed,  to 
trace  out  candidly  the  phenomena  presented  to 
us  in  these  wonderful  old  letters,  we  must,  I  am 
sure,  all  agree  thus  far :  that  the  very  noble 
morality  of  their  teaching  is  interwoven  with 
an  intense,  admiring,  adoring,  and  affectionate 
devotion  to  the  Galilean  Who  had  been  lately 
crucified.  The  world  is  still  filled  with  the 
fragrance  of  Paul's  precious  thoughts,  but  it  was 
at  the  feet  of  Jesus  that  he  poured  them  out. 

*  "  St.  Paul  and  Protestantism." 


CHAPTER    IX. 
THE  EPOCH  CAUSED  BY  A   HISTORY. 


"A  religion  that  is  to  move  the  world  must  be  based  on  a  history.'1'' 

WESTCOTT. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

THE    EPOCH    CAUSED    BY   A   HISTORY. 

"\/'ET  another  step  impartial  inquirers  after  the 
•*•  cause  of  a  great  moral  movement  may 
take  without  need  of  parting  company  on  account 
of  difference  of  creed.  It  leads  so  far  that  parting 
may  come  after  it,  but  those  who  have  studied 
together  up  to  this  cannot  well  stop  short  of  it. 
We  have  seen  that  affectionate  devotion  to  Jesus 
Christ  was  the  principal  factor  in  the  moral  energy 
of  the  writer  of  our  letters.  But  this  affection 
was  not  a  mere  sentimental  affection,  not  merely 
a  union  caused  by  sympathy  of  souls.  It  had  its 
basis  in  a  firm  conviction  as  to  certain  matters  of 
fact.  We  perceived,  as  we  studied  the  letters, 
the  synopsis  of  the  history  of  "  Jesus  "  that  they 
almost  unconsciously  give  us.  As  the  author 
writes  on  various  subjects,  he  cannot  help  telling 
the  story  that  occupied  so  large  a  place  in  his 
own  thoughts.  We  saw  specially  marked  on 
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every  page  of  them  the  prominence  in  Paul's 
mind  of  two  events  that  evidently  seemed  to  him 
to  be  of  the  most  vital  significance  :  the  death 
and  the  resurrection  of  Jesus  Christ.  Ke 
connected  with  that  death  momentous  conse- 
quences for  all  humanity  ;  he  saw  in  that 
resurrection  the  opening  of  an  infinite  vista  of 
hope  for  man's  futurity.  Whether  we  agree  or 
disagree  as  to  his  ideas  with  regard  to  the  facts, 
we  must  agree  that  he  believed  them,  and  believed 
them  both  equally ;  we  must  agree  that  he  was 
thoroughly  persuaded  that  Jesus  Christ  died  and 
rose  again  ;  and  that  this  persuasion  was  the 
ground  of  all  the  convictions,  feelings,  and  actions 
described  in  his  letters.  That  Jesus  of  Nazareth 
was  a  supernatural  Being,  that  He  lived  a 
supernatural  life,  that  He  voluntarily  died  to  save 
mankind,  that  He  rose  again  after  death  never- 
more to  die,  that  He  was  in  some  real  and  awful 
sense  a  manifestation  to  man  of  the  glorious, 
invisible  God — this  undoubtedly  was  the  firm 
belief  of  Paul ;  this  was  the  foundation  of  his 
faith  and  devotion,  the  ground  upon  which  he 
rested  his  ethical  teaching.  It  is  impossible  to 
study  the  man's  letters  without  being  sure  of 
this. 

And    his  certainty    about   these   facts  was   so 
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strong  that  he  braved  all  kinds  of  persecution  in 
his  proclamation  of  them.  He  lived  a  life  of 
hardship,  suffering,  and  danger.  For  long  years, 
as  appears  plainly  in  his  letters,  he  had  no  rest, 
travelling  by  sea  and  land,  assaulted  with  savage 
fury  both  by  Jews  and  heathens,  beaten,  stoned, 
and  even  made  to  fight  for  his  life  with  wild 
beasts,  all  because  he  believed  it  to  be  his 
bounden  duty  to  make  known  everywhere  that 
Jesus  Christ  had  risen  from  the  dead,  and  was 
"  the  Son  of  God."  Brave  and  devoted  men  go 
through  similar  hardships  still  from  a  similar 
cause.  The  late  Bishop  Hannington  in  his 
"journeyings  often"  through  fever-stricken  jungle, 
in  his  "  perils  by  waters,"  "  perils  by  robbers,"  in 
his  captivity,  loneliness,  and  savage  execution, 
went  through  the  same  kind  of  experience  as 
Paul  did.  The  cause  is  the  same  :  intense  con- 
viction of  the  truth  of  the  Christian  creed.  In 
the  modern  and  in  the  ancient  missionary  alike 
we  see  the  indomitable  force  given  by  faith  in  the 
risen  Jesus.  We  admire  the  modern  devotion. 
It  teaches  us  the  power  of  strong  conviction,  the 
grandeur  of  a  holy  enthusiasm,  the  almost  super- 
human beauty  of  character  still  produced  by 
communion  of  soul  with  Jesus  of  Nazareth. 
But  in  the  old  missionary  devotion  we  see  some- 
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thing  even  more  significant — the  persuasion 
as  to  facts  of  one  who  lived  at  the  time  the 
facts  took  place.  It  is  not  Paul's  nobility,  Paul's 
self-sacrifice,  Paul's  courage  and  burning  zeal, 
which  rivets  our  attention  ;  it  is  Paul's  firm 
certainty  and  unshaken  testimony  as  to  events 
which  he  believed  to  have  happened  in  his  own 
age  and  in  his  own  country. 

And  sharing  both  his  convictions  and  sufferings, 
we  see  described  in  the  "  letters,"  as  we  have  just 
now  noticed,  a  community  born  in  the  throes  of  per- 
secution, yet  already  large,  its  branches  spread  over 
many  lands,  but  knit  very  closely  one  to  another, 
helping  and  supporting  each  other,  acknowledg- 
ing the  same  spiritual  government,  and  submitting 
to  a  sharp,  strong  discipline.  The  letters  refer 
or  allude  to  its  members  in  Judsea,  Jerusalem, 
Antioch,  Damascus,  Galatia,  Ephesus,  Macedonia, 
Achaia,  Cenchrea,  and  Rome.  They  were  held 
together  by  their  belief  in  the  same  facts  that 
Paul  believed  in.  They  practised  certain  outward 
rites  as  tokens,  signs,  and  seals,  visible  to  the 
world,  of  the  truths  their  hearts  rested  in.  Thus 
the  letters  present  to  us  not  only  one  man 
enthusiastically  holding  certain  convictions,  but 
a  great  organised  body  of  men  and  women,  spread 
throughout  the  civilised  world,  believing  the  same 
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as  he  did.  To  the  zeal  and  energy  of  this  man 
no  doubt  many  of  the  branch  communities  owed 
their  birth.  But  several  received  their  faith  from 
sources  independent  of  him.  He  was  "  unknown 
by  face  to  the  Churches  of  Judaea  which  were 
in  Christ ;  they  only  heard  say,  '  He  that  once 
persecuted  us  now  preacheth  the  faith  of  which 
he  once  made  havoc.'  "  He  had  never  been  at 
Rome,  though  for  many  years  he  had  had  a  long- 
ing to  come  to  them.*  For  many  years  before  he 
wrote  his  letter  to  them  there  had  been  believers 
in  Jesus  Christ  there  with  whom  he  had  as  yet 
had  no  communication.  Two  at  least  of  these 
had  been  "  in  Christ  "  before  him.f  Among  the 
members  of  the  Churches  there  had  sprung  up 
from  time  to  time  great  differences  of  opinion, 
rival  parties,  rival  leaders  and  teachers.  Some  of 
the  parties  were  bitterly  opposed  to  Paul  himself, 
and  evidently  made  little  of  his  authority.  He 
is  obliged,  at  the  risk  of  seeming  egotistic,  to 
vindicate  his  apostleship  from  their  charges.  J 

*  Gal.  i.  22,  23  ;  Rom.  xv.  23. 

t  Rom.  xvi.  7.  This  is  the  only  reference  I  make  to  the 
sixteenth  chapter  of  Romans,  because,  thoroughly  genuine 
as  I  believe  it  to  be,  there  is  not  quite  the  same  unanimity 
of  critical  opinion  with  regard  to  it  as  to  the  rest  of  the 
Epistle. 

J  See  2  Cor.  x.,  xi.,  xii. 
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But  whatever  may  have  been  their  differences 
as  to  theoretic  views  or  as  to  favourite 
teachers,  there  was  always  one  common  ground 
between  them  :  their  belief  in  the  same  history 
of  facts.  In  arguing  with  them,  rebuking, 
persuading,  or  warning,  Paul  could  appeal  to 
this  without  fear  of  contradiction.  It  was  the 
standing  ground  of  all  alike.  Some  professing 
Christians,  for  example,  denied  the  resurrection 
of  the  body.  Paul  showed  the  unreasonableness 
of  their  views,  not  by  abstract  arguments,  but 
by  the  fact  of  Christ's  resurrection.  "If  re- 
surrection is  impossible,"  he  says,  "  Christ  could 
not  have  risen.  And  if  Christ  has  not  risen, 
our  preaching  is  vain,  and  your  faith  is  vain." 
He  does  not  say,  "  Resurrection  is  possible, 
resurrection  is  likely,  so  you  may  believe  that 
Christ  rose."  But  he  says,  "  You  know  that  Christ 
rose,  so  it  is  absurd  to  suppose  that  resurrection 
is  impossible."  He  refutes  the  vague  theory 
by  the  acknowledged  fact.  In  other  systems  of 
religion,  doctrines,  philosophical  or  spiritual,  form 
the  foundation,  stories  as  to  the  founder's  life 
only  a  light  and  somewhat  ornamental  super- 
structure. With  the  Confucian  the  great  thing 
is  the  "  Tao  " — doctrine,  principle,  way  of  living 
— the  history  of  Confucius  himself  is  nothing. 
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In  the  religion  of  Buddha,  which  has  come 
rather  prominently  before  European  notice  of 
late,  and  which  has  been  painted  for  us  in  such 
beautiful  colours  by  Mr.  Edwin  Arnold's  poetic 
genius,*  the  sublime  thing  which  we  wonder  at 
is  the  pure  and  noble,  though  somewhat  frigid, 
moral  teaching  of  the  great  recluse.  The  story 
of  Gautama,  though  variously  told,  seems  to  have 
a  solid  substratum  of  fact,  but  it  is  embellished 
at  different  times,  after  the  lapse  of  centuries,  by 
different  hands  with  accretions  of  mythic  legends. 
They  are  not,  however,  the  religion  ;  they  are 
only  a  floating  drapery  thrown  around  it  by 
friendly  hands  to  enhance  its  beauty.  Take 
away  the  drapery,  and  the  essence  of  the  religion 
is  unaffected.  It  is  very  different  with  the 
religion  we  are  inquiring  into  now.  The  great 
doctrine  of  Christianity  is  Christ  Himself.  What 
Paul  went  about  preaching  so  earnestly  was 
Christ  crucified.  He  was  determined  to  know 
nothing  among  his  hearers  but  that  alone. 
Jesus  and  the  Resurrection  was  the  great  fulcrum 
on  which  all  his  moral  exhortation  rested. 
Eliminate  from  his  teaching  the  story  of  facts 
about  the  dead  and  risen  Jesus,  and  he  has 
no  message  to  give,  no  doctrine  to  declare.  The 

*  "  The  Light  of  Asia."    By  E.  Arnold. 


IO2     The  Epoch  Caiised  by  a  History. 

Church  whose  wide  ramifications  and  strong 
organisation  appears  before  us  in  these  letters 
was  built  upon  "  one  foundation."  "  None  other," 
says  Paul,  "  can  any  man  lay  than  that  which 
is  laid,  which  is  Christ  Jesus." 

Thus  we  have,  photographed  for  us  in  these 
letters,  a  wide-spread  society,  holding  its  ground 
firmly  against  persecution,  imbued  with  the  most 
beautiful  ethical  ideas,  and  resting  for  its  existence 
on  the  common  conviction  that  Jesus  of  Nazareth 
was  the  Son  of  God,  and  had  risen  from  the 
dead. 


CHAPTER    X. 

WHEN  WAS  THE  HISTORY  TOLD? 


"  Oh,  bright  and  happy  Kalendar 
Where  youth  shines  like  a  star 
All  pearFd  with  tears,  and  may 
Teach  age  the  Holy  way ; 
When  through  thick  pangs,  high  agonies, 
Faith  unto  life  breaks,  and  death  dies. " 

HENRY  VAUGHAN. 


CHAPTER   X. 

WHEN    WAS   THE    HISTORY    TOLD  ? 

/TT%HE  picture  of  the  Church  bound  together 
by  strong  conviction  as  to  the  truth  of 
a  history  of  facts,  which  we  have  been  studying, 
was  drawn,  let  us  keep  well  in  mind,  certainly 
within  thirty  years  after  the  Nazarene  had  been 
crucified.  If  He  had  lived,  He  would  have 
been,  as  we  noticed  in  a  previous  chapter, 
about  sixty  years  of  age  when  the  latest  of  these 
letters  was  written.  His  companions  were  still 
living.  John,  Peter,  and  "  James  the  Less  "  were 
evidently  alive  at  the  time  they  were  spoken  of  in 
the  letter  to  the  Galatians.  When  the  letter  to 
the  Corinthians  was  penned,  the  writer  distinctly 
tells  us  that  of  above  five  hundred  brethren  to 
whom  Christ  appeared  after  His  resurrection, 
the  greater  part  still  remained.  The  "  Apostles," 
or  principal  friends  and  personal  companions  of 
Christ,  with  whom  the  writer  of  our  letters  was 
evidently  intimate,  with  whom  he  had  many  com- 
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munications,  with  one  of  whom,  we  know,  he  had 
stayed  in  consultation  for  fifteen  days,  "  gave  him 
the  right  hand  of  fellowship,"  and  were  thoroughly 
in  agreement  with  him  as  to  the  history  of  Jesus, 
though  on  a  point  of  practical  detail  he  tells  us  he 
had  a  sharp  difference  of  opinion  with  one  of  them. 

In  the  convictions  of  Paul,  then,  when  he  wrote 
these  letters,  in  the  agreement  concerning  them 
among  the  several  branches  of  the  Christian 
Church,  in  the  assent  to  them  given  by  those  best 
qualified  to  know  the  actual  facts  of  the  case,  we 
certainly  have  a  very  near  view  of  the  great 
Figure,  Who  had  so  lately  disappeared. 

But  the  letters  when  carefully  considered  bring 
us  back  to  a  period  even  nearer  the  life  of 
Christ  than  the  date  at  which  they  were 
written.  The  stately  galleon  has  taken  in  its 
cargo  at  a  point  much  higher  up  the  river  than 
where  first  we  see  it  sweeping  down  to  the  sea. 
The  convictions  expressed  by  the  writer  twenty- 
five  or  twenty-eight  years  after  the  death  of 
"  Jesus  "  were  evidently  convictions  that  he  had 
long  held.  He  describes  a  course  of  labour 
which  may  almost  be  called  a  lifelong  labour. 
"  In  prisons  abundantly,  in  stripes  above  measure, 
in  deaths  oft,"  five  times  scourged  with  the  forty 
stripes  save  one,  thrice  beaten  with  rods,  once 
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stoned,  thrice  shipwrecked,  in  journeyings  often, 
in  perils  of  rivers,  of  robbers,  of  Jews,  of  Gentiles, 
in  perils  in  the  city,  in  the  wilderness,  in  the  sea, 
among  false  brethren,  in  labour  and  travail,  in 
watchings  often,  in  hunger  and  thirst,  in  fastings 
often,  in  cold  and  nakedness,  —  such  were  his 
experiences.  They  were  the  experiences  of  a 
long  career  of  hardship.  He  tells  us  that  three 
years  elapsed  between  his  conversion  and  his 
return  to  Jerusalem,  and  then  fourteen  years 
before  he  visited  it  again.  These  little  sentences 
help  us  to  realise  what  indeed  is  implied  in  the 
whole  tone  of  his  letters  :  that  it  was  no  new 
gospel  he  was  preaching,  but  a  faith  of  whose 
truth  he  had  been  intensely  convinced  for  a  long 
course  of  years.  And  the  communities  to  which 
he  wrote  had  also  manifestly  held  the  same  belief 
for  a  considerable  period  of  time,  long  enough 
to  allow  divisions  and  parties  to  spring  up,  grow, 
and  ripen  among  them.  The  Churches  of  Galatia 
and  of  Corinth  had  been  planted  by  him,  and 
since  their  planting  they  had  each  had  a  stormy 
and  eventful  history.  The  Church  in  Rome  had 
been  pursuing  its  career  so  as  to  interest  him  and 
draw  out  his  sympathy  for  "  many  years."  The 
Churches  of  Judaea  were  believers  in  Jesus  Christ 
before  he  was.  The  ideas  then  that  were  com- 
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mon  to  him  and  to  the  branches  of  the  Christian 
Church  which  his  letters  bring  into  sight  were 
ideas  which  he  must  have  held  for  twenty  years  at 
the  very  lowest  computation. 

Our  hearts  must  thrill  with  a  sense  of  very  solemn 
interest  when  we  realise  to  ourselves  what  this  im- 
plies. We  can  read  to-day  the  sentiments  and 
ideas  entertained  about  Jesus  Christ  by  a  most 
earnest  and  able  man  five  or  six  years,  or  probably 
even  less,  after  He  had  disappeared  from  the  world. 
This  is  no  guesswork.  We  have  the  letters  in  our 
hands.  They  are  as  fresh  and  lifelike  as  if  the  ink 
with  which  they  were  written  were  hardly  dried. 
The  writer  is  so  warm  and  frank  and  earnest  that  we 
cannot  help  knowing  exactly  what  he  thought  and 
felt  about  that  which  seemed  to  him  a  subject 
of  life-or-death  interest  for  all  humanity.  We 
know  by  the  surest  results  of  historical  and 
literary  history  exactly  the  date  within  two  or 
three  years  at  least  when  the  letters  were  written. 
We  have  plain  tokens  that  the  convictions  ex- 
pressed were  embraced  twenty  years  before.  So 
we  know  witlj  absolute  certainty  what  Saul  of 
Tarsus  and  the  many  co-religionists  of  Saul  of 
Tarsus  thought  about  Jesus  of  Nazareth  five  or  six 
years  after  His  death.  At  that  period  the  story 
of  Jesus,  whatever  it  may  have  been,  was,  at  all 
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events,  quite  fresh  in  people's  minds.  There  had 
been  no  time  yet  for  a  halo  of  mythic  sanctity  to 
crown  the  heads  of  the  actors  in  the  drama. 
They  were  most  of  them  still  living.  They  were 
evidently  busy  and  active,  declaring  the  story 
and  guiding  the  community  that  had  just  been 
formed  on  the  basis  of  it.  When  Paul  was 
won  to  the  faith  which,  as  he  tells  us,  he  used 
to  persecute,  everything  about  Jesus  Christ  was 
distinct  in  the  clearness  of  a  recent  date  and  a 
familiar  scene  of  action.  Every  spot  in  that  little 
country  of  Palestine  was  doubtless  known  to  him. 
As  he  speaks  to  John  and  James  and  spends 
weeks  with  Peter,  who  had  all  been  lately  going 
about  with  Jesus,  there  are,  at  all  events,  no 
dreamy  mists  of  long-past  ages  and  distant 
lands  to  rise  up  between  him  and  the  object 
of  his  convictions  and  blur  its  outlines  with 
vague  and  poetic  traditions.  The  revolution  in 
his  lifelong  habits  of  thought  proceeds  from  his 
persuasion  of  the  truth  of  a  few  definite  facts 
easily  tested.  Whether  he  was  right  or  wrong 
in  his  persuasion,  it  is  plain  that  his  judgment 
had  to  be  exercised  upon  recent  events,  and  not 
upon  old  fables. 


CHAPTER    XL 
CORROB ORATION  OF  2 HE  HISTORY. 


"Were  knowledge  all  thy  faculty,  then  God 
Must  be  ignored ,  love  gains  Him  by  Jirst  leap." 

BROWNING. 


CHAPTER  XI. 

CORROBORATIVE     EVIDENCE     TO     THE     HISTORY. 

r  I  "HUS  far,  according  to  the  design  of 
•*•  this  discussion,  we  have  confined  our 
attention  entirely  to  one  little  group  of  letters. 
It  is  but  a  very  small  field  for  research  amidst 
the  voluminous  literature  connected  with  the 
important  subject  of  our  inquiry.  But  it 
has  had  the  advantage  of  being  thoroughly 
solid  ground.  We  all,  whether  we  believe  or 
doubt  the  Christian  religion,  believe  in  the 
genuineness  and  early  date  of  these  letters.  The 
conclusions  we  have  hitherto  drawn  are,  I  believe, 
speaking  only  as  an  inquirer,  almost  beyond  con- 
troversy. The  feelings  of  Paul  and  his  fellow- 
Christians  towards  Jesus  of  Nazareth  ;  their 
convictions  and  ideas  about  His  history  ;  the 
sufferings  they  underwent  in  behalf  of  their 
testimony  ;  the  nearness  of  the  time  when  they 
thus  thought  and  felt  and  suffered  to  the  events 
in  which  they  believed — all  this  is  certainly  made 
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plain  to  us  in  what  Paul  so  certainly  wrote  during 
the  lifetime  of  "  Christ's  "  companions. 

But  it  is  well  that  we  should  be  reminded  at 
this  point  in  our  inquiries  that  the  letters  we 
have  been  considering  are  not  our  only  sources 
of  information  with  regard  to  Jesus  of  Nazareth. 
There  are  others  which,  though  not,  like  these, 
absolutely  undisputed,  are  yet  of  very  reliable 
authority.  It  does  not  fall  within  the  scope  of 
our  present  discussion  to  review  them  at  any 
length.  But  it  would  be  an  injustice  to  our 
argument  if  we  were  to  forget  or  ignore  the 
various  branches  of  Christian  literature  which 
run  parallel  with  that  which  we  have  been  con- 
sidering, and  both  give  to  it  and  receive  from 
it  important  support.  There  are  a  number  of 
letters  of  Paul's  not  unanimously  received  by 
ingenious  German  critics,  but  confidently  accepted 
by  the  universal  community  of  Christians  from 
the  earliest  date  at  which  we  can  distinguish  its 
voice.  Of  some  of  these  (the  Epistle  to  the 
Philippians  and  two  Epistles  to  the  Thessalonians) 
even  M.  Renan  says  that  the  objections  made 
against  them  are  only  "  light  suspicions  which 
criticism  ought  not  to  stop  at  when  stronger 
reasons  bear  it  onward."  The  letters,  he  says, 
"  have  a  character  of  authenticity  which  over- 
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comes  every  other  consideration."*  Besides  these 
and  interesting  letters  by  other  hands  whose 
claims  to  our  confidence  we  cannot  here  discuss, 
the  community  of  Christians  have  guarded  with 
jealous  care  several  writings  of  a  different  kind, 
which  they  believed  to  have  emanated  from  about 
the  same  date  as  Paul's  letters.  There  is  a  history 
called  "  The  Acts  of  the  Apostles,"  named  among 
the  Apostolic  writings  in  the  Muratorian  fragment 
(A.D.  170),  quoted  continually  and  copiously  in 
the  latter  part  of  the  second  century,  referred  to 
apparently  by  many  of  the  very  earliest  Christian 
writers.  The  concluding  portion  of  this  book 
contains  a  detailed  history  of  some  of  Paul's 
missionary  journeys.  The  parts  of  it  called  the 
"we  sections "  are  acknowledged  even  by  the 
"Tubingen  school"  to  be  the  genuine  records  of 
an  eyewitness.  M.  Renan  admits  them  to  form 
"  an  entirely  historical  narrative." 

There  is  also  a  strange  book  written  in  mystic 
language  hard  to  be  deciphered  in  the  present 
day,  but  containing  bursts  of  lofty  eloquence 
which  have  echoed  ever  since  in  the  hymns  of 
the  Christian  Church,  and  flashes  of  splendid 
description  which  have  given  colour  and  warmth 

*  Renan,  St.  Paul,  Introduction,  p.  vi. 
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to  her  poetry  and  her  art  from  generation  to 
generation.  This  book  is  now  recognised  by 
the  general  voice  of  criticism  to  date  from  a 
very  few  years  after  the  crucifixion  of  Jesus. 
In  all  these  writings — letters,  history,  mystic 
allegory — we  have  exactly  the  same  testimony 
to  the  subject  of  our  inquiry  as  we  have  seen 
borne  by  the  old  letters  we  have  studied. 
We  have  the  same  personal  picture  of  the  great 
Figure  Who  is  held  up  for  adoration,  confidence, 
and  love  ;  the  same  lofty,  unselfish,  yet  plain  and 
practical  moral  teaching,  vivified  by  the  same  in- 
tense motives  of  affection  and  loyalty  to  the  great 
God  and  to  the  Saviour  Jesus  Christ;  the  same 
history  of  facts  implied  or  expressed — the  history 
of  Jesus  Christ  living,  dying,  rising  again  "  for  us 
men  and  for  our  salvation."  As  to  the  essentials 
of  faith  and  feeling,  we  find  perfect  unanimity 
with  Paul's  letters  in  all  these  ancient  documents. 
But  there  are  others  still,  if  possible,  more  im- 
portant. We  have  found  in  our  letters  fragment- 
ary and  undesigned  records  of  Jesus.  But  there 
are  four  regular  histories,  drawn  up  with  great 
care,  giving  in  close  detail  what  we  have  only 
seen  hitherto  in  rough  and  general  sketch.  They 
are  very  ancient  documents.  They  have  been 
unanimously  received  by  the  Christian  Church 
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as  written  in  Apostolic  times  and  coming  to  us 
with  Apostolic  authority.  They  are  mentioned 
in  the  old  catalogue  we  have  spoken  of ;  they  are 
tabulated  in  harmony  by  a  writer  early  in  the 
second  century ;  they  are  quoted  and  requoted 
and  made  the  basis  of  argument  by  rival  sects  of 
Christians  and  opponents  of  Christianity,  from  the 
very  dawn  of  Christian  literature. 

How  do  these  orderly  histories  stand  towards 
our  fragmentary  records  ?  Do  they  tell  the  same 
or  a  different  story  ?  Can  we  recognise  in  them 
the  same  countenance  that  gleams  out  so  beauti- 
fully through  the  hurried  and  blotted  characters  of 
the  letters  ? 

The  answer  is  not  hard  to  give.  Take  the 
several  points  in  the  life  of  Jesus  which  we 
saw  mentioned  or  implied  in  the  letters  ;  they 
are  all  distinctly  set  down  in  the  histories.  Take 
the  features  in  His  character,  the  great  hopes 
and  beliefs  and  motives  to  holy  living  which 
Paul  makes  the  ground  of  his  reasonings  and 
expostulations  with  his  readers  ;  we  find  them  all 
in  the  plain  narratives  of  His  sayings  and  doings. 
In  the  fervent  rhetoric  of  the  letter-writer  there 
is  described  to  us  a  lofty  ideal  of  human  goodness  ; 
in  the  calmly  told  narrative  of  the  "  Gospel " 
this  ideal  stands  out  before  us,  a  living  model 
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so  majestic  that  we  bow  down  before  it  in 
admiration,  so  warm  and  human  that  we  take 
it  to  our  hearts  in  close  personal  affection.  As 
we  read  "  St.  Paul's  epistles "  we  are  pressed  to 
think  of  whatsoever  things  are  pure,  lovely,  and  of 
good  report ;  we  are  led  to  long  and  pray  for 
"  love,  joy,  peace,  longsuffering,  kindness,  good- 
ness, faithfulness,  meekness,  temperance."  As  we 
read  the  Gospels  we  see  these  graces  acted  out 
before  our  eyes  :  we  see  the  strong,  patient  figure 
of  the  Nazarene  ;  we  see  Him  spending  His  whole 
life  for  the  good  of  others  ;  we  see  Him  set  upon 
the  one  great  purpose  of  doing  duty,  doing  His 
Father's  will  ;  we  see  a  strength  of  determination 
so  unswerving,  and  yet  so  devoid  of  self-conscious- 
ness that,  like  the  great  sweep  of  the  earth  in  her 
orbit,  its  movement  is  hardly  noticed.  We  see 
thoughtfulness,  kindness,  gentle  sympathy,  merciful 
help  :  arms  that  took  the  little  children  and  folded 
them  to  His  breast  ;  hands  that  touched  the 
loathsome  leper,  and  lifted  the  sick  and  dying 
from  their  beds  ;  eyes  that  never  quailed  before 
human  opposition,  threats,  or  scorn,  but  were 
often  enough  dimmed  with  tears  for  human 
sorrow.  We  listen  to  His  teaching,  and  find  in 
it  the  clear  voice  of  which  Paul's  exhortations 
are  the  ringing  echo.  We  hear  His  simple 
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parables  for  the  poor,  His  loving  consolations 
to  His  disciples,  His  thunders  of  scorn  and 
wrath  for  Pharisees  and  hypocrites.  Here  are 
the  key-notes  of  the  varied  harmonies  of  Paul. 
His  letters  only  follow  where  the  Gospels  lead ; 
and  the  story  embodied  in  the  letters,  related 
unconsciously  in  allusion,  reference,  and  reminder, 
we  find  opened  out  and  definitely  stated  in  the 
Gospel  histories,  but  precisely  the  same.  Jesus 
of  Nazareth,  pre-existent,  born  of  the  family  of 
David,  come  into  the  world  to  save  sinners, 
followed  by  twelve  disciples,  betrayed,  crucified, 
dead  and  buried,  raised  the  third  day,  seen  after 
His  resurrection  again  and  again  by  His  disciples, 
living  for  evermore,  loving,  helping  still — the 
"  old,  old  story "  stands  out  as  the  framework 
for  the  Evangelists'  narrative,  even  as  it  formed 
the  foundation  of  the  letter-writer's  arguments. 
In  order  to  place  before  our  minds  fairly  and 
fully  the  conditions  of  the  problem  we  are  trying 
to  solve  together,  it  is  important  to  have  im- 
pressed on  our  minds  this  identity  between  the 
"  fragmentary  records "  and  the  regular  histories. 
We  all  know  that  as  we  look  onward  into 
Christian  literature,  the  story  told  in  the  Gospels 
is  repeated,  essentially  the  same,  in  all  subsequent 
writings.  On  the  pages  of  Clement,  Ignatius, 
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Polycarp,  Papias,  Justin  Martyr,  Irenaeus,  Origen, 
etc.,  there  appear,  if  not  the  same  words  as  those 
of  St.  Matthew,  St.  Mark,  St.  Luke,  and  St.  John,  at 
least  words  that  convey  exactly  the  same  account 
of  Christ's  life  and  teaching  as  they  do.  No  vestige 
of  any  other  account  ever  comes  before  us.  There 
are  foolish  additions  to  it  and  curious  theories 
about  it  as  the  years  roll  past  and  sects  multiply, 
and  human  fancy  is  busy,  as  usual,  in  dressing  up 
facts  with  adornments  of  fiction.  But  the  one  sub- 
stantial account  of  the  life,  death,  and  resurrection 
of  Jesus  has  held  its  ground  up  to  this  day.  Still 
the  creed  of  Christian  baptism  is  a  simple  recital 
of  the  main  facts  told  by  the  Evangelists.  We 
know  well  the  story  that  has  been  taught  ever 
since  the  writers  of  the  Gospels  "  took  in  hand 
to  draw  up  a  narrative  concerning  those  matters 
which  have  been  fulfilled  among  us,  even  as  they 
delivered  them  unto  us,  which  from  the  beginning 
were  eyewitnesses  and  ministers  of  the  word."* 

The  Gospel  story  has  certainly  not  changed 
since  the  Gospels  were  written.  But  if  we  look 
back  further  still,  can  we  say  the  same  of  its  past  ? 
If  we  could  get  to  a  more  ancient  date,  nearer  to 
the  events  described,  might  we  not  perceive  a 

*  Luke  i.  i,  2. 
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difference  ?  Might  we  not  in  the  immediate  neigh- 
bourhood of  time  and  place  find  a  less  marvellous 
story  ?  The  "  fragmentary  records  "  give  a  plain 
answer  to  such  a  question.  They  were  certainly 
written  during  the  lifetime  of  Christ's  com- 
panions. They  tell  the  story  that  evidently  had 
been  received  and  believed  years  before  ;  they 
bring  us  to  the  very  verge  of  the  time  when  the 
solemn  events  were  supposed  to  have  taken  place. 
Unchanged  as  is  the  Gospel  story  since  the 
Evangelists  put  together  in  order  the  Apostolic 
testimony,  equally  unchanged  do  we  find  it  to  be 
from  the  time  when  Paul  embraced  the  faith  he 
used  to  persecute. 

Those  whose  mental  attitude  is  such  that  the 
narrative  of  miracle  and  resurrection  is  by  them 
"  unbelievable,"  account  for  the  presence  of  these 
stories  in  the  Gospels  by  supposing  a  long  time 
to  have  elapsed  between  Christ's  life  and  the 
records  of  it  that  have  reached  us.  The  events, 
of  course,  did  not  occur.  The  writers  of  the 
narrative  thought  they  did  ;  but  they  wrote  long 
afterwards.  The  actors  in  the  story,  the  eyewit- 
nesses of  it,  were  all  dead.  Years  had  intervened  ; 
and  just  as  the  bare  rock  is  soon  covered  by  the 
lichen,  and  its  sharp  outlines  rounded  by  the 
action  of  changing  seasons,  so  the  story  about 
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Jesus,  as  His  religion  spread,  came  to  be  adorned 
by  His  adherents  with  an  overgrowth  of  the  mar- 
vellous ;  and  the  plain  tale  about  the  good  rabbi, 
teaching  a  morality  in  advance  of  his  age  and  cut 
off  in  the  midst  of  his  career,  killed  and  buried 
like  any  ordinary  martyr,  was  gradually  trans- 
figured into  the  miraculous  history  now  current. 
For  this  gradual  transfiguration  time  is  required  ; 
and,  in  obedience  to  the  theory,  time  is  made  out. 
The  Gospels  are  at  least  fifty  years  younger  than 
is  generally  supposed.  The  theory  imperatively 
demands  this,  and  ingenious  criticism  labours  to 
provide  a  corresponding  supply.  Accordingly  the 
Tubingen  school  push  forward  the  date  of  the 
Gospel  records,  and  make  time  for  the  original 
story  to  expand  and  develop.  But  they  cannot 
change  the  dates  of  our  letters.  They  are  stub- 
born facts,  which  no  ingenuity  can  argue  away. 
The  letters  step  back  over  the  imaginary  half- 
century,  and  certainly  date  from  the  lifetime  of 
Christ's  contemporaries.  Thus  the  letters  not 
only  give  their  own  witness,  but  ratify  and  support 
that  of  the  Gospels.  The  ground  for  supposing 
the  Gospels  written  later  than  ordinary  reason 
and  common-sense  would  conclude  from  the  way 
they  are  mentioned  and  quoted  in  ancient  litera- 
ture, is  the  supposed  expansion  of  their  story  from 
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a  simpler  basis.  But  there  is  no  such  simpler 
basis.  Scarcely  have  the  echoes  of  the  cries, 
"  Crucify  him  ;  crucify  him,"  died  out  of  the  air, 
when  Paul's  writings  show  us  that  the  song  of 
triumph,  "  Christ  is  risen,"  was  flying  through  the 
world.  So  the  reason  for  doubting  the  apostolicity 
of  the  Gospels  vanishes.  The  letters  that  were 
confessedly  written  by  a  contemporary  and  friend 
of  the  Apostles  say  the  same  things  that  the 
Gospels  say. 

One  history  of  Christ  has  been  circulated  from 
the  very  first.  The  main  features  have  never 
varied  in  the  telling.  It  began  to  be  told  in 
Palestine,  where  Jesus  lived,  and  where  Paul  was 
converted.  It  was  told  where  everything  was 
known  about  Him  Who  had  been  crucified.  It 
was  told  at  the  time  when  all  about  Him  was 
fresh  in  men's  memories.  From  this  its  home 
centre  it  spread  so  rapidly,  that  when  our  letters 
were  written  communities  of  believers  in  Christ 
had  been  established  in  the  principal  towns  and 
countries  in  the  world.  It  is  the  story  of  our 
Christian  creed.  It  is  the  story  that,  as  we  learn 
from  Justin  Martyr  (A.D.  140),  used  to  be  recited 
week  by  week  at  the  meetings  of  believers  in 
Christ.  It  is  perfectly  certain  that  Paul  believed 
it  to  be  true.  It  is  perfectly  certain  that  the 
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Churches  to  whom  he  wrote  believed  it  to  be 
true.  It  is  perfectly  certain,  in  short,  that  a  few 
years  after  the  death  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth  a  con- 
viction as  to  the  facts  of  His  history  caused  a 
world-wide  revolution  in  men's  thoughts  and 
men's  morals. 

So  far  inquirers  can  still  keep  side  by  side, 
whether  they  believe  the  convictions  of  Christians 
to  be  founded  on  fact  or  only  on  delusion.  But 
it  is  a  gain  for  the  cause  of  truth  that  we  should 
be  led  to  the  very  cradle  of  a  belief  both  in  time 
and  place,  and  that  we  should  be  able  to  say,  "  Here, 
at  this  point,  it  was  that  men  began  to  hold  such 
and  such  convictions."  Thus  much,  at  all  events, 
we  learn  through  the  letters  of  "  Paul  the  Apostle:" 
that  when  we  say,  "  I  believe  in  Jesus  Christ  His 
only  Son  our  Lord,  Who  suffered  under  Pontius 
Pilate,  was  crucified,  dead,  and  buried  ;  the  third 
day  He  rose  again  from  the  dead  ;  He  ascended 
into  heaven,  and  sitteth  at  the  right  hand  of  God> 
from  whence  He  shall  come  to  judge  the  quick 
and  the  dead  " — that  when  we  say  this  we  only 
re-echo  what  was  said  by  numbers  of  people  who 
lived  at  the  same  time  and  in  the  same  place  as 
Jesus  Himself,  what  they  said  from  the  first,  what 
they  said  in  spite  of  loss,  suffering,  and  peril  of 
death. 
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"  TTien  sawest  thou  that  this  fair  universe,  were  it  in  the  meanest 
province  thereof,  is  indeed  the  star-domed  city  of  God ;  that  through 
every  star,  through  every  grass-blade,  and  most  through  every  living 
soul,  the  glory  of  a  present  Cod  still  beams," 
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AND  now,  as  we  come  to  the  conclusion  of 
our  inquiry,  we  are  better  prepared  for 
our  last  and  most  important  question — Is  the 
old  story  we  have  been  considering  true  or  not? 
Let  us,  even  at  the  risk  of  repetition,  gather  up 
and  arrange  distinctly  in  our  minds  the  data  we 
have  seen  to  be  supplied  to  us  by  Paul's  letters. 
They  are  briefly  as  follows  : — 

Paul  was  certainly  a  contemporary  of  Jesus 
Christ.  The  letters  we  have  studied  were  written 
during  the  lifetime  of  Christ's  companions.  The 
convictions  expressed  in  the  letters  were  formed  a 
very  few  years  after  Christ's  death.  They  are  con- 
victions about  facts  which  he  believed  had  actually 
taken  place,  and  had  taken  place  publicly  a  short 
time  before.  He  had  every  means  of  informing 
himself  whether  they  had  really  happened  or  not. 
He  was  in  frequent  communication  with  men 
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who  had  lived  with  Jesus  of  Nazareth.  He  spent 
a  considerable  time  in  the  place  where  the  events 
were  said  to  have  occurred.  He  was  perfectly 
convinced  that  they  really  had  occurred.  The 
companions  of  Christ  with  whom  he  had  fellow- 
ship shared  his  conviction.  He  and  they  went 
through  great  hardship  and  suffering  because  they 
believed  it  to  be  their  duty  to  make  known  those 
facts  to  the  world.  A  large  number  of  people  in 
various  lands  were,  within  twenty  or  thirty  years 
of  Christ's  death,  perfectly  sure  that  the  story 
told  by  Paul  and  his  fellow-labourers  about  Jesus 
was  true.  They  also  suffered  intensely  for  their 
faith. 

Accompanying  Paul's  conviction  as  to  certain 
facts  was  a  wonderful  clearness  of  spiritual  insight 
and  elevation  of  moral  sentiment.  In  the  same 
breath  he  propagated  holiness  of  life  and  belief 
in  Jesus.  Though  he  was  warm  and  earnest,  he 
was  manifestly  gifted  with  strong  common-sense, 
clearness  of  judgment,  and  practical  sagacity.  It 
was  in  pressing  upon  men's  consciences  the  claims 
of  a  lofty  righteousness  that  he  showed  upon  the 
pages  of  the  letters  his  convictions  as  to  the  events 
of  Christ's  life.  Those  to  whom  he  wrote  dis- 
agreed with  him  in  many  things  ;  some  of  them 
opposed  him  very  bitterly  ;  but  they  all  agreed  in 


Is  the  History  True?  129 

the  belief  he  held  that  Jesus  Christ  lived  a  super- 
natural life,  died,  and  rose  again.  On  this  founda- 
tion of  belief  in  certain  definite  facts  was  reared 
that  great  edifice  which  we  call  the  Christian 
Church.  Its  creed,  its  organisation,  its  teaching, 
its  Sacraments,  we  see  in  these  old  letters,  the 
same  essentially  as  they  are  to-day,  all  founded 
on  the  story  of  fact  which  Paul  believed,  which 
Christ's  Apostles  and  companions  believed,  which 
the  whole  community  believed,  and  for  which 
they  endured  loss,  persecution,  labour,  and  even 
death. 

Is  this  story  of  facts  then  about  Jesus  Christ,  so 
intensely,  so  passionately  believed  by  His  own 
contemporaries,  true  or  false  ?  It  is  a  beautiful 
story,  the  account  of  a  stately  life  lived  amidst 
lowly  surroundings,  but  so  noble,  so  loving,  so 
self-devoted,  that  the  thought  and  moral  feeling  of 
the  world  has  been  lit  up  by  it  ever  since.  The 
telling  of  it  has  brought  comfort  and  rest  to 
millions  of  troubled  hearts  through  the  passing 
centuries.  The  remembrance  of  it  has  given 
strength  for  righteousness  from  generation  to 
generation,  courage  and  joy  amidst  difficulties, 
temptation,  and  trial  to  those  who  have  been 
striving  to  live  for  goodness.  All  the  grandest 
efforts  for  the  elevation  of  humanity  and  for  the 
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relief  of  its  sufferings  have,  more  or  less,  sprung 
from  the  motives  this  history  has  supplied.  It  is 
certainly  beautiful.  It  is  a  blessing  to  the  world. 
It  has  given  us  martyrs,  confessors,  preachers,  philo- 
sophers, philanthropists.  It  has  been  re-echoed  in 
the  world's  noblest  poems,  reflected  in  its  fairest 
pictures,  built  up  in  the  marble  of  its  most 
solemn  cathedrals.  It  is  told  daily  by  mothers 
to  the  children  at  their  knees,  it  is  lisped  by 
infant  voices,  sung  beside  watch-fires  on  battle- 
fields, gasped  out  with  gratitude  and  triumph  by 
the  failing  breath  of  dying  men  and  women.  The 
same  story  still,  the  same  in  its  essence,  unspoiled 
amidst  human  follies,  fables,  exaggerations,  super- 
stitions, bigotry,  and  fanaticism  ;  still  the  great 
story  that  Paul  believed,  and  St.  Augustine,  and 
St.  Francis  d'Assisi,  and  Thomas  a  Kempis,  and 
Xavier,  and  Savonarola,  and  Luther,  and  Wesley, 
and  Whitefield,  and  Fenelon,  and  Washington,  and 
Wilberforce,  and  Sir  Isaac  Newton,  and  General 
Gordon  ;  this  same  story  has  come  down  to  us 
unchanged  from  the  time  and  place  where  Jesus 
lived.  Is  it  true,  or  is  it  false  ?  True  or  false 
the  issue  must  be.  For  we  have  not  to  deal,  as  we 
have  seen,  with  a  developed  story  or  a  story  taken 
up  and  transfigured  by  the  myths  of  centuries,  but 
with  one  definite  narrative  of  fact,  told  exactly  the 
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same  when  the  tears  were  hardly  dry  for  the  death 
of  Jesus  as  it  is  told  to-day.  Is  the  story  true,  or 
is  it  a  lie  or  a  dream  ? 

If  it  were  an  ordinary  story,  no  one  would  for 
a  moment  doubt  its  veracity.  There  are  few 
historical  events  on  record  attested  by  such  clear 
evidence.  Contemporary  witness,  agreement  of 
successive  writers,  marks  of  truthfulness  and 
ingenuousness  in  the  historians'  language,  a  long 
train  of  momentous  consequences  following  the 
facts,  public  institutions  growing  out  of  them  and 
existing  till  this  day — all  kinds  of  evidence  that  we 
look  upon  as  valuable  in  proof  of  long-past  events 
are  heaped  together  here.  No  ordinary  event 
related  to  us  with  such  corroboration  would  ever 
be  doubted.  Why  are  there  doubts  felt  as  to  this 
history?  Because  the  events  related  are  not  ordi- 
nary. If  they  really  occurred,  they  imply  what  is 
called  "  the  supernatural."  No  known  force  could 
have  produced  the  miracles  and  resurrection  of  Jesus 
Christ.  To  believe  them  would  involve  believing 
in  some  Power  beyond  what  is  generally  termed 
the  power  of  "  nature."  And  many  thinkers  have 
been  led  by  their  studies  of  the  phenomena  within 
theirreach  to  believe  that  the  "  supernatural  "  is 
impossible,  "unthinkable."  They  have  only  one 
thing  to  do  therefore  with  all  the  evidence  about 
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the  life  of  Jesus  :  not  to  weigh  it,  not  to  dwell 
upon  it  and  work  it  out  in  their  minds,  not  to 
judge  of  it  with  careful  and  discriminating 
judgment — only  one  thing  :  just  to  see  where 
the  flaw  in  it  can  be.  Flaw  there  must  be  some- 
where. The  conclusion  being  impossible,  the 
premisses  must  be  wrong.  The  whole  effort  of 
whatever  thought  they  give  it  is  to  suggest  some 
method  by  which  the  apparently  strong  evidence 
may  be  explained  away.  - 

I  do  not  think  this  tone  of  mind  is  fair,  or  truly 
philosophical  ;  but  I  am  obliged  to  confess  that  to 
a  great  degree  I  sympathise  with  it  I  feel  that 
there  is  a  tremendous  difficulty  in  really  believing 
"  the  supernatural."  Whenever  I  hear  any  story 
that  even  remotely  involves  supernatural  agency,  I 
instinctively,  and  without  any  consideration,  feel 
inclined  to  reject  it.  No  matter  what  may  be 
said  about  it,  I  feel  sure  it  cannot  be  true.  This, 
however,  is  only  a  feeling,  not  a  verdict  of  the 
understanding.  When  I  look  for  the  reason  of  the 
feeling,  I  do  not  find  that  it  bears  the  crucible  of 
careful  investigation.  The  blind  resistance  comes 
rather  from  a  mental  habit,  than  from  deliberately 
formed  conviction.  There  is  a  sluggishness  in  the 
intellectual  powers  that  makes  it  hard  for  them  to 
take  in  and  give  due  value  to  unusual  classes  of 
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phenomena.*  I  hear,  for  example,  a  good  deal  in 
the  present  day  of  occult  and  subtle  "  psychical 
forces."  I  hear  descriptions  of  curious  phenomena 
under  such  names  as  "mesmerism,"  "spiritualism," 
"trance,"  "second  sight,"  etc.  My  instinctive  feeling 
is  at  once  to  relegate  them  all  to  the  class  of 
"  unbelievable  "  things.  I  am  disinclined  to  weigh 
the  evidence  for  them  with  any  care.  I  turn 
away  from  them  with  a  kind  of  impatience,  as 
delusions  which  it  is  waste  of  time  seriously  to 
discuss.  But  such  a  frame  of  mind,  I  know,  is 
unreasonable.  My  instinct  prompts  me  to  it,  but 
my  understanding  reproaches  me  for  it.  Impulse 
says,  "  Reject  summarily.  Be  sure  that  the  sup- 
posed evidence  is  only  fraud  or  folly."  Reason 
remonstrates,  "  This  unwillingness  is,  in  the  strictest 
sense  of  the  word,  prejudice,  judging  before  the 
grounds  for  judging  are  present  to  the  mind." 
Phenomena  that  I  am  disposed  to  dismiss  as  on 
the  face  of  them  incredible  I  find  spoken  of  by 

*  This  sluggishness  is  well  illustrated  by  Mr.  J.  S.  Mill's 
remarks  on  the  resistance  offered  to  the  Newtonian  theory 
as  to  bodies  acting  upon  each  other  though  separated  by 
enormous  distances  :  "The  temporary  difficulty  found  in 
apprehending  any  action  of  body  upon  body  unlike  what 
people  were  accustomed  to  created  a  natural  prejudice, 
which  was  long  a  serious  impediment  to  the  reception  of  the 
Newtonian  theory"  ("  Examination  of  Sir  W.  Hamilton's 
Philosophy,"  p.  547). 
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one  of  our  most  thoughtful  leaders  of  public  opinion 
in  the  following  terms  :  "  The  truth  certainly  is  that 
the  longer  the  phenomena  of  mesmerism,  trance, 
and  the  less  ordinary  psychical  states  are  examined, 
the  more  certain  it  is,  on  evidence  that  no  candid 
mind  can  reject,  that  even  in  this  life  there  is 
something  in  man  which  can  occasionally  pass 
beyond  the  limits  of  sense  ;  and  that  after  death 
there  are  in  cases,  relatively  rare  but  collectively 
very  numerous,  phenomena  which  are  not  to  be 
explained  at  all  unless  they  can  be  explained  as 
manifestations  of  a  still  existent  personality."* 
Whether  this  conclusion  is  correct  or  incorrect, 
I  feel  that,  in  presence  of  the  evidence  on  the 
subject  collected  by  dispassionate  observers,  the 
mental  attitude  I  am  naturally  disposed  to  take 
up  towards  it  is  an  unreasonable  attitude.  Our 
instincts  have  most  important  functions,  but  they 
must  always  be  kept  under  the  control  of  reason, 
experience,  and  the  moral  sense,  or  they  become 
dangerous  and  headstrong  tyrants.  We  must 
guard  against  this  tyranny.  If  I  say  to  myself, 
"  I  am  certain  that  everything  '  supernatural ' 
is  impossible,"  I  am  yielding  to  an  instinctive 
tendency,  strengthened  by  habits  of  observation 

*  Spectator,  January  22nd,  1887. 
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in  one  direction  ;  but  I  am  not  following  any  de- 
duction of  widely  exercised  reason.  Am  I  not 
submitting  to  a  tyranny  ?  It  is  hardly  necessary 
to  observe  that  such  words  as  natural,  super- 
natural, and  invariable  law  are  full  of  ambi- 
guity, and  might  easily  become  blind  instruments 
to  carry  on  the  blind  tyranny.  If  by  "  nature  " 
I  mean  the  whole  sum  of  existing  things,  in- 
cluding the  Power,  whatever  it  be,  that  brought 
them  into  existence,  then  nothing  can  be  super- 
natural. Events  that  we  call  supernatural  are 
but  the  exercise  of  nature's  forces  in  ways  of  which 
we  have  but  few  examples,  and  whose  movement 
we  have  not  faculties  to  analyse.  If  by  nature  I 
mean  only  the  action  and  interaction  of  particles 
of  matter,  then  to  say  that  there  can  be  the 
"  supernatural  "  is  only  to  say  that  there  may  be 
something  else  in  the  universe  besides  matter. 
When  I  speak  of  "  law, "  I  only  use  an  abstract 
term  expressing  the  constancy  with  which  certain 
phenomena  are  observed  to  follow  each  other. 
If  I  suppose  that  natural  law  has  any  binding 
power  to  forbid  unusual  occurrences  or  to  prevent 
new  or  previously  unobserved  causes  from  pro- 
ducing new  or  previously  unobserved  effects,  I  am 
endowing  a  mental  abstraction  with  an  authority 
altogether  imaginary. 
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The  more  I  study  "  Nature,"  the  more  I  feel 
her  mystery  and  wonder.      Her  simplest  processes 
are     inscrutable.       The     mutual     attraction     and 
repulsion     of   particles    of    matter  ;     light,    heat, 
and  electricity  ;  the  phenomena  of  chemical  affinity 
alike  on  earth  and  in  distant  stars  ;  life,  growth, 
reproduction — what  wonders  are  implied  in  them 
all !    When  we  have  observed  what  we  call  the 
laws  of  their  action  and  described  some  of  them 
under  scientific  formulae,  have  we  come  nearer  the 
mystery    of   their    being  ?      "  Who    knoweth    the 
way  of  the  spirit,"  says  the  wise  man  of  old,  "  or 
how  the  bones  do  grow  in  the  womb  of  her  that 
is    with    child  ? "       Can    we    answer    as    to    that 
"  how "   at    all    more    distinctly   to-day  ?      There 
are    a    few    scarcely    distinguishable    particles    of 
"  protoplasm ;  "  one,  by  the  mystic  force  of  natura 
nattirans,    develops     into     a    limpet     clinging    to 
the    rock,   another   into    a  soaring  eagle,  another 
into    a    warhorse,   "  whose   neck    is    clothed  with 
thunder,"  "  the  glory  of  whose  nostrils  is  terrible.'' 
Can  any  science  explain   the  inscrutable  process  ? 
Our  study  of  evolution   may  show  us  interesting 
steps  in    Nature's  working,  but  does   it   bring  us 
any  nearer  to  the  secrets  of  her  heart  ?    And  when 
we  think   of  our   own   selves,  our    consciousness, 
will,  reason,  moral  sense,  hopes,  longings,  aspira- 
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tions,  whether  we  consider  these  results  to  be  only 
produced  by  movements  in  the  molecules  of  brain- 
matter,  or  believe  there  is  a  "  something  "  within 
us,  above  and  beyond  matter,  that  uses  the  matter 
of  brain  and  nerve  and  muscle  as  its  instrument, 
equally  we  feel  that  we  are  "  fearfully  and 
wonderfully  made,"  and  that  every  blush  upon 
the  cheek,  every  tear  dimming  the  eye,  every 
heart-throb  of  hope  or  fear  or  grief,  has  its 
source  in  depths  that  our  understanding  cannot 
fathom.  We  cannot  help  feeling  from  time  to 
time  as  we  ponder  all  this 

"A  sense  sublime 

Of  something  far  more  deeply  interfused, 
Whose  dwelling  is  the  light  of  setting  suns, 
And  the  round  ocean,  and  the  living  air, 
And  the  blue  sky,  and  in  the  mind  of  man, 
A  motion  and  a  spirit  that  impels 
All  thinking  things,  all  objects  of  all  thought, 
And  rolls  through  all  things  ;  "* 

and  conscious  of  this  marvel  and  mystery  in  ourselves 
and  all  around  us,  the  word  supernatural  ceases  to 
be  a  bugbear  to  us.  The  story  of  Jesus  Christ  is 
wonderful  and  beautiful ;  whether  we  are  to  call 
it  "  supernatural "  is  only  a  question  of  words. 
It  is  certainly  different  from  anything  that  has 
come  within  the  range  of  human  experience 

*  Wordsworth  :  "  Lines  on  Tintern  Abbey." 
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before  or  since.  It  is  unique  ;  if  it  were  not  so, 
it  would  have  lost  its  glorious  significance,  and 
would  not  be  worth  contending  about.  But  it 
would  be  strange  philosophy  to  suppose  that 
what  is  unique  within  the  narrow  limits  of  our 
experience  is  therefore  impossible.  And,  taken 
in  connection  with  mental  and  moral  phenomena, 
the  miracles  and  resurrection  of  Jesus  may  well 
be  reducible  under  some  wide  and  holy  law. 
They  are  unique,  but  neither  isolated  nor  mon- 
strous. They  are  in  harmony  with  the  highest 
ideas  of  mind  and  soul  and  spirit  ;  they  are  in 
harmony  with  the  ethical  welfare  of  the  human 
race.  This  is  evident  from  experience;  for  where 
they  have  been  most  firmly  believed  there  have 
been  the  noblest  action  and  the  happiest  and 
most  peaceful  living. 

Is  the  story  true,  then  ?  We  come  back  upon 
this  question,  which  is  the  really  essential  one  to 
consider.  We  must  fix  our  attention  upon  the 
evidence.  We  must  weigh  it  and  sift  it.  It 
should  be  strong  and  clear  to  lead  us  to  such 
unusual,  such  momentous  conclusions.  We  must 
not  say  that  no  evidence  will  persuade  us  ;  if  we 
do,  we  are  weakly  yielding  to  a  habit  of  the 
mind,  a  mechanical  impulse,  instead  of  using 
scientific  investigation.  One  of  the  disciples  of 
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Jesus  described  in  the  old  Gospel  history  made 
a  statement  of  the  kind.  When  Christ's  other 
companions  declared  that  they  had  seen  Him 
risen,  Thomas  said  that  he  would  not  and  could 
not  believe  unless  he  actually  could  put  his 
fingers  into  the  print  of  the  nails  that  had 
fastened  Him  to  the  Cross.  That  incredulity 
was  not  philosophical,  but  the  result  of 
habit,  prejudice,  and  perhaps  a  morbid  and 
desponding  disposition.  If  ever  I  am  inclined 
to  similar  doubting,  if  the  thought  comes  press- 
ing upon  me  unbidden,  "  The  supernatural  is 
impossible,"  I  believe  it  would  be  unreasonable 
weakness  to  yield  to  the  impulse,  as  I  do  not 
know  what  the  supernatural  is,  and  have  no 
means  of  judging  as  to  its  impossibility. 

But  there  are  classes  of  phenomena  which  do 
come  under  the  range  of  my  experience,  and  with 
regard  to  which  I  am  capable  of  judging  as  to  their 
possibility  or  impossibility.  And  when  I  think  of 
the  evidence  before  my  reason  and  conscience  for 
the  story  of  the  crucified  and  risen  Jesus,  I  feel  it 
is  impossible  that  such  evidence  could  mislead. 
That  the  character  of  Jesus  should  have  been  in- 
vented by  dishonest  forgers  or  fanatical  dreamers  is, 
I  am  quite  sure,  impossible.  That  Paul  and  His 
other  Apostles  should  have  preached  their  noble, 
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large-minded,  and  holy  doctrines  while  they  were 
propagating  what  they  believed  to  be  untrue  is 
impossible.  That  they  should  all  have  imagined 
Jesus  to  be  alive  while  He  was  still  mouldering  in 
His  grave  under  their  feet  is  impossible.  That 
they  should  have  had  their  lifelong  Jewish  pre- 
judices overcome,  all  their  narrow-minded  ideas 
swept  away,  all  their  earthly  desires  and  longings 
crushed,  by  their  deference  to  One  Whose  life  was 
a  wild  dream  or  a  daring  imposture,  is  impossible. 
That  His  companions,  who  loved  Him,  and  lived 
with  Him,  and  spent  years  in  His  society,  should 
have  been  mistaken  on  the  plain  issue  as  to 
whether  He  did  or  did  not  do  the  things  the  writer 
of  our  letters  and  His  other  disciples  said  He  did, 
is  impossible.  That  He  could  have  taught  as  He 
did,  that  they  could  have  taught  as  they  did,  if 
He  and  they  were  the  victims  of  an  absurd  de- 
lusion, is  impossible.  That  there  could  be  any 
kind  of  glamour,  or  enthusiasm,  or  sentimental 
imagining  that  would  make  a  number  of  men 
think  that  a  series  of  events  happened  within  their 
experience  which  never  had  happened,  and  as 
they  taught  them  teach  at  the  same  time  the 
plainest,  most  sensible,  as  well  as  most  beautiful 
morality,  and  be  so  sure  they  had  seen  things 
they  never  saw  that  they  should  let  themselves  be 
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kille  d  rather  than  cease  to  declare  they  had 
witnessed  them — such  delusion  and  such  conduct 
my  judgment  unhesitatingly  declares  to  be  im- 
possible. 

When  I  think  of  all  this,  of  all  the  evidence 
history  gives,  all  the  evidence  my  heart  responds 
to  in  every  fibre,  as  tothe  unique  and  glorious  life 
of  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  I  leave  my  attitude  of  inquiry. 
I  have  been  inquiring  and  searching,  but  not  in 
vain.  I  have  found  what  I  wanted.  I  have  found 
a  real  religion.  I  have  found  a  narrative  of  outward 
facts  which  the  verdict  of  my  understanding  declares 
to  be  true.  I  have  found  a  revelation  from  the 
great  unseen  God  thrilling  to  my  heart  and 
conscience,  satisfying  my  longings,  strengthening 
me  for  the  battle  against  evil,  assuring  me  of  the 
reality  of  righteousness,  pointing  me  to  a  Father 
above  Who  loves  me,  to  a  Saviour  Who  forgives 
me,  to  a  Divine  Spirit  Who  comes  and  dwells 
in  my  heart  and  gives  me  a  power  for  goodness 
sufficient  for  my  needs.  So  I  can  live  my  life 
bravely.  I  have  an  object  worth  living  for.  The 
doing  of  duty  to-day  is  the  beginning  of  an  eternal 
career  of  interesting  service.  My  earthly  friends 
and  companions  are  bound  to  me  by  a  tie 
that  death  is  not  to  loose.  We  have  a  "  Father's 
house  "  beyond  the  grave.  The  calamities 
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of  life  cannot  crush,  nor  the  troubles  and  toils 
of  life  overshadow,  our  joy  and  hope.  There  is  a 
Providence  that  "  makes  all  things  work  together 
for  good. "  "  Verily  there  is  a  reward  for  the 
righteous  ;  doubtless  there  is  a  God  that  judgeth 
the  earth."  Though  doubts  may  sometimes 
cloud  our  faith,  though  the  "  changes  and  chances 
of  life "  may  sometimes  make  the  tears  "  rise  in 
the  heart  and  gather  to  the  eyes,"  though  efforts 
for  the  right  are  often  only  imperfectly  success- 
ful, yet  we  can  still  have  ringing  in  our  ears  the 
cheery  note  of  our  old  letter-writer,  "  Be  stead- 
fast, unmovable,  always  abounding  in  the  work 
of  the  Lord,  forasmuch  as  ye  know  that  your 
labour  is  not  in  vain  in  the  Lord."  And  beyond 
this  voice  we  can  hear  the  echo  of  another  grander 
and  sweeter  still  :  "  Let  not  your  heart  be  troubled. 
Ye  believe  in  God  ;  believe  also  in  me." 


THE   END. 
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reverent  belief  and  broad  independent  thinking." — British  Quarterly 
Review. 
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SECOND  EDITION. 

CLASSIFIED  GEMS  OF  THOUGHT.    From 

the  Great  Writers  and  Preachers  of  all  Ages.  By  the 
Rev.  F.  B.  PROCTOR,  M.A.,  King's  College,  London;  Editor 
of  the  Clergyman's  Magazine.  With  a  Preface  by  the  Rev. 
Prebendary  WAGE,  D.D.,  Principal  of  King's  College,  London. 
In  one  Large  Volume,  Royal  8vo,  816  pages,  with  extensive 
Indices,  price  IGJ.  6d.,  cloth. 

"The  book  before  us  seems  in  many  respects  the  best  of  the  kind  with 
which  we  are  acquainted.  A  book  which  we  can  most  warmly  recommend 
as  an  invaluable  help  to  the  preacher  and  the  man  of  letters." — Literary 
Churchman. 

"  This  is  one  of  the  best  books  of  its  kind  AVC  have  seen." — London 
Quarterly  Review. 

"Cosmopolitan  in  its  sympathies,  the  list  of  authors  from  which  Mr. 
Proctor  has  drawn  his  'Gems  '  manifests  a  noble  catholicity  of  spirit." — 
The  Academy. 

"  It  is  distinctly  cheap  at  half-a-guinea.  There  is  so  much  in  the  book 
that  is  good  that  we  advise  preachers  to  obtain  it  and  use  it." — Church 
Times. 

"This  book  of  thoughts  and  pregnant  sayings  asks  for  a  place  at  the 
preacher's  elbow  as  a  book  of  reference.  We  think  it  will  not  ask  in 
vain." — The  Rock. 

THE    ANGLICAN    PULPIT    OF    TO-DAY. 

Forty  Short  Biographies  and  Forty  Sermons  of  Dis- 
tinguished Preachers  of  the  Church  of  England.  Crown 
8vo,  price  "js.  6d.,  handsomely  bound  in  cloth. 

"  A  worthy  tribute  to  the  pulpit  ability  of  the  foremost  preachers  of  the 
venerable  Church  of  England.' — Methodist  Recorder. 

"  This  is  a  very  remarkable  volume  of  sermons,  preached  by  Church  of 
England  divines,  many  of  whom  have  made  themselves  famous  wherever 
the  English  language  is  spoken.  Every  '  School  of  Thought '  has  its 
representative  amongst  the  preachers  whose  pulpit  utterences  are  here 
bound  together." — English  Churchman. 

2  TSiMe  CpcIopKDia  on  a  JBeto  plan. 

BIBLICAL   LIGHTS   AND   SIDE-LIGHTS. 

A  Cyclopaedia  of  Ten  Thousand  Illustrations,  with 
Thirty  Thousand  Cross  References,  consisting  of  Facts, 
Incidents,  and  Remarkable  Declarations  taken  from  the 
Bible.  By  the  Rev.  C.  E.  LITTLE.  4to,  cloth,  632  pages, 
price  IOJ.  6d. 

"An  exceedingly  useful  handbook  for  preachers  and  teachers  of  every 
d  egree . ' ' — Record. 

"We  count  ourselves  happy  in  possessing  a  copy  of  so  serviceable  a 
compilation.  As  a  saving  of  time  and  labour,  the  possession  of  this 
collection  of  Bible  illustrations  will  be  important  to  every  one  who  speaks 
or  writes  upon  religious  subjects.  Mr.  Little's  work  is  a  great  success." — 
Sword  and  Trowel. 

"This  is  one  of  those  books  which  go  far  to  supply  all  that  a  minister  or 
teacher  needs  to  furnish  him  for  his  work.  The  side-lights  thrown  upon 
various  passages  by  the  immense  number  of  carefully-selected  references 
here  given  disclose  interpretations  and  applications  which  would  other- 
wise escape  him,  and  his  instructions  will  be  greatly  enriched  and  illumined 
by  a  wise  use  of  this  admirable  book."—  Christian  World. 
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<&$?  foreign 

Edited  by  the  Rev.  W.  ROBERTSON  NICOLL,  M.A.,  Editor  of  the  Expositor. 

The  Foreign  Biblical  Library  is  intended  to  provide  prompt  and  accurate 
translations,  at  a  moderate  price,  of  the  best  and  newest  contributions  of 
Orthodox  Foreign  Scholarship  to  Biblical  Study  and  Research. 

While  the  series  will  mainly  consist  of  Standard  Commentaries  in  their 
latest  editions,  other  works  interesting  to  the  Biblical  student  will  be  from 
time  to  time  included. 

Special  pains  will  be  taken,  in  the  first  place,  to  include  no  books  but 
those  of  permanent  value;  and,  in  the  second  place,  to  provide  accurate 
and  scholarly  translations  of  the  latest  editions  of  all  volumes  selected. 

While  the  series  will  mainly  consist  of  works  hitherto  untranslated, 
some  earlier  volumes  will  be  translations  of  Biblical  works  represented 
in  this  country  only  by  renderings  from  early  editions  now  superseded. 
It  is  the  habit  of  foreign  scholars  to  revise  elaborately  —  and  often  almost 
to  rewrite  —  their  Commentaries  for  new  editions,  and  it  is  obvious  that 
injustice  is  done  both  to  authors  and  readers  by  continuing  to  reproduce 
the  earlier  form.  As  in  all  these  cases  the  translations  will  be  produced 
under  the  supervision  of  the  author,  each  work  will  have  the  advantage 
of  his  latest  corrections,  and  thus  represent  his  present  opinion  even 
better  than  the  original. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  leading  Scholars  of  the 
Continent  for  the  prompt  translation  and  publication  of  their  principal 
forthcoming  works  ;  and  the  following  books  are  now  ready. 

A  new  binding  has  been  designed  for  the  Series,  which  will  be  strong 
and  substantial  as  well  as  elegant,  and  thus  suitable  for  works  that  will 
be  in  constant  use. 

Each  Volume  of  the  Series  will  be  issued  in  large  crown  8vo,  at  the 
uniform  price  of  7s.  6d.  per  volume. 


STILL  HOURS.  By  RICHARD  ROTHE.  Translated 
by  JANE  T.  STODUART.  With  an  Introductory  Essay  by  the 
Rev.  JOHN  MACPHERSON,  M.A.  Price  7*.  6d. 

"  It  is  a  book  of  the  first  order,  full  of  Rothe  himself,  and  of  which  one 
wearies  as  little  as  of  the  face  of  a  friend.  It  forces  its  way  into  our 
regard,  and  becomes  our  constant  companion,  refusing  to  be  put  on  the 
shelf.  It  has  something  for  every  mood.  It  wins  us  with  a  ceaseless 
attraction  to  open  it,  and  it  never  disappoints."  —  REV.  MARCUS  DODS,  D.D., 
in  British  Weekly. 

II. 

A    COMMENTARY    ON     THE     BOOK    OF 

PSALMS.     By   Professor  FRANZ  DELITZSCH,  of  Leipzig. 

In  Three  Volumes.     Translated  by  the  Rev.  DAVID  EATON, 

M.A.     From  the  latest  Edition,  specially  revised  and  corrected 

by  the  Author.     Vol.  I.,  now  ready,  price  "js.  6d. 

"  Of  Prof.  Delitzsch's  new  edition  it  may  be  fairly  said  that  it  is  the  most 

complete  and  trustworthy  commentary  on  the  Psalms  which  exists.    Ten 

years  have  now  elapsed  since  the  last  edition  was  published,  and  in  the 

interval  many  important  works  have  appeared,  throwing  new  light  on 

questions  of  Hebrew  philology,  or  otherwise  bearing  on  the  interpretation 

of  the  Psalms.    All  these  are  duly  noticed  by  Prof.  Delitzsch,  and  the 

results,  as  far  as  was  possible  or  necessary,  incorporated  in  the  notes.     It 

is  the  care    which    this    veteran   scholar  uniformly    bestows    upon    his 

successive  editions  that  gives  them  their  peculiar  excellence.    We  trust 

that  Prof.  Delitzseh's  commentary    may   long  retain   its   well-deserved 

popularity."  —  Guardian. 
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WORKS  BY  THE  REV.  PROF.  A.  B.  BRUCE,  D.D. 
I. 

THE  MIRACULOUS   ELEMENT  IN  THE 
GOSPELS.     In  8vo,  cloth,  price  izr. 

"  Dr.  Bruce  once  more  gives  us  a  volume  of  great  value.  There  is  no 
living  apologist  in  whose  hands  the  Christian  faith  is  so  safe." — 
Presbyterian  Messenger. 

"It  displays  minute  acquaintance  with  the  modern  literature  of  the 
subject,  and  all  forms  of  attack  to  which  Christian  belief  in  the  super- 
natural has  been  subjected.  The  defence  is  able  all  round  ;  and  the  closing 
chapters — in  which  the  miracle  implied  in  the  character  of  Jesus  is  dwelt 
on,  and  where  the  defence  is  for  a  moment  changed  into  attack — are  full  of 
spirit  and  fire." — Methodist  Recorder. 

"A  valuable  apologetic  work,  which  will  be  a  useful  weapon  against 
rationalism,  and  one  which  should  be  in  the  library  of  every  minister." — 
Ecclesiastical  Gazette. 


II. 

THE     CHIEF     END     OF      REVELATION. 

Third  Thousand.     In  crown  8vo,  cloth,  price  6^. 

"Dr.  Bruce  has  given  us  a  contribution  of  very  great  value.  Like 
everything  else  that  has  come  from  his  pen,  this  series  of  lectures  has  the 
conspicuous  excellence  of  boldness,  vigour,  breadth,  and  moral  elevation. 
No  British  theologian  of  these  days  has  done  better  service  than  Dr. 
Bruce  in  restating  the  apologetics  of  Christianity,  and  in  the  present 
volume  we  have  him  often  at  nis  best  in  his  favourite  field." — Professor 
Salmond. 

"  We  very  heartily  commend  this  very  able  and  in  the  highest  sense 
conservative  work."— British  Quarterly  Review. 


III. 

THE   PARABOLIC   TEACHING   OF 

CHRIST.     A    Systematic  and   Critical   Study  of  the 
Parables  of  our  Lord.    Second  Edition.    8vo,  cloth,  price  izr. 

"Professor  Bruce  brings  to  his  task  the  learning  and  the  liberal  and 
finely  sympathetic  spirit  which  are  the  best  gifts  of  an  expositor  of 
Scripture.  His  treatment  of  his  subject  is  vigorous  and  original."— 
Spectator. 

IV. 

THE   GALILEAN    GOSPEL.     Second  Edition. 

Crown  8vo,  cloth,  price  3^.  &/. 

"  The  product  of  a  rich,  imaginative  mind,  marked  by  scholarly  analysis, 
subtle  insight,  and  the  suggestiveness  of  an  original  and  unconventional 
thinker." — Glasgow  Herald. 

"  We  heartily  commend  this  little  volume  as  giving  an  outline  ably 
drawn  of  the  teachings  of  Christ." — Spectator. 
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NEW  VOLUME  OF 
DR.    PARKER'S    "PEOPLE'S    BIBLE." 

Dr.  Parker  says  : — "  In  the  preparation  of  '  The  People's  Bible ' 
I  seem  to  begin  my  life-work,  the  very  thing  that  expresses  my 
supreme  purpose  and  highest  hope."  Now  Ready,  the  Sixth 
Volume.  Price  8s. 

JUDGES  VI.— i  SAMUEL. 

Discourses  on   Holy  Scripture.    By  JOSEPH  PARKER,   D.D., 
Minister  of  the  City  Temple,  London. 

RECENTLY  PUBLISHED. 

Vol.       I.  THE  BOOK  OF  GENESIS.     8s. 
Vol.     II.  THE  BOOK  OF  EXODUS.     8s. 
Vol.  III.  LEVITICUS— NUMBERS  XXVI.     8s. 
Vol.   IV.  NUMBERS  XXVII.— DEUTERONOMY.   8s. 
Vol.     V.  JOSHUA— JUDGES  V.-8s. 

"  This  is  a  worthy  commencement  of  what  Dr.  Parker  intends  to  be  the 
literary  and  devotional  masterpiece  of  his  life.  In  this  work  the  force,  the 
originality,  the  effective  style,  the  intensely  practical  teaching  of  the 
famous  pastor  of  the  City  Temple  are  exhibited  at  their  best." — Methodist 
Times. 

"  Such  writing  as  this  has  a  graphic  power  and  a  splendour  of  colour 
which  command  attention  and  fascinate  the  imagination." — Literary  World. 

OTHER  WORKS  BY  DR.  PARKER. 
THE   INNER   LIFE  OF  CHRIST,   as   Revealed  in  the 

Gospel  of  Matthew.     Vol.  I.     "  These  Sayings  of  Mine." 

8vo,  price  Ss. 
THE   INNER  LIFE  OF  CHRIST.     Vol.  II.     "Servant  of 

All."    8vo,  price  8s. 
THE    INNER    LIFE    OF    CHRIST.     Vol.  III.     "Things 

concerning  Himself."     8vo,  price  8s. 

The  Christian  World  says  :  "We  have  no  hesitation  in  describing  these 
'  expositions' — for  such  they  really  are — as  most  luminous  in  their  highest 
interpretation  of  the  Divine  sayings.  They  glow  with  holy  fire,  and  they 
are  inspirational  alike  to  intellect,  conscience,  and  heart.  At  times  Dr. 
Parker  seems  to  flood  a  familiar  scene  or  saying  with  a  light  that 
surprises  us." 

APOSTOLIC    LIFE,   as    Revealed    in   the    Acts    of   the 

Apostles.    In  three  Vols.    8vo.    Sold  separately,  price  8s.  each. 

The  Rev.  C.  H.  Sturgeon  says  :  "  These  three  goodly  volumes  exhibit 

the  minister  of  the  City  Temple  at  his  best.     He  is  a  man  of  genius,  and 

whenever  he  speaks  he  has  something  to  say,  and  says  it  in  his  own 

striking  manner.    Of  fresh  thought  upon  the  '  Acts  of  the  Apostles '  we 

have  here  a  vast  treasury." 

TYNE    CHYLDE :    My  Life  and  Teaching.     Partly  in  the 

Daylight  of  Fact,  partly  in  the  Limelight  of  Fancy.    8vo.  price  8.r. 

"Tyne  Chylde"  is  a  book  of  Parables,  Visions,  Colloquies,  and  other 

varied  matter.    It  contains  an  Outline  of  the  Author's  Early  Life  ;  Huz  and 

Buz,  or  Brothers  Not  Akin  ;   Righteous  Aaron  and  Charitable  Amos ;  A 

Parable  on  Faith  ;  A  Parable  on  Revelation  ;  A  Parable  on  Prayer ;  The 

Turk  in  England  ;  The  New  Providence;  Akrabbim  the  Jew;  A  Christian 

Argument ;  A  Spiritual  Biography ;  and  Job's  Comforters. 
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WORKS  BY  DR.  R.    W.  DALE. 

i. 
LAWS  OF  CHRIST  FOR  COMMON  LIFE. 

Fourth  Thousand.     Crown  8vo,  price  6s. 

"  Sound  sense  and  wholesome  Christian  teaching  conveyed  in  pure, 
idiomatic,  and  forcible  English." — Scotsman. 

"  One  of  the  most  devout,  spiritual,  godly  books  we  have  ever  read." — 
Church  Bells. 

"  Some  of  the  bravest  and  truest  ethical  discourses  of  our  own  or  any 
age." — Sheffield  Independent. 

II. 

THE    JEWISH     TEMPLE    AND    THE 

CHRISTIAN  CHURCH.  A  Series  of  Discourses 
on  the  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews.  Seventh  Edition. 
Crown  8vo,  price  6s. 

"  Wholesomer  sermons  than  these  it  is  almost  impossible  to  conceive. 
Mr.  Dale's  preaching  has  always  been  remarkable  for  moral  energy  and 
fervour,  but  here  this  characteristic  rises  to  its  highest  power." — Expositor. 

III. 

WEEK-DAY  SERMONS.     New  Edition.     Crown 

8vo,  price  3.?.  6d. 

"  Dr.  Dale  is  certainly  an  admirable  teacher  of  Christian  ethics.  He  is, 
perhaps,  the  greatest  living  successor  of  the  Apostle  James.  In  this 
volume  he  appears  at  his  best." — Christian. 

IV. 

THE  TEN  COMMANDMENTS.    Fifth  Edition. 

Crown  8vo,  price  5-f. 
"  Full  of  thought  and  vigour." — Spectator. 

"The  manly,  fearless  honesty  of  Mr.  Dale's  expositions  demands  the  very 
highest  eulogy."— British  Quarterly  Review. 

V. 

NINE  LECTURES  ON  PREACHING.    Fifth 

Edition.     Crown  8vo,  price  6s. 

"Admirable  lectures,  brightly  written,  earnest  and  practical,  the  work  of 
an  able  man." — Literary  Churchman. 

"  Mr.  Dale's  volume,  conceived  in  the  light  of  modern  requirements,  and 
bathed  in  the  atmosphere  of  modern  feeling,  will  be  as  useful  and 
suggestive  to  a  young  preacher  as  any  manual  that  has  come  under  our 
notice.  It  is  a  volume  of  rare  richness,  manliness,  and  eloquence." — 
British  Quarterly  Review. 

VI. 

THE     EPISTLE     TO    THE     EPHESIANS. 

Its  Doctrines  and  Ethics.     Fourth  Thousand.     Crown  8vo, 

price  7-r.  6d. 

"  The  terse  and  vigorous  style,  rising  on  occasion  into  a  manly  and 
impressive  eloquence,  of  which  Mr.  Dale  is  known  to  be  a  master,  gives 
lucid  expression  to  thought  that  is  precise,  courageous,  and  original." — 
Spectator. 
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WORKS  BY  REV.  DR.  MARCUS  DODS. 

I. 
THE    PARABLES    OF   OUR   LORD.     FIRST 

SERIES.    As  RECORDED  BY  ST.  MATTHEW.    Fourth  Thousand. 
Crown  8vo,  cloth,  price  3^.  6d. 

"  There  is  certainly  no  better  volume  on  the  subject  in  our  language." — 
Glasgow  Mail. 

"  Unfolded  with  a  lucidity  which  ought  to  satisfy  even  Mr.  Matthew 
Arnold.  The  crisp,  pointed,  and  graphic  style  of  Dr.  Dods  is  in  harmony 
with  the  keen  spiritual  insight  which  marks  nim  out  as  a  prince  among  the 
living  expositors  of  the  sacred  writings." — Christian  Leader. 

II. 

THE  PARABLES  OF  OUR  LORD.  SECOND 
SERIES.  THE  PARABLES  RECORDED  BY  ST.  LUKE.  Third 
Thousand.  Crown  8vo,  cloth,  price  $s.  dd. 

"  Expositions  of  marvellous  clearness  and  insight.  Everywhere  he  is 
simple,  direct,  and  lucid,  but  always  flowing  and  elevated.  His  English 
is  strong  and  idiomatic,  and  his  descriptions  and  illustrations  picturesque 
and  graphic.  We  heartily  commend  Dr.  Dods'  book." — Glasgow  Herald. 

III. 

ISAAC,    JACOB,     AND    JOSEPH.      Fifth 

Thousand.     Crown  8vo,  cloth,  price  $s.  dd. 

"The  present  volume  is  worthy  of  the  writer's  reputation.  He  deals 
with  the  problems  of  human  life  and  character,  which  these  biographies 
suggest,  in  a  candid  and  manly  fashion,  and  where  he  discovers  a  spiritual 
significance  in  them,  his  course  is  always  marked  by  sobriety  and  caution, 
yet  he  is  not  wanting  in  fervour  and  earnestness." — Spectator. 

IV. 

THE  PRAYER  THAT   TEACHES  TO 

PRAY.     Fifth  Edition.     Crown  8vo,  price  2s.  6d. 
"  It  is  highly  instructive,  singularly  lucid,  and  unmistakably  for  quiet 
personal  use." — Clergyman's  Magazine. 

V. 

MOHAMMED,    BUDDHA,    AND    CHRIST. 

Fifth  Thousand.     Crown  8vo,  cloth,  price  3^.  6</. 
"  Its  general  truth  few  reflecting  Christians  will  doubt,  and  its  elevating 
tendency  nobody,  Christian  or  unbeliever,  will  deny.    To  us  this  book  is 
specially  welcome,  as  an  evidence,  in  addition  to  many  others,  of  a  new 
outburst  of  earnest  religious  thought  and  sentiment." — Spectator. 

VI. 

ISRAEL'S  IRON  AGE  :  Sketches  from  the 
Period  of  the  Judges.  Fourth  Edition.  Crown  8vo,  cloth, 
price  3J.  6d. 
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Ct)e  C&eological  Lifcrarp. 

A   Series  of  Volumes  on   the  Religious  Questions  of  the  Day. 

Price  3s.  6d.  each  Volume. 
IS  GOD    KNOWABLE?     By  J.  IVERACH,  M.A., 

Aberdeen,  Author  of  "  The  Life  of  Moses."     Third  Thousand. 
"  The  book  is  well  written,  and  deserves  to  be  well  read.     It  is  as  full  of 
thought  as  the  skies  are  full  of  stars." — Sword  and  Trowel. 

"  Mr.  Iverach's  volume  is  singularly  able." — British  Quarterly  Review. 

LIFE:      IS    IT    WORTH    LIVING?      By 

J.  MARSHALL  LANG,  D.D.,  of  the  Barony  Church,  Glasgow. 
Second  Edition. 

"  It  is  not  often  one  meets  with  the  argumentative  ability  and  the  fulness 
and  accuracy  of  scientific  knowledge  that  marks  this  work." — Academy. 

DOES  SCIENCE  AID  FAITH  IN  REGARD 

TO  CREATION  ?    By  the  Right  Rev.  HENRY  COTTERILL, 
D.D.,  F.R.S.E.,  Bishop  of  Edinburgh.     Second  Edition. 
"  The  work  is  remarkable  among  other  works  of  its  kind  for  fairness  of 
tone.    The  book  is  carefully  and  thoughtfully  written." — Knowledge. 

"  The  temper  in  which  the  book  is  written  throughout  is  admirable,  and 
the  learning  is  such  as  might  be  expected  from  one  who  had  so  brilliant  a 
career  in  Cambridge." — Foreign  Church  Chronicle. 

IS    DOGMA    A    NECESSITY?      By   the   Rev. 

Canon   MEYRICK,  M.A.,    Examining  Chaplain  to   the    Lord 

Bishop  of  Lincoln. 

"A  work  of  sterling  excellence  and  usefulness,  remarkable  alike  for 
its  terseness  and  point  in  expression,  its  soundness  in  doctrine,  and  its 
catholicity  of  spirit." — English  Churchman. 

ARE  MIRACLES  CREDIBLE?     ByJ.J.  LIAS, 

M.A.,  Author  of  Commentaries   on  Joshua  and  Judges,  and 
Hulsean  Lecturer  for  1884. 

"  A  very  able  discussion  of  a  great  subject." — British  Quarterly  Review. 
"The  volume  is  a  good  specimen  of  the  higher  class  of  the  apologetic 
literature  of  the  day.     Mr.  Lias  endeavours  to  state  fairly  both  his  own 
case  and  that  of  his  opponents.    The  tone  of  the  author  is  always  good." — 
Athenceunt. 

DOES    GOD    ANSWER    PRAYER?       By   R. 

M'CHEYNE  EDGAR,  M.A.,  Author  of  "  The  Philosophy  of  the 

Cross,"  etc. 

"  Mr.  Edgar's  '  Philosophy  of  Prayer  '  is  admirably  wrought  out.  We 
have  read  every  page  of  it  with  keen  satisfaction.  He  writes  with  the  ease 
and  point  which  distinguish  fulness  of  knowledge." — British  and  Foreign 
Evangelical  Review. 

HOW     IS     THE     DIVINITY     OF    JESUS 

DEPICTED  IN  THE  GOSPELS  AND  EPISTLES? 

By  THOMAS  WHITELAW,  M.A.,   D.D.,   Author  of  "Pulpit 

Commentary  on  Genesis." 

"  A  very  useful  manual  of  the  facts  and  testimonies  given  in  Scripture 
which  bear  upon  the  question;  carefully,  accurately,  and  powerfully 
stated." — Literary  Churchman. 
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C6e  Clerical  lifcrarp, 

Price  Six  Shillings  each. 

ANECDOTES    ILLUSTRATIVE    OF    OLD 
TESTAMENT  TEXTS. 

"An  excellent  selection  of  anecdotes." — English  Churchman. 

EXPOSITORY   SERMONS    ON    THE    OLD 
TESTAMENT. 

"This  is  a  volume  of  sermons  of  very  unusual  merit,  and  requiring 
therefore  from  us  emphatic  praise." — Literary  Churchman. 

OUTLINES  OF  SERMONS  ON  THE  OLD 
TESTAMENT. 

NEW  OUTLINES  OF  SERMONS  ON  THE 

NEW    TESTAMENT.      Hitherto    unpublished.      By 
Eminent  Preachers. 

"  They  have  a  freshness  and  vivacity  about  them  which  are  specially 
taking." — Sword  and  Trowel. 

EXPOSITORY   SERMONS  ON  THE  NEW 

TESTAMENT. 

"These  sermons,  some  of  them  in  full  and  some  of  them  in  outline,  are 
collected  together  from  the  best  sources,  and  represent  the  ablest  among 
our  pulpit  orators." — Irish  Ecclesiastical  Gazette. 

THREE     HUNDRED    OUTLINES     OF 

SERMONS  ON  THE  NEW  TESTAMENT. 

ANECDOTES    ILLUSTRATIVE    OF  NEW 
TESTAMENT  TEXTS. 

"  This  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  books  of  anecdote  that  we  have  ever 
seen.  There  is  hardly  one  anecdote  that  is  not  of  first-rate  quality." — 
Christian  Leader. 

OUTLINE     SERMONS     TO     CHILDREN. 

With  Numerous  Anecdotes. 

"Nearly  a  hundred  sermons  by  twenty-nine  eminent  men.  They  are 
remarkably  well  written,  and  most  interesting." — Rock. 

PLATFORM  AIDS. 

"  Just  the  book  to  give  to  some  overworked  pastor  who  has  many 
speeches  to  make,  with  little  time  for  study,  and  less  money  to  spare  for 
new  books." — Christian. 

PULPIT  PRAYERS  BY  EMINENT 

PREACHERS. 
"  The  prayers  are  in  all  cases  exceedingly  beautiful."— Rock. 
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A    PRACTICAL    COMMENTARY    ON    ST. 

MATTHEW.    By  JAMES  MORISON,  D.D.    New  and  Revised 
Edition.     Crown  8vo,  14^. 

A    PRACTICAL    COMMENTARY    ON    ST. 

MARK.     By  the  same  Author.     Fourth  Edition  Revised. 
Crown  8vo,  I2J. 

THE  OPINIONS  OF  Two  EMINENT  COMMENTATORS. 

"  Dr.  Morison's  Commentaries  on  St.  Matthew  and  St.  Mark  are  simply 
invaluable.  His  style  is  so  racy,  so  graphic,  so  idiomatic,  that  one  reads 
him  not  only  with  no  sense  of  labour,  but  with  constant  surprise  and 
delight." — Rev.  Samuel  Cox,  D.D. 

"  We  are  happy  to  call  attention  to  this  painstaking  and  exhaustive 
work.  No  student  can  well  do  without  it.  ft  is  a  marvellous  display  of 
learning  and  labour." — Rev.  C.  H.  Spurgeon. 

ST.    PAUL'S   TEACHING    ON    SANCTIFI- 

CATION.     A  Practical  Exposition  of  Romans  VI.     By 

the  same  Author.     8vo,  cloth,  price  45.  6d. 

"  Dr.  Morison's  unfolding  of  the  force  and  bearing  of  each  word  in  the 
sacred  text  is  admirable.  We  thank  him  heartily  for  an  able  and  admirable 
piece  of  expository  work,  the  value  of  which  those  who  best  know  the 
dangers  and  difficulties  of  such  a  work  will  be  prompt  to  recognise.  We 
heartily  recommend  this  '  practical  exposition '  to  our  readers."—  Methodist 
Recorder. 

THE  DOCTRINE  OF  THE  ATONEMENT. 

By  the  Rev.  LEWIS  EDWARDS,  D.D.  (Edin.),  President  of  the 
Welsh  Presbyterian  College,  Bala.     In  crown  8vo,  price  5*. 
"We  cordially  recommend  the  book  to  students  of  theology;  and  we 
welcome  its  publication  at  the  present  time,  when  false  doctrine  seems  to 
be  rampant.    The  authority  of  God's  Word  is  repeatedly  upheld  in  Dr. 
Edwards's  pages  ;  the  theories  of  rationalistic  theologians  are  ably  dealt 
with,  and  the  supremacy  of  the   evangelical   view  of  the  Atonement  is 
boldly  vindicated. — ROCK. 

A     COMMENTARY     ON     THE     FIRST 

EPISTLE   TO   THE   CORINTHIANS.     By  THOMAS 

CHARLES    EDWARDS,    M.A.,    of   Lincoln   College,    Oxford ; 

Principal    of    the    University    College,   Wales,    Aberystwith. 

Second  Edition.     8vo,  cloth,  price  14^. 

"The  exposition,  based  throughout  on  the  Greek  text,  surveys  with 
minuteness  the  words,  phrases,  and  construction,  bringing  out  the  sense 
specially  and  generally,  tracing  the  apostle's  arguments,  and  unfolding  his 
views  on  the  diversified  subjects  which  the  Epistle  embraces.  Fulness 
of  comment  characterises  the  work.  Variations  of  the  original  text, 
grammar,  syntax,  usage  of  words,  enter  into  the  expositor's  plan,  as  well 
as  the  doctrinal  views  of  the  sacred  writer.  We  have  been  pleased  to  see 
so  much  good  exposition  from  one  who  has  used  many  sources  with 
independence,  and  advanced  far  beyond  any  English  commentator  in 
correct  explanation  of  the  Epistle." — The  Athenaeum. 
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THE  BOOK  OF  KOHELETH,  commonly 
called  Ecclesiastes,  considered  in  Relation  to  Modern 
Criticism,  and  to  the  Doctrines  of  Modern  Pessimism. 
With  a  Critical  and  Grammatical  Commentary  and  a  Revised 
Translation.  By  the  Rev.  C.  H.  H.  WRIGHT,  D.D.,  Ph.D. 

8VO,  I2J. 

"The  student  is  likely  to  find  Dr.  Wright's  work  a  source  of  valuable 
assistance.  It  displays  mature  and  wide-reaching  scholarship,  and  may  be 
expected  to  take  a  high  rank  in  the  exegetical  literature  of  Ecclesiastes." — 
Academy. 

"  This  is  incomparably  the  ablest  and  fullest  work  hitherto  published  on 
Ecclesiastes.  It  is  a  rare  combination  of  deep  and  wide  erudition,  sound 
critical  judgment,  and  close  and  conclusive  argumentation." — English 
Churchman. 


ZECHARIAH     AND     HIS     PROPHECIES, 

Especially  the  Messianic,  Considered  in  Relation  to 
Modern  Criticism.  With  a  Revised  Translation,  and  a 
Critical  and  Grammatical  Commentary.  By  the  same  Author. 
Being  the  Bampton  Lecture  for  1878.  A  new  Edition.  Demy 
8vo,  14?. 

"It  is  incomparably  the  best  commentary  hitherto  published  by  an 
English  author  upon  the  prophecy  of  Zechariah." — British  Quarterly 
Review. 


POPULAR  EXPOSITION  OF  THE 
EPISTLES  TO  THE  SEVEN  CHURCHES  OF 
ASIA.  By  the  Very  Rev.  E.  H.  PLUMPTRE,  D.D.,  Dean 
of  Wells.  Third  Edition.  Crown  8vo,  cloth,  price  5^. 

"  It  contains  a  wonderfully  fresh  and  telling  exposition,  which  is  likely 
long  to  remain  the  best  and  most  complete  study  of  these  brief  but  weighty 
scriptures." — Expositor. 


EGYPT    AND    BABYLON.     From  Scripture 

and  Profane  Sources.     By  the  Rev.  GEORGE  RAWLINSON, 
M.A.,  Canon  of  Canterbury.     Crown  8vo,  cloth,  gs. 

"  The  vast  amount  of  information  that  has  been  obtained  of  late  years 
from  both  Egypt  and  Babylon  relative  to  their  past  history,  much  of 
which  is  to  be  found  in  scattered  communications  in  the  transactions  of 
the  Society  of  Biblical  Archaeology,  and  in  foreign  bulletins  of  learned 
societies,  renders  such  a  summary  as  that  of  Canon  Rawlinson  most 
valuable.  We  have  in  this  book  a  condensed  account  of  all  that  is  as  yet 
known  on  historical  topics  connected  with  Egypt  and  Babylon,  so  far  as 
they  affect  the  records  in  the  Old  Testament." — Literary  Churchman, 
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THE   MOSAIC  ORIGIN  OF  THE  PENTA- 

TEUCHAL  CODES.  By  GEERHARDUS  Vos.  With  an 
Introduction  by  Rev.  W.  H.  GREEN,  D.D.  Crown  8vo, 
cloth,  6s. 

"This  compendious  essay  exhibits  much  acuteness  and  common  sense, 
and  bears  throughout  it  the  marks  of  industrious  research,  patient  analysis, 
and  truth-seeking  candour.  We  consider  it  a  useful,  able,  interesting,  and 
timely  manual  for  students." — Record. 

THEISM  AND  EVOLUTION.  By  Rev.  J.  S. 
VAN  DYKE,  D.D.  With  an  Introduction  by  Rev.  A.  A. 
HODGE,  D.D.,  LL.D.  Crown  8vo,  cloth,  price  "js.  £>d. 

GESTA    CHRISTI  :     a    History    of     Human 

Progress  under  Christianity.  By  C.  LORING  BRACE, 
Author  of  "  Races  of  the  Old  World,"  etc.  Cheaper  Edition. 
Large  crown  8vo,  price  "js.  6d. 

"This  really  valuable  book." — Daily  News. 

"A  really  earnest  and  noble  book." — Academy. 

THE  DIVINE  ORIGIN  OF  CHRISTIANITY 

INDICATED    BY    ITS    HISTORICAL    EFFECTS. 

By  RICHARD  S.  STORRS,  D.D.,  LL.D.  Cheaper  Edition, 
royal  8vo,  price  6s. 

"  These  facts  are  arranged  in  luminous  order,  and  set  forth  with  fervour 
and  eloquence.  The  union  of  close  cogent  reasoning  and  eloquent  speech 
is  remarkable." — The  Spectator. 

THE      GROUNDS     OF     THEISTIC     AND 

CHRISTIAN  BELIEF.  By  GEORGE  P.  FISHER,  D.D., 
LL.D.,  Author  of  "  The  Reformation,"  etc.  8vo,  price  ioj.  6d. 

"He  has  executed  his  task  with  much  ability,  learning,  tact,  and  judg- 
ment. The  style  is  fluent,  clear,  and  easy  throughout,  so  that  this  volume 
is  absolutely  pleasant  reading.  We  repeat  that  Dr.  Fisher  has  produced 
what  we  think  the  most  convenient  handbook  of  the  whole  subject  we  have 
seen." — Literary  Churchman. 

THE  PENTATEUCH  :  Its  Origin  and  Struc- 
ture. An  Examination  of  Recent  Theories.  By  Pro- 
fessor C.  C.  BISSELL,  D.D.,  Author  of  "The  Historic  Origin 
of  the  Bible,"  etc.  Crown  8vo,  cloth,  price  gs. 

"  In  every  respect  this  work  is  a  very  complete  and  satisfactory  hand- 
book to  the  important  subject  with  which  it  deals."— Presbyterian  Messenger. 

"  A  very  thorough-going  and  masterly  work." — Ecclesiastical  Gazette. 

"A  complete  and  valuable  contribution  to  a  very  important  subject." — 
Methodist  Times. 
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THE  PSALMS  :  Their  History,  Teaching,  and 

Use.  By  WILLIAM  BINNIE,  D.D.  A  New  Edition,  revised, 
enlarged,  and  compared  with  the  Revised  Version  of  the  Bible. 
8vo,  cloth,  price  lor.  6d. 

"  Replete  with  information  of  a  most  substantial  and  well-digested 
character." — Clergyman's  Magazine. 

"  Both  from  the  critical  and  devotional  standpoint  the  book  commends 
itself  as  the  work  of  a  '  master  in  Israel,'  one  whose  study  of  the  subject 
cannot  but  be  sanctified  to  the  profit  of  many." — Christian. 

THE    LAW    OF    THE    TEN    WORDS.     By 

J.  OSWALD  DYKES,  D.D.,  Author  of  "  The  Beatitudes."  Crown 
8vo,  cloth,  price  3-r.  6d. 

"  A  delightful  series,  both  cheap  and  good." — C.  H.  Spurgton. 
"A  handy  series  of  admirably  printed  and  very  useful  volumes." — 
Scottish  Review. 

FROM    JERUSALEM    TO    ANTIOCH: 

Sketches  of  Primitive  Church  Life.  By  Rev.  J.  OSWALD 
DYKES,  D.D.  Fourth  Edition.  Crown  8vo,  price  7-r.  6d. 

"All  who  have  heard  Dr.  Dykes  will  expect  to  find  in  these  Exposition 
Lectures  on  Acts  i. — xii.  much  and  clear  thought,  based  on  competent 
knowledge  of  his  theme,  expressed  in  a  style  of  rare  finish  and  beauty, 
and  informed  by  a  devout  and  refined  spirit.  All  these  excellent  qualities 
are  happily  displayed  in  the  volume." — Dr.  Samuel  Cox. 

THE  THEOLOGY  OF  THE  NEW  TESTA- 
MENT. A  Handbook  for  Bible  Students.  ByJJ.  VAN 
OOSTERZEE,  D.D.  Translated  by  M.  J.  EVANS,  B.A.  Fourth 
and  Improved  Edition.  Crown  8vo,  price  6^. 

"An  excellent  manual.  The  scientific  method  on  which  it  is  constructed, 
the  lucidity  of  its  arrangement,  the  sagacity  and  abundance  of  information 
which  is  brought  to  bear  in  it  on  the  work  of  interpretation,  call  for  the 
highest  praise." — Spectator. 

CHRISTIAN  DOGMATICS.     A  Textbook  for 

Academical  Instruction  and  Private  Study.  By  the 
same  Author.  Translated  by  Revs.  J.  WATSON  WATSON, 
B.A.,  and  M.  J.  EVANS,  B.A.  A  New  and  Cheaper  Edition. 
Royal  8vo,  price  izs. 

"  Oosterzee's  large  work  is  of  great  importance,  especially  at  the  present 
time.  Modern  difficulties  are  fully  confronted,  and  the  connection  and 
development  of  Christian  doctrine  clearly  and  candidly  set  forth." — C.  J. 
ELLICOTT,  D.D.,  Bishop  of  Gloucester  and  Bristol. 

PRACTICAL    THEOLOGY.      A   Manual   for 

Theological  Students.  By  the  same  Author.  Translated 
by  M.  J.  EVANS,  B.A.  Royal  8vo,  price  I2s. 

"  A  very  valuable  manual  for  preachers  and  ministers ;  more  complete 
than  any  other  work  ordinarily  accessible,  and  inculcating  wise  methods 
with  a  thoughtful  and  tolerant  spirit." — British  Quarterly  Revitw. 
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HUMAN  DESTINY.  By  ROBERT  ANDERSON, 
L.L.D.,  Author  of  "  The  Coming  Prince,"  "  The  Gospel  and 
its  Ministry,"  etc.  Crown  8vo,  cloth,  5^. 

"  It  is  seldom  that  we  take  up  a  book  of  which  we  wish  that  it  had  been 
longer,  but  Dr.  Anderson's  is  such  a  book.  It  summarises  the  conflict 
through  which  the  writer  passed  in  studying  the  question  of  the  destiny  of 
the  lost.  It  is  refreshing  to  read  a  work  which  goes  fairly  to  the  very  root 
of  each  theory  in  turn,  and  so  states  the  issues  involved  in  it  that  the 
reader  can  easilv  form  his  own  conclusions.  His  book  contains  much  that 
is  valuable,  and  is  loyal  throughout  to  the  teaching  of  Scripture." — Record. 

THE    COMING    PRINCE:     The  Last  Great 

Monarch  of  Christendom.  By  the  same  Author.  Cheaper 
Edition.  Crown  8vo,  $s. 

"  The  clearest  exposition  of  the  Seventy  Weeks  of  Daniel  that  we  have 
ever  read."—  Gospel  Watchman. 
"  Deeply  interesting  from  the  first  page  to  the  last." — Home  Words. 

THE     PARABLES     OF     OUR     SAVIOUR 

EXPANDED  AND  ILLUSTRATED.  By  W.  M. 
TAYLOR,  D.D.,  LL.D.,  New  York.  In  crown  8vo,  cloth, 
price  7-r.  6d. 

"  We  have  many  books  on  the  Parables  of  our  Lord,  but  few  which  so 
thoroughly  as  this  condense  within  their  covers  the  best  teaching  contained 
in  the  various  commentaries  written  to  elucidate  their  meaning.  Dr. 
Taylor  is  not,  however,  a  slavish  imitator  of  any  master  in  Israel ;  he  has 
thought  out  his  subject  for  himself,  and  gives  us  a  real  exposition  in 
eloquent  language,  such  as  will  be  valued  by  Bible  students. ' — English 
Churchman. 

THE      LIMITATIONS      OF     LIFE,     AND 

OTHER  SERMONS.  By  the  same  Author.  Second 
Edition.  Crown  8vo,  cloth,  price  7^.  6d. 

"  Dr.  Taylor's  sermons  are  full  of  spiritual  earnestness  and  power. 
They  deal  with  the  complex  life  of  men  in  great  cities  with  much  of 
penetrating  wisdom,  large  sympathy,  and  tender  fidelity." — London 
Quarterly  Review. 

CONTRARY  WINDS,  AND   OTHER 

SERMONS.     By  the  same  Author.     Crown  8vo,  price  7-r.  6d. 

"  This  remarkably  able  volume  of  sermons.  Dr.  Taylor  is  a  master  of 
pulpit  oratory,  and  makes  old  evangelical  truth  glisten  afresh  in  these 
sermons.  His  latest  book  is  his  best." — Liverpool  Mercury. 

JOHN  KNOX.     By  the  same  Author.     Price  zs.  6d. 

"  A  short  biography,  which  has  two  great  merits — it  presents  in  short 
compass,  and  yet  in  their  true  proportions,  all  the  important  events  of  the 
Reformer's  life;  and  the  warm  appreciation  of  Knox's  character  and 
achievements  by  which  it  is  pervaded  is  never  allowed  to  descend  to  the 
level  of  mere  undiscriminating  eulogy." — Scotsman. 
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GLEANINGS  FROM  A  TOUR  IN  PALES- 
TINE AND  THE  EAST.  By  Rev.  C.  D.  BELL,  D.D., 
Hon.  Canon  of  Carlisle  Cathedral,  Rector  of  Cheltenham. 
With  Map.  In  crown  8vo,  price  5*. 

"In  what  so  many  readers  look  for  in  a  book  of  Syrian  travel  —  the  illus- 
trations and  side-lights  which  the  country  and  the  manners  afford  to  the 
Biblical  story,  and  the  reflections  which  the  sacred  sites  and  scenes  arouse 
in  a  devout  mind—  it  would  not  be  easy  to  mention  a  volume  which,  within 
its  compass,  is  more  richly  endowed."  —  Scotsman. 

"THE  VALLEY  OF  WEEPING  A  PLACE 

OF  SPRINGS."  A  Practical  Exposition  of  the  Thirty- 
Second  Psalm.  By  the  same  Author.  Crown  8vo,  cloth, 
price  3-r.  6d. 

"The  whole  volume  is  delightful  in  every  way.  As  a  meditative  work, 
it  is  one  which  will  be  profoundly  enjoyed  by  those  who  can  obtain  a  copy 
of  it.  The  author  is  a  master  of  exquisite  English,  and  his  smooth  and 
elegant  style  is  here  the  vehicle  of  some  very  precious  thoughts."  — 
Clergyman's  Magazine, 

OUR    DAILY    LIFE.      Its    Duties    and    its 

Dangers.  By  the  same  Author.  Crown  8vo,  cloth,  price 
3J.  6d. 

"The  subjects  selected  are  admirably  handled.  It  is  a  very  excellent, 
most  useful  book."  —  Church  Bells. 

"  The  book  deserves  to  have  a  wide  circulation.  It  cannot  but  be  pro- 
ductive of  good  to  both  old  and  young."  —  Christian  Age. 


HENRY  MARTYN.    By  the  same  Author.    Crown 

8vo,  cloth,  price  2s.  6d. 
"  A  worthy  record  of  a  noble  life."  —  Whitehall  Review. 

"A  brilliant  and  sympathetic  portraiture  of  one  of  the  most  remarkable 
and  heroic  of  missionaries.  It  is  impossible  to  read  the  book  without  a 
thrill  of  admiration."—  Hand  and  Heart. 

HELP  ON  THE  WAY.    By  the  Rev.  J.  S.  SHEILDS, 

D.D.,  Vicar  of  Coolock.     Crown  8vo,  cloth,  price  6s. 

"  Sermons  worthy  of  their  title,  real  helps  to  faith  and  hope.  Orthodox 
and  able,  devout  and  forcible,  these  discourses  must  have  ministered 
grace  to  the  hearers,  and  we  hope  they  will  be  still  more  useful  to  a 
numerous  company  of  readers."  —  Sword  and  Trowel. 
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THE     PROPHETS     OF     CHRISTENDOM. 

By  the  Right  Rev.  W.  BOYD  CARPENTER,  D.D.,  Lord  Bishop 
of  Ripon.     New  Edition.     Crown  8vo,  cloth,  price  3_r.  6d. 

"Graphic,  appreciative,  and  cultured  sketches  of  great  preachers."— 
Church  Times. 

pre 

Chalmers ;  ana  among  tnem  win  be  lound  briet  but  admirable  sketches  ol 
Ambrose,  Augustine,  Jerome,  Bossuet,  Bourdaloue,  and  Jeremy  Taylor.' 
— Standard. 


HISTORY  OF   RELIGION  IN  ENGLAND, 

From  the  opening  of  the  Long  Parliament  to  the  end 
of  the  Eighteenth  Century.  By  the  same  Author.  In  Six 
Vols.  Crown  8vo,  price  £2  $s.  Comprising : — 

I.— THE  CHURCH  OF  THE  CIVIL  WARS. 

II.— THE  CHURCH  OF  THE  COMMONWEALTH. 
III.-THE  CHURCH  OF  THE  RESTORATION. 
IV.— THE  CHURCH  OF  THE  RESTORATION. 

V.-THE  CHURCH  OF  THE  REVOLUTION. 
VI.— THE  CHURCH  IN  THE  GEORGIAN  ERA. 


RELIGION  IN  ENGLAND   DURING  THE 
FIRST    HALF   OF   THE    PRESENT    CENTURY. 

A  History  with  a  Postscript  on  Subsequent  Events.  By  the 
Rev.  JOHN  STOUGHTON,  D.D.  In  Two  Vols.  Crown  8vo, 
price  15*. 

The  above  form  the  concluding  volumes  of  Dr.  Stoughton's 
"  Ecclesiastical  History  of  England." 

"  His  work  is  full  of  anecdote  and  replete  with  interest.  Dr.  Stoughton 
has  at  command  a  pure  literary  style — simple,  vivid,  impressive.  Our 
readers  will  not  fail  to  derive  much  gratification  from  the  perusal  of  Dr. 
Stoughton's  volume." — Literary  Churchman. 

"The  history  is  one  of  first-class  importance — interesting  in  the  highest 
degree.  Its  information  is  full,  and  its  arrangement  skilful  and  con- 
venient."— Daily  Review. 

"The  present  book  will  long  be  the  standard  authority  on  the  important 
subject  of  which  it  treats."— Academy . 


l8  HODDER  AND  STObG/JTON'S    WORKS. 

AN      INTRODUCTION      TO      THE     NEW 

TESTAMENT.  By  the  Rev.  J.  LAWSON  LUMBY,  B.D., 
Norrisian  Professor  of  Divinity,  Cambridge.  Crown  8vo, 
cloth,  price  6s. 

"  Dr.  Lumby  gives  the  history,  purpose,  literary  characteristics,  and 
other  circumstantial  information  about  the  New  Testament  writings  and 
their  writers,  with  much  clearness.  It  is  a  very  useful  book." — Guardian. 


WORKS  BY  E.  DE  PRESSENSE,   D.D.      TRANSLATED 
BY  ANNIE  HARWOOD  HOLMDEN. 

i. 
THE  EARLY  YEARS  OF  CHRISTIANITY: 

A  Comprehensive  History  of  the  First  Three  Centuries 
of  the  Christian  Church.     New  and  Cheaper  Edition,     In 
Four  Vols.     Price  7.?.  6d.  each.     Comprising  : — 
I.— THE  APOSTOLIC  AGE. 
II.— THE  MARTYRS  AND  APOLOGISTS. 
III.— HERESY  AND  CHRISTIAN  DOCTRINE. 
IV.-LIFE  IN  THE  EARLY  CHURCH. 

"The  four  volumes  of  this  work  are  a  splendid  addition  to  our  stores  of 
Church  history.  .  .  .  We  so  highly  appreciate  the  book  that  we  place  it 
amongst  those  which  every  student  should  possess.  It  fires  the  soul  to 
read  the  great  deeds  set  forth  in  such  stirring  words.  A  fitting  and  worthy 
sequel  to  Pressense's  Life  of  Christ." — Rev.  C.  H.  SPURGEON,  in  Sword 
and  Trowel. 

II. 

JESUS  CHRIST  :  His  Times,  Life,  and  Work. 

Seventh  Edition,  unabridged.     Crown  8vo,  cloth,  price  7s.  6d. 


III. 

A  STUDY  OF  ORIGINS;    or,  The  Problems 

of  Knowledge,  of  Being,  and  of  Duty.  Large  crown  8vo, 
cloth,  price  gs. 

"  He  has  ably  summed  up  the  weak  points  in  all  the  systems  which  seem 
to  undermine  the  older  beliefs — positivism,  materialism,  evolution,  pes- 
simism, and  neo-Kantianism.  His  book  may  be  recommended  as  a  fair 
and  tolerably  complete  criticism  of  the  anti-theological  spirit.  It  is  an 
honest  attempt  of  an  acute  mind  to  answer  the  question,  '  Why  should  I 
continue  to  believe  the  older  truths  ?  ' " — Athenaeum. 

"  He  calls  his  book  '  A  Study  of  Origins,'  and  his  object  is  to  examine 
critically  the  various  theories  which  are  now  current  regarding  knowledge, 
being,  and  duty,  and  to  set  forth  what  he  regards  as  the  true  solution  of 
these  problems.  It  is  a  weighty  task,  which  has  tasked  even  his  consum- 
mate powers  to  the  uttermost.  We  regard  this  work  of  De  Pressense  as 
of  great  importance  and  as  a  weighty  contribution  to  the  philosophic 
literature  of  our  time.  The  style  is  clear,  lucid,  and  felicitous,  adapting 
itself  readily  to  all  the  sinuosities  of  his  subject.  —Spectator. 
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